


Fall has arr ived with its usual seasonal rush as the 2 0 0 6 - 2 0 0 7 

school year gets underway. Ref lect ing on how every opening 

day manages to be both unique and yet similar, we decided to 

feature a cover spread of ' 'a day in the life'' that we hope will send 

more than a few of you down memory lane. 

In addit ion to welcoming a vibrant crop of incoming students, in this 

issue we also bid farewell to 2 0 0 6 graduates, who did except ional ly 

well in terms of university acceptance both in Turkey and abroad. Out 

of 132 students taking the OSS, 76 scored within Turkey's top 5 .000 

and 9 7 % were placed in a university of their choice. Of the same class, 

71 appl ied abroad for higher educat ion, 67 were accepted and 56 have 

already begun their f reshman year at US, Canadian or UK universit ies. 

Three quarters of those received f inancial aid. 

After a busy summer, this issue is chockablock with graduates who 

have been making headl ines in var ious and inspired ways. And to top it 

off, the news we received as we were just about to go to print made us 

all proud. Congratu lat ions to our very own Nobel Laureate, Orhan 

Pamuk, RA 70. 

Please do keep your news coming, we love hearing about what 

you're up to in your corner of the wor ld. 

The RCQ Editorial Team 
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Farewell to Retiring Teachers 
Robert Col lege bid farewell to a group of dedicated teachers in different f ields who took ret i rement at 

the end of the 2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 6 academic year. These inc luded Engl ish Language and Li terature teacher 

J o a n Al tunbaş, who ret ired after 32 years of serv ice . Her depar tment head Phi l ip Esposi to wrote the 

fo l lowing: " Joan has been a va lued col league and fr iend for the past 32 years. I was her student teacher 

my second year at RC when I was informed by the MEB that I had to complete superv ised training in the 

c lassroom before I could off icial ly become a teacher. In many ways J o a n has remained my " h o c a " . I have 

always looked up to her as the ideal, dedicated teacher who is not only interested in having her s tudents 

learn Engl ish, but who is also interested in them learning to be good people. I will miss her." 

Ano the r dedicated teacher to retire was German studies teacher Güler Karabatur, after 28 years at 

RC. In a farewell speech , her depar tment head Süheyla Yenerer gave the fol lowing address: "You work 

t i relessly to resolve everyone's problems. You are always full of energy and avai lable to everyone... for 

d inners, concer ts , funerals, schoo l , soc ia l act iv i t ies, to relat ives, family, grandchi ldren and s tudents. You 

embrace novelty and immediate ly adapt to change. You were not just a German teacher but a teacher of 

life to your s tudents . You taught them how to be real humanists , f rom the way they walk and think to the 

values they uphold." 

Güler Karabatur cont inues to be a part of Robert Col lege in a whole new capacity. Her new 

responsibi l i ty is the coord inat ion of the CIP commi t tee (Communi ty Involvement Project) . This project, 

under the adv isorsh ip of several RC faculty, staff and admin is t ra t ion members , aims to promote RC 

s tudents ' awareness of their communi ty and its needs. The RCQ will be cover ing this project in more 

detai l in an upcoming issue. 

Sema Ulcay, long-standing Psycho logy teacher at RC, also ret ired f rom both teaching and her posit ion 

as head of the Chi ld Development Center for pre-schoolers on campus. Her depar tment head Gülhiz 

Yüksek said of Ulcay, " H e r expert ise in her f ield, her intel lectual background and life exper ience made 

her an i r replaceable f r iend and teacher." Ulcay had been teaching at RC since 1982. 

Of ret ir ing Rel ig ious Studies teacher Fahri E rdem, Yüksek sa id : "We will miss him and his f r iendship, 

opt imism and loving approach towards his s tudents " . Fahri Erdem had been at RC since 1998. 

Ano the r long-standing teacher to retire in J u n e was Bilgi Haner, Turkish Language and Li terature 

teacher at RC since 1979. Her depar tment head Mehmet Uysal sa id : "E legant , patient, l ikeable, competent 

and decisive.. .These adject ives are certa in ly not adequate to descr ibe Bilgi Haner but they are the first 

that spr ing to my mind. We are all aware of her contr ibut ions to Robert Col lege, where she worked 

t i relessly and successfu l ly for many years. Outs ide of the c lass room, she was also invaluable to the 

deve lopment of thousands of s tudents with her cont r ibut ions to theater, char i table c lubs and field tr ips." 
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RC 2006 - Where are they studying now? 
As RC Headmaster John Chandler points out, "Not only are RC students going to better 
universities, they are better prepared ." Read on to tag along the outstanding higher 
education path of the Class of RC 2006. 

RC 06 Excels at University Entrance Exam (ÖSS) 
Every year, approx imate ly 70 percent of RC graduates choose 

to cont inue their s tudies in Turkey. 

