


























COVERSTORY 

M a r k i n h i s t o r y : 

Pioneering ACG graduate with a cause 

To celebrate International Women's Day this year, we chose to take a 

brief look at the founding years of the American College for Girls, 

and commemorate the moving views and deeds of one of 

its first Turkish graduates, Halide Edip Adivar ACG 01. 
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ACG founder 

Robert College founder Cyrus Hamlin described his 

vision of a school for girls to be established in 

Uskudar in 1871 as "... a female college or insti-

tution, which shall hold the same relation to 

female education that Robert College does to 

male... " 1 His vision would eventually be fulf i l led 

by Mary Mills Patrick, a scholar, administrator, 

fundraiser and a firm believer in the modern ideas 

of the day. Together with Caroline Borden, an 

American philantrophist, Patrick transformed the 

Home School into the American College for Girls, 

an institution of higher learning, in 1890, obtain-

ing a charter from the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts and empowering her school to con-

fer the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 

Though documents which have survived from the 

early years of this new institution portray the dif-

ficulties of educating girls through the last years 

of Sultan Abdulhamid, the onset of the Young 

Turks revolution, the Balkan Wars and the War of 

Independence, they do not say much about the 

philosophy of education which these women 

dreamed of. There are references to notions such 

as the equality of nations and sexes, but the 

effects of these on the school's educational phi-

losophy for girls is hard to grasp in the early docu-

ments. 

We do know, however, that the school was intend-

ed as more than just a "finishing school". In 

Patrick's words, it was to provide " ... not only 

practical courses in Domestic Science, (but) 

instruction in all arts and professions now open to 

women, and an adequate fitting for eff icient serv-

ice in such business careers as are already inviting 

the help of educated women. " 2 In these " inv i t ing " 

professions she included medicine and dentistry, 

for which she planned a medical school. Today, 

we know that Patrick's vision of women's educa-

tion was more advanced than many in her home-

land, let alone the possibilities open to women in 

the Ottoman Empire. 

Readings in early ACG history reveal hardships; 

they mention buildings constructed merely for 

shelter and insufficient for academic studies, no 

lighting, heating, or running water, a few hundred 

books in the library, and a small gallery containing 

a small selection of science apparatus. Patrick 

also mentions the difficulty of recruiting female 

Turkish students, especially during the reign of 

Abdulhamid, who disliked missionary schools. By 

1901, her exuberance at the increasing number of 

Turkish girls is palpable in a letter she wrote to 

Borden: 

"And now, I must te l l you some wonderful news," 

she exclaims. "We have nine Mohammedan board-

ers from the best families in the city, and seven 

of them are over fourteen, or perhaps six, for one 

is thirteen. Four are mature young ladies, who 

have polite manners and much refinement and a 

certain kind of culture, but so l i t t le education 

that they have gone into the lowest preparatory 

class. They are not special students, but wish to 

take as much of the regular course as possible 

before they leave to marry, and say they intend 

to stay for several years... These girls are very 

bright and at Christmas wi l l pass from the 

preparatory class to the next higher one. I w i l l 

not say much about this, for we are afraid that 

we may lose them at any moment. It must not get 

into print. Even if we keep them a short t ime, I 
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shall always be glad of the opportunity 

that I have had to become acquainted 

with such delightful families as these 

Turkish families are. " 3 

Patrick's excitement nevertheless does not 

reveal enough about the kind of women 

these pioneer women hoped would gradu-

ate from ACG. The specific goals of the 

founding administrators remain open-

ended questions. It is only through reports 

on big events, such as the fire which 

destroyed Barton Hall in1905, that we get 

some clues as to what Patrick believed 

ACG had managed to do with the girls ' 

education. 

"Some of the students were in their night 

clothes and some were without shoes, but 

all were perfectly calm and quiet. The 

nine members of the senior class helped 

carry water while there was hope of 

extinguishing the flames, and calmness 

prevailed among the others even though 

they were suddenly awakened to danger. 

The courage and self-posession of the girls 

in such an emergency in this land of chi ld-

ish and hysterical women was one of the 

best proofs that we have had of the fine 

training that our College gives..."4 

Courage, self-possession and calmness 

were then attributes which Patrick saw in 

her girls. Patrick may have left us l i t t le 

else, but testimony of the qualities of an 

ACG education can be found in the lives 

and works of generations of women gradu-

ates who were pioneers in their fields. It 

is no small coincidence that one of the 

first Turkish girls to graduate from ACG 

should later lead the post-Independence 

women's emancipation movement. A 

colourful character and outspoken activist 

who courted controversy, Halide Edib 

Adivar ACG 01 would set the tone for gen-

erations of women to come. 

HALIDE EDIP ADIVAR 
A CANON OF HER OWN 

"Without knowledge and learning for its 

own sake, humanity wi l l deteriorate, and 

wi l l eventually create a species with high 

practical capacity, perhaps, but with no 

ability to think deeply and highly. The 

superiority of the human species is in their 

capacity for pure thought," 5 was the 

address Halide Edip gave at the 1940 grad-

uation ceremony of her Alma Mater. 
