Robert Col lege s tudents scored except ional ly well on this year 's 

nat ionwide universi ty ent rance examinat ion, taken by over 1,5 

mil l ion s tudents in Turkey in 2 0 0 6 . The Senior Class consis ted of 

160 s tudents . Out of the 132 s tudents who took the ÖSS 

( including some who chose to study abroad) , 76 scored within 

Turkey's top 5 ,000 . 97 % of RC students taking the exam were 

placed in a universi ty of their choice. "The new examinat ion 

sys tem holds s tudents responsib le for all that they have learned in 

high schoo l . This al lows RC s tudents to make good use of the 

knowledge they gained in the c lass room, " says Feyza Pınar, RC 

counsel lor for Turkish universi t ies 

The results also showed that act ive part ic ipat ion in the extra¬

curr icu lar life of the schoo l is a s t rength and not a hindrance for 

RC students want ing to do well on the exam. "It is c lear once again 

that those s tudents with mult iple act iv i t ies outs ide the c lassroom 

score cor responding ly highly on the ÖSS examinat ion, " says Pınar. 

Ano the r factor in favor of RC students this year was the Ministry 

of Educat ion 's redesigning of the "o r taöğre t im başarı puanı " (an 

addi t ional score given s tudents based on their middle schoo l 

grade record) in a fairer way. 

Foreign University Acceptance Results for 
RC 06 Stand Out 

Out of the 71 RC Seniors who appl ied to go 

abroad for higher educat ion, 67 received one or 

more acceptances. Out of this number, 56 made 

a decis ion to at tend US , Canad ian or UK 

universi t ies and have star ted their f reshman year. 

34 of these s tudents were awarded f inancial aid 

f rom the col leges they were accepted by. Of this 

group, 18 s tudents were on scho larsh ip while at 

Robert Col lege. 

Turkish University Entrance Results for RC 06 
UNIVERSITY Number of students 
Boğaziçi University 29 
Sabancı University 16 ( 10 scholarships) 
istanbul Technical University (İTÜ) 14 
Koç University 11 ( 8 scholarships) 
Yıldız Teknik University 6 
istanbul University 6 
Bahçeşehir University 3 ( 3 scholarships) 
Bilkent University 4 ( 2 scholarships ) 
Galatasaray University 4 
Marmara University 4 
Yeditepe University 4 
Ankara University 1 
ist.Bilim University 1 
Middle Eastern Technical University (ODTÜ) 1 

Schools Number of Students 
Boston U 1 
Barnard 1 
Bremen 1 
Brown 2 
Carnegie Mellon 1 
Columbia U 2 (1 scholarship) 
Connecticut C 1 (1 scholarship) 
Cooper Union 1 
Cornell 4 (1 scholarship) 
Dartmouth 1 (1 scholarship) 
Franklin & Marshall 1 
Georqe Washington 2 (1 scholarship) 
Georqia Inst of Tech 1 
Grinnell 1 (1 scholarship) 
Harvard 3 (3 scholarships) 
Johns Hopkins 1 (1 scholarship) 
Lehigh 1 (1 scholarship) 
LSE 1 
Northwestern 2 (2 scholarships) 
Oberl in 1 (1 scholarship) 
Pomona 1 (1 scholarship) 
Princeton 3 (2 scholarships) 
Purdue 4 
Skidmore 2 (1 scholarship) 
Swarthmore 1 (1 scholarship) 
U of Chicago 1 (1 scholarship) 
U of Michigan 1 
U of Richmond 1 (1 scholarship) 
U of Toronto 1 
U Penn 3 (1 scholarship) 
UVA 1 
Vanderbilt 1 (1 scholarship) 
WashU 1 
Will iams C 1 (1 scholarship) 
WPI 2 (2 scholarships) 
Yale 2 (2 scholarships) 
York 1 
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Young Alumni Publish New Magazine: Unigue 
UNIRC, the group of young RC graduates -most of whom are 

current ly universi ty s tudents- organised under the auspices of the 

RC A lumni Assoc ia t ion , made their mark by organiz ing several 

successfu l events for the benefit of current RC students on campus 

last year. The Universi ty Fair on October 22, and the Career Day on 

March 11, were notable f irsts. 

Pub l ish ing their very own magazine, Unique, in J u n e was another 

novelty. The magazine, voic ing concerns and interests of this youngest 

branch of the RC A lumni Assoc ia t ion , will come out at least twice a 

year, and is d ist r ibuted free of charge to recent RC graduates. It is 

largely a imed at RC graduates who are now universi ty s tudents . 

Pub l i shed in Turkish, its inaugural issue featured interviews with 

beloved Turkish teacher Ers in Aybars, fo rmer Turkish d i rector Es in 

Hoyi , ex-model and model l ing agency owner Neşe Erberk, RC 82 , and 

leading bus inessman J a n N a h u m , RC 71. The magaz ine also inc luded 

color fu l insights f rom recent graduates on var ious topics like s u m m e r 

study, work and travel programs, ref lect ions on s tudy ing in the USA, as 

well as d iscuss ions on career choices and t rends. 

RC Students Chosen for Summer 
Research Projects in the US 
This summer, while a majori ty of us were lying on the beach, a select group of hard-work ing RC seniors 

were handpicked to take part in var ious compet i t ive summer research programs in the US. Yasemin 

Gökçe (Lise 11), who wants to major in Biosc ience, was chosen to work with Dr. J e a n Strahlendor f at Texas 

Tech Univers i ty for seven weeks on Biology. Levent Tüzün (Lise 11) won a scho larsh ip to at tend the Telluride 

Assoc ia t ion 's S u m m e r Program at Cornel l Universi ty to work on "Po l i t i cs in Lat in Amer i ca and Southeast 

As ia . " Bentl i Yaffe also at tended a Telluride program at the Universi ty of Mich igan, work ing on "Islam in 

Prac t ice : Rel ig ion, Cul ture and Po l i t i cs" . Arda Kara (Lise 11) at tended a program at Carneg ie Mel lon 

Univers i ty to learn how to program computer games. 

Levent , who was the only Turk in a group of 16 s tudents on the program, told the RCQ the six week 

course was invaluable. "Every day we at tended a 3-hour lecture, based on research and debate, given by two 

Cornel l professors. We used f i rst-hand mater ia ls relat ing to the countr ies we studied like poli t ical documents , 

journa ls and memoirs . " An act ive Model Uni ted Nat ions member at RC, Levent says the course was a first-

c lass academic exper ience. "The professors were very open and al lowed the group to develop our own 

d iscuss ions. A long with my Ethiopian f r iend Michael and Chinese fr iend Yu, I felt the three of us were able to 

contr ibute a lot of f i rst-hand knowledge about the way foreign pol icy works in our countr ies." In addi t ion to 

his studies, Levent also managed to find t ime to vo lunteer at Ithaca's annual Dragonboat Festival. 

A rda Kara at tended a six week program to develop computer games at Pi t tsburgh's Carneg ie Mel lon 

University. Carneg ie Mel lon's Enter ta inment Technologies Center (ETC) is the only schoo l to offer a Masters 

program in this f ie ld. "The ETC is equipped with s imulators , v i r tual reality sys tems and every kind of 

technology in the field so it was truly an incredible exper ience," says A rda . In his six weeks, he learned how 

to develop a computer game f rom the concept , art and character deve lopment phase to 3D model ing and 

programming. "I got to see that the dream I've had since being a kid of creat ing my own computer game is 

not that impossib le," he says. Arda plans to work in the computer p rogramming f ie ld. In the meant ime, this 

year he will be shar ing what he learned with s tudents at RC and set t ing up a club to work on developing 

prototypes. 
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Soli Özel, RC 76, 
Gives 2006 
Commencement 
Speech 
Robert College sent its 2 0 0 6 graduates into the world on 

June 24, 2 0 0 6 . Guest speaker for the occasion was Soli 

Özel, RC 76, professor of international relations at Bilgi 

University and a well-known columnist. The following are 

excerpts from his humorous and insightful speech. 

"Your speaker is a technologically challenged graduate of 

this school who 30 years ago, only managed to complete and 

hand in his last psychology paper inspired by Atti la ilhan's 

Which Sex (Hangi Seks) after the commencement ceremony. In 

this class, of 160 students, 61 have been accepted by the 

world's most prestigious universities. This is a class with one 

class member who gained a first at the International Philosophy 

Olympics, some are members of the European Youth 

Parl iament, every student here uses today's technologies as 

easily as sipping water, and it has produced the music groups 

Nötr and Bunsen Burner. So I am well aware of whom I am 

addressing. I imagine then that you can guess how many 

months I have been pondering what I might say to you. 

A fear of not being remembered began because most of my 

classmates were unable to remember who had been speaker at 

our commencement . To tell you the truth, it was a painful 

realization to me that I too could not remember a word of what 

Cemal Reşit Rey told us that day. 

In fact the relationship between memory and forgetting is 

one of the major relationships of our lives, perhaps the first 

one. What we choose to remember and what we don't, 

determines, whether we are aware of it or not, how we live our 

lives, the roads we take, and those we don't. The logic of the 

t imes we live in, where the old clocks with hands are 

increasingly replaced with digital ones where you cannot even 

see the previous minute, makes it hard to forge a connection 

between the past and the future. 

The belief that modernity is a forward progression and the 

tendency of modern societ ies to worship the new and the 

young leads to a perception of the past as a faraway world, at 

best a nostalgic trace. But the past offers us clues and 

signposts for our future, often in ways it doesn't even realize. 

All that is needed is to be able to read these signs and create a 

language to share what we understand from them with others. 

Only then can memory become a way not of being mired in 

the past but of forging the future, transmitt ing experiences 

through generations and a tool for creating something better 

and tying the past to the future. To be stuck in the past 

condemns us to failure in our actions to transform life. But 

mythologizing the past and comprehending it only at an 

emotional level can create a barrier to creating the future. 

For an impatient and dynamic society like ours where few 

experiences are transmitted through generations, it is very 

important that language is a way not of cutt ing the tie that 

binds generat ions but of being its foundation. 

After these weighty words I would like to give you a 

numerical account of the 30 years which separate the class of 

1976 from the class of 2 0 0 6 . This is not out of nostalgia, or the 

result of an 'oh life was good back then' game the mind can 

play. Even though its condit ions are not easy, I am happy to be 

living in the year 2 0 0 6 . I list the following facts to be able to 

discuss what role this class will play in a tough future and what 

qualities it can bring to its responsibil it ies. 

In 1975, when the population of Turkey was about 40 million 

people, 33 percent lived in cities and 67 percent lived in rural 

areas. Today the population is 72 mill ion; 60 percent live in 

cities, 40 percent in rural areas. The population of Istanbul is 12 

million today, compared to 4 million in 1976. In 1976 a third of 

the population was illiterate whereas 85 percent can read and 

write today. In 1976 telephone subscribers totaled 6 8 0 

thousand. You could wait 10 years to get a phone line. An 

ordinary citizen was only allowed to take 2 0 0 dollars in foreign 

currency when traveling abroad. Our knowledge of the world 

and communicat ion with it was limited. We were the world's 

fourth most closed economy and paid for the high social costs 

of that in that period. 

In the past 30 years Turkey has come out of its shell, moving 

from a closed economy exporting predominantly agricultural 

products to an economy selling industrial products and services 

to the four corners of the world. Even if not as wealthy as its 

potential, society has become dynamic, open to the world and 

better off. For better or worse, we are the world's contemporary 

today to a degree not seen in our recent history. 

But this positive picture also activated social fault lines, 

bringing with it t remors whose effects we are increasingly 

seeing. When change turned into a nightmare for those who 

could not adapt to it or its pace, the instincts to protect the 

known, turn inward and not leave the flock were strengthened. 

The Turkey of 2 0 0 6 , despite the prevailing crisis psychology, 

is a candidate to play a leading role in tomorrow's world. 

Part icularly because of its position as a functioning structure in 

the middle of one of the world's most unstable regions, it is 

given importance, and its support is sought out. To be able to 

use this position to increase society's well-being depends on 

how creative Turkish people are. This is the quality that I think 

sets this high school apart f rom many others. Perhaps the most 

important value gained in this institution is the free thinking 

spirit that infuses every corner of the campus. It is because free 

thinking combines with freedom of expression and creativity 

under this school 's roof that people graduate from this school 

as an individual. 

Free thinking individuality together with a sense of social 

responsibil ity is the state of being that can merge universal 

values with local values. Such people then manage to be a 

subject of change instead of its object. 

Dear friends, the privilege of studying at a school of 

unparalleled beauty ends today. Some of your fr iendships here 

will last a lifetime. If you ever feel sad at not being here, don't 

fret. What Kavafis said in a poem about his city goes for this 

school too. Even if you should run away from this school , the 

school will always be with you. I will close with lines adapted 

from the esteemed writer Haldun Taner, whom I had the good 

fortune to hear in Mitchell Hall, from his play "Sersem Kocanin 

Kurnaz Kar is i" . Those who are old enough will remember the 

original as read by Munir Ozkul: 'What is senior class? While we 

are studying we are there, when we are gone our voices will be 

but a pleasant echo. In time they will be forgotten. At best we 

will be a faded picture in a yearbook. Our memories remain at 

school . At the end of every year these memories will emerge 

from their hiding places and spill into the corr idors. We are not 

there but our memories will whisper to each other until the end 

of the holidays. The new year brings new students, the 

memories scurry back to their hiding places... Curtain! ' " 

R C A A A Holds 
Annua l Spr ing 
Dinner with 
Sal ih Memecan 
The RC A lumni Assoc ia t ion in Amer ica ' s 

Annua l Spr ing Dinner was held at Derv ish 

Restaurant in New York City on May 25, 2 0 0 6 

with guest speaker Sal ih Memecan . Mr. 

Memecan , one of the most prominent pol i t ical 

car toon is ts in Turkey, the creator of the 

an imated poli t ical sat i re ser ies B iz imCi ty and 

the comic str ip Sizinki ler, received his Ph.D. in 

arch i tecture f rom the Universi ty of Pennsy lvan ia 

as a Fulbright scho lar in 1983. His BA and MA 

degrees in arch i tecture are f rom the Middle East 

Technical Univers i ty in Ankara , Turkey. He is 

marr ied to Nursuna Memecan , RC 75. 

Mr. Memecan 's speech focused on the 

f reedom of expression f rom the point of view of 

a car toonis t . As expected, a l ively interact ion 

with the audience was held over the cont roversy 

of the publ ishing of car toons of Prophet 

Muhammed in a Danish newspaper late last year. 

Mr. Memecan also presented some of his work 

prepared for the World Economic Forum held in 

Davos, Swi tzer land this year. Mr. Memecan 

grac iously autographed his car toon, which he 

created for the RC Annua l Giving Campaign this 

year. 

Upon comple t ion of Mr. Memecan 's sp lendid 

presentat ion, around 40 RC grads and f r iends 

enjoyed Turkish food and had a great t ime 

catching up with old f r iends. 
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Summer Camp 
2006 - Bigger 
and Better 
This summer ' s Robert Col lege S u m m e r Camp was a camp of many f irsts and 

many improvements . "Odyssey of the Senses : The World Awai ts" , the camp's 

central theme, took campers on a journey through five di f ferent c l imates and 

cha l lenged campers to use their f ive senses as never before. 

Over 375 young people, a record enro l lment , enjoyed the many act iv i t ies, 

excurs ions and c lassic R C S C events, including "Crea t i ve Prob lem So l v i ng " , "Carn iva l 

Day" , "S tad ium Day" , a tr ip to B U R C Beach and the first ever R C S C "IN-T.E.N.S.E 

fest" . Other new facets of the camp were the R C S C Bank and Trading Post , where 

campers had to use their Engl ish in order to do their banking and shopp ing . Each 

camper had a " C a m p Passpor t " in which they co l lected s tamps for using their 

Engl ish and contr ibut ing posit ively to the camp. 

Campers also were able to give back to the communi ty through the new 

"Commun i t y Serv ice P r o g r a m " . They helped beaut i fy Kuruçeşme Park and painted a 

mural at the Beşiktaş iş i tme Engel l i ler Eğit im ve Kül tür Derneği (Beşiktaş 

Assoc ia t ion for the Hear ing Impaired). Campers can be seen here at the Kuruçeşme 

Park sel l ing homemade cook ies and lemonade to raise funds and awareness of the 

Dernek. R C S C 06 was the most successfu l ever and plans are a l ready underway for 

an even better R C S C '07 ! 

Bürge Abiral, Lise 12 

RC Students 
Vote for Girl Power 
For the first t ime in many years, the Robert Col lege Student Counci l is to 

be run by a female, Bürge Abi ra l , Lise 12. She was first e lected to the SC 

as one of four class reps in 9 th grade and at the end of 10th grade was 

elected secretary. At the end of 11th grade she decided to run for president 

against one other candidate, who was SC t reasurer at the t ime. " H e was a 

really s t rong candidate both because of his successfu l work with the SC and 

because he is a boarder," she says. 

Bürge says she has her f r iends to thank for her success . " S o m e came to 

schoo l to poster the walls, o thers prepared new posters without my even 

asking them, others lobbied on my behalf, in t roducing me to s tudents who 

might not know me." 

"Anyone who s tands as a candidate for off ice in the SC cannot really say 

things like 'I will do this! ' or 'I promise that! ' because the SC is always a 

team effort, its never just about one person," she points out. This year, SC 's 

goals include more act ively contr ibut ing to the schoo l admin is t ra t ion, 

expanding the annual Fine Ar ts Festival and improving suppor t sys tems for 

student projects. 
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Oya Nuzumlalı,RC 02 

| Y o u n g Graduates 
on Board for RC 
Advancement 

RC is for tunate to have recru i ted two recent graduates to 

expand the A lumn i & Deve lopment Program in Turkey and the 

USA. 

Oya Nuzumlah, RC 02 , s tudied Cogni t ive Sc ience and 

Theater at Dar tmouth Col lege, graduat ing in 2 0 0 6 . She spent 

her col lege years hanging out by an MR machine 100 ,000 

t imes s t ronger than Earth 's magnet ic f ie ld, sw imming in the 

river, go ing on hikes in the upper valley, spend ing nights in the 

cabin, watching the aurora boreal is, and master ing the art of 

s leeping in s leeping bags, quite dif ferent f rom the life she 

leads in Istanbul. Af ter col lege she descended f rom the black 

mounta ins and red fol iage into the rambl ing city of Istanbul, 

and worked in the Rober t Col lege S u m m e r Camp as a 

counselor. 

Oya's new job has her work ing for the Rober t Col lege 

A lumni & Development effort as of Sep tember 2 0 0 6 . She will 

be the first RC graduate ever to work for RC in the New York 

Off ice of the Board of Trustees, and hopes to meet with many 

a lumni in the US. 

Ano the r new arr ival on board at RC is Mehveş Dramur 

Yardımcı, RC 9 6 . Her expert ise in new media technolog ies 

will be an addi t ional s t rength in the A lumni & Development 

Off ice in Istanbul. An avid sai l ing fan like Oya , Mehveş studied 

Management Information Sys tems in German at Marmara 

Universi ty. She worked in market ing high-tech serv ices, 

including local izat ion, 3-D an imat ion and mobi le market ing for 

several years. Like Oya, Mehveş also worked in the Robert 

Col lege S u m m e r Camp, both as a counse lor and the assistant 

director. Mehveş loves animals, and all th ings related to the 

sea and she has recent ly s tar ted windsur f ing . She hopes to 

sail around the wor ld one day and buy a motorcyc le . Mehveş is 

happi ly marr ied to Ker im Yardımcı, another sea-lover, and they 

have a 2-year-old S iamese cat, Yoda, who hopeful ly will 

accompany the couple in their tr ip a round the wor ld as the 

deck gir l . 

RC we lcomes Mehveş and Oya . Their ta lents and passion for 

their A l m a Mater is bound to serve the RC communi ty wel l . 
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T ü r k i y e a t y o u r f i n g e r t i p s 

•if l R a t e d E t h n i c S h o p p i n g S i t e i n d i e W o r l d - A l e x a . c o m 

Excellent service. Website works like a charm. 
To me, thfs is the Turkish Amazon.com. 
Congratulations! 
- Kaan Atilla, California 

This was really a perfect experience. I had 
problems Finding a special Cd of Nltufer in 
Germany, so 1 ordered from Tulumba and this 
deal was perfect. This is the quickest parcel I 
have ever received from the States. 
Congratulations you are the number 1 for me of 
USA!!! Very, very recommended I 
- Martin Vissering, Germany 

This is the best calling card I have ever used... 
Keep it up. 
- Osman Sakiica, Alabama 

Wonderful gifts and perfect packaging* Tulumba 
rocks! 
- Sheila Rossr New York 

http://-Alexa.com


PROFILE 

İsmail 
Cem RC 59 

Not Just 
Politics as 

Usual 

Çharismatic, charming yet strong-wi l led, as at ease 

in Washington as in Ankara, dur ing his tenure as 

foreign minister f rom 1997 - 2 0 0 2 ismail Cem RC 

59 is credi ted with having cemented Turkey's European 

Union membersh ip bid and creat ing an al l - important 

rapprochement with Greece that eventual ly paved the 

way for EU negot iat ions to go ahead. 

Born in Istanbul in 1940, Cem graduated f rom Robert 

Col lege in 1959. He then studied law at the Lausanne 

Faculty of Law, returning to Turkey in 1963 to begin 

working as a journal ist . In 1974, he was asked by then 

pr ime minister Bulent Ecevit RC 44 to take over Turkey's 

state-run TV and radio enterpr ise TRT. 

A socia l democrat keen to br ighten up Turkey's dull 

broadcaster, Cem soon fell foul of conservat ives and was 

f ired after only a year in the job. In 1987 he was elected 

to par l iament for the Socia l Democrat Popul ist Party and 

took off ice as cul ture minister in 1995. 

In 1997, having moved to Bulent Ecevi t 's own party, he 

was made foreign minister, a post he kept through two 

more changes of government . 

In addit ion to his high-prof i le pol i t ical career, he also 

earned a reputat ion as a photographer, with several 

exhibi t ions to his name. Since 2 0 0 2 , he has taught 

ismail Cem with his daughter ipek Cem Taha, RC 85 

poli t ical sc ience c lasses at Istanbul's Bilgi Universi ty. He is 

member of the 'Republ ican People 's Party Counc i l ' . He publ ished 

two books in 2 0 0 4 and 2 0 0 5 , both on foreign pol icy ('Türkiye, 

Avrupa, Avrasya' and 'Avrupa'nın Birliği ve Türkiye') and is 

working on the last vo lume of this tr i logy, which will deal with 

the Middle East. 

The RCQ conducted the fol lowing interview. 

RC Quarterly: You began your career as a journalist. How 
did you then decide to go into public service? 

C e m : Af ter graduat ing f rom Robert Col lege, I s tudied law in 

Lausanne. But I was always interested in both pol i t ics and 

wri t ing, so f rom 1963 onwards, I worked as a journal ist and 

writer. I also publ ished research. In 1974, I was approached by 

then pr ime minister Bülent Ecevit to become head of TRT 

(Turkish state te levis ion and radio). I accepted the posi t ion, 

because I had always bel ieved in public serv ice. Even between 

1987-2003, when I was an MP and held minister ia l posts, I never 

abandoned my identi ty as a writer. As an extension of this, today 

I teach a course on pol i t ics at Bilgi University. 

RCQ: What were your interactions with fellow Robert Kolej 
graduates over the years? Did you work together? 

C e m : Robert Kolej has a very specia l place for me. It is a 

place with which I share the most important re lat ionships in my 

life, including with my wife Elçin A C G 60 and daughter İpek. I 

sti l l see many of my former c lassmates. A m o n g them, the 

person I spent the most t ime with and worked with was the 

publ isher Ercan Arıkl ı , RC 59 who passed away. He was a 

conf idante with whom I exchanged views on many different 

subjects, and whose f r iendship I a lways enjoyed. 

RCQ: Did you have a particular teacher who influenced you? 
How? 

C e m : The teacher who inf luenced met he most at Robert 

Col lege was my Li terature teacher Ekrem Yi rmibeş in . He 

introduced us to new d imens ions in the way we thought about 

Turkey and the wor ld. Going beyond a t radi t ional l i terature c lass, 

he encouraged us to think and analyse. He is one of the key 

f igures in my deve lopment . 

RCQ: You are perhaps best remembered as the architect of 
the recent Turkish-Greek rapprochement. Do you think this is 
your most important legacy? 

C e m : Actua l ly no. Of course this is very impor tant but you 

have to think about i t on another level. My foreign pol icy 

approach both explained and made use of Turkey's history, 

culture and its s t rategic posi t ion. The EU membersh ip process, 

Turkish-Greek rapprochement and good relat ions with our 

neighbours are all part of this approach in which I tr ied to 

recreate Turkey as an inf luent ial internat ional actor. You have 

to look at foreign pol icy as a whole. The rapprochement in 

Turkish-Greek relat ions is one ref lect ion of this. In addi t ion, that 

rapprochement was given momen tum by the suppor t of the 

people in both countr ies, as well as pol i t ical leaders at the t ime. 
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Orhan Pamuk, RA 70, 
Becomes First Turk to 
Win a Nobel Prize 

him amo 

OA 

As the RCQ was about to go to print, we were thrilled to 
hear the news that Orhan Pamuk RA 70 was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature this year. Congratulations to our 
very own Nobel laureate, we are extremely proud to count 
him among our graduates. 

rhan Pamuk, RA 70, author of My Name is Red, Snow and 

hal f -a-dozen other novels, won the Nobel L i terature Pr ize. 

Announc ing the decis ion on October 12th, the Swedish 

Academy said Pamuk, "in the quest for the melancho l ic soul of his 

native city (Istanbul) has d iscovered new symbo ls for the c lash and 

inter lacing of cul tures." 

Pamuk said he was honored to be awarded the prize. "It's such a 

great honor, such a great pleasure," Pamuk told journal is ts at 

Columbia Univers i ty in New York, where he is 

current ly teaching for a year. "I think that this is 

first of all an honor bestowed upon the Turkish 

language, Turkish culture, Turkey and also 

recogni t ion of my labors ... my humble devot ion to 

that great art of the novel," he sa id . 

"In this emerg ing era of dynamic and profound 

shi f ts in our wor ld, Mr. Pamuk reminds us of the 

central role of place in the format ion of character," 

said Columbia Univers i ty President Lee Boll inger. 

"With works t ranslated in 40 different languages, 

he has touched the hearts of readers everywhere 

by chal lenging their understanding of history, 

myth, and legend. 

Turkey celebrated Pamuk's ach ievement . "It is 

great happiness for us all that a Turkish wri ter has won such a 

prest ig ious award," said Foreign Minister Abdul lah Gul . Ano ther 

ce lebrated author, Ya§ar Kemal sa id : "I am del ighted that dear 

Orhan received this award which he so deserved. " 

Fellow Col lege graduate and wri ter Per ihan Magden, RC 79, said 

the award was a boon for Turkish l i terature. "Pamuk ' s award will 

great ly increase interest in Turkey, Turkish wr i ters and Turkish 

art ists. It will pave the way for o ther writers." Born in 1952 into a 

prosperous, secu lar family, Pamuk was intent on becoming a painter 

in his youth . He studied archi tecture at Istanbul Technical Universi ty 

but later turned to wri t ing and studied journa l ism in Istanbul. 

He publ ished his pr ize-winning first novel , Cevdet Bey and His 

Sons, in 1982, a family chronic le in which he descr ibes the shift 

f rom a tradi t ional Ot toman family env i ronment to a more Western 

l i festyle. He has not looked back s ince. 

Pamuk will receive a gold medal and d ip loma, as well as the 

prize sum of 10 mil l ion kronor (1.07 mil l ion euros, 1.37 mil l ion 

dol lars), f rom Sweden 's King Car l XVI Gustaf at a formal ceremony 

in S tockho lm on December 10. 

20 



GRADUATES 
IN THE NEWS 

Intrepid War 
Reporter Damon, 
RC 94, Carves 
Out Career 
as CNN 
Correspondent 
A rwa Damon, RC 94 , has recent ly been making 

headl ines as a C N N cor respondent , report ing from 

all over the tumul tuous Middle East. Based in Baghdad, 

she was recent ly in Lebanon cover ing the confl ict there. 

Before jo in ing CNN in February 2 0 0 6 , Damon spent 

three years cover ing Iraq and the Middle East as a 

f ree lance producer for var ious news organizat ions 

including C N N , P B S and FOX News. 

Most recently, Damon has been embedded with U.S. 

t roops in Baquba near the Iran/Iraq border and Kirkuk, 

the center of the oi l -producing region in Iraq. 

Highl ights of Damon's coverage in Iraq include the U.S. 

A rmy ' s battle in Najaf against the Mehdi A rmy and of 

the battle to retake Samar ra . In November 2 0 0 4 , 

Damon was in Fallujah during the offensive against 

insurgents. Her extensive Iraq coverage also includes 

being the only TV repor ter for "Operat ion Steel 

Cur ta in " in Husayba near the Syr ian border, as well as 

cover ing operat ions into Hadi tha, Hit, Karabi la and 

Ubeydi . In addi t ion to cover ing mil i tary operat ions in 

Iraq, Damon covered the Iraq e lect ions in J a n u a r y 2 0 0 5 

and December 2 0 0 5 , Iraq's const i tu t ional re ferendum 

vote in October 2 0 0 5 and the ongoing tr ial of Saddam 

Husse in . 

Af ter RC, Damon graduated with honors f rom 

Sk idmore Col lege in New York with a double major in 

French and biology and a minor in internat ional affairs. 

She is f luent in Arab ic , French and Turkish. 

Damon's father George Damon was middle school 

d i rector at RC f rom 1988 to 1998. He went f rom there 

to Isjkkent schoo l in izmir and is present ly head of the 

Amer i can Communi ty Schoo l in Beirut . 

To read Arwa Damon's f i rst-hand repor t ing, visit 

cnn .com. 

Google Picks 
Karabey to 
Lead New 
Turkey Office 
The world's biggest search engine Google has appointed Erem Karabey RC 88 to head its operat ions in Turkey. "There are 

16.5 mil l ion people who use the internet in Turkey, and 9 3 % of those people use Google. The fo rmer number comes as a 

nice surpr ise to many who think this number is less - but the latter is usual ly no surpr ise to anybody. This c lear ly shows how 

st rong our brand and consumer reach is in Turkey at the moment , " Karabey told the RCQ. 

He is hopeful that internet penetrat ion in Turkey will increase exponent ia l ly with the int roduct ion of more A D S L lines by 

the leading ISP, Turkish Telekom, and the other ISPs, as access prices decrease over t ime. Cheaper access pr ices on a par 

with western norms will be key to fur ther growth, he says. 

One of Karabey 's pr ior i t ies at Google is to develop Turkey's growing e-business market . "Goog le Turkey was fo rmed in 

order to drive the local izat ion and penetrat ion of current and future Google products, bui lding the par tnersh ips for the 

distr ibut ion of our products like AdSense ;and sel l ing our AdWords product to our business par tners. So far the interest in and 

the usage of our products is t remendous. " 

Af ter graduat ing f rom Boğaziçi Universi ty in 1993, Karabey began work ing in the f inance sector. From 1995 to 1998 he 

worked at the Doğan Medya Group. He completed his M B A at Harvard Universi ty in 2 0 0 0 and then jo ined Ber te lsmann, the 

fourth biggest media company in the wor ld, where he worked first as Bus iness Development Director and then Sales and 

Business Develpment Director. He returned to Turkey in 2 0 0 4 to take up posi t ion as Market ing Manager for S iemens Mobi le 

Turkey, after which he jo ined Google. 

World Bank Turkey Head 
Vorkink, RA 65, Retires 
World Bank Turkey Director Andrew Vorkink, RA 65 , left Turkey in Sep tember at the end of his three year 

appoin tment . Vork ink also ret ired f rom the Wor ld Bank, and returns to Washington where he will be a law professor 

at Amer i can Universi ty in Wash ington, DC teaching internat ional law and deve lopment . Vorkink hopes perhaps to return 

to Turkey next fall to teach in the Istanbul area. 

Vork ink was appointed Turkey di rector in August 2 0 0 3 and took up his job in Sep tember of that year. His tenure was 

marked by s t rong and posit ive relat ions with the Turkish government . A lways suppor t ive of the country 's economic 

reform progress, he was a popular f igure in Ankara . He enjoyed a close relat ionship with Al i Babacan, state minister for 

the economy. 

Under Vorkink's leadership, the World Bank al lowed Turkey access to $ 6.5 bil l ion in loans, which is cons idered to be a 

Bank record in terms of the shor t t ime per iod over which the loans were approved. 

Vork ink cont inued his t ies with RC, many years after his graduat ion. While in Turkey, he addressed members of the 

RC communi ty in the Annua l Giving Kick-off d inner on October 22, 2 0 0 4 . As the guest speaker of the evening, a lmost 

40 years after he studied and lived at Robert Col lege, Vork ink spoke of the chal lenges ahead for Turkey in its long and 

arduous process of jo in ing the European Union and ended on the note, I ask you to give Robert Col lege s tudents the 

chance I was given by this outs tanding inst i tut ion to make a contr ibut ion to Turkey's bright future. 

Arwa Damon, RC 94 
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Suna Kıraç, ACG 60, lighting a candle 
for education during the Annual Giving 
Kick-off dinner of 1995. She was the 
guest speaker at the event. 

Suna Kıraç, ACG 60, 
A Tale of Courage 
Readers have been gr ipped by the larger-than-l i fe memoi rs of renowned 

bus inesswoman and phi lanthropist Suna Kıraç, A C G 6 0 , who suf fers f rom 

Amyot roph ic Lateral Sc leros is (ALS) also known as Lou Gehr ig 's Disease, a rare 

disease which has seen her lose all her motor ski l ls. Shor t ly after publ icat ion on 

June 15th, 2 0 0 6 , Ömrümden Uzun ideallerim Var, (I Have Dreams Longer Than 

My Years) became an overnight best-seller. The book is expected to sell more 

than 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 copies by October. 

Kıraç began wri t ing the book in 1998, but was interrupted by the diagnosis of 

the disease which would progressively destroy her motor funct ions and 

eventual ly see her conf ined to a bed, able to communica te only by bl inking her 

eyes. The book was eventual ly completed this year by her husband İnan Kıraç and 

col league Ceng iz Solakoğlu, and edited by Rıdvan Akar. 

Kıraç wri tes openly of growing up in Turkey's i l lustr ious Koç family and her 

educat ion at A C G from age 12, which she says were " the best years of my l i fe". 

She recal ls d inner on her first day. Seated at the table of then headmist ress Miss 

Summers , Kıraç refused to eat the sausages put in front of her. "The 

headmist ress warned me, 'if you don't eat that, you and I will be here until 

morn ing ' . So I swal lowed the sausages . From that day on, I have eaten whatever 

is put in front of me. On my first day at the Col lege, I learnt an amaz ing lesson." 

Kıraç wri tes of being very moved by the novel Çalıkuşu, by Reşat Nuri 

Güntekin, as an Orta 2 student . She spent that s u m m e r vo lunteer teaching at an 

impover ished pr imary schoo l . "Despi te being very young, I felt the weight of the 

country 's poverty and the sor ry state of educat ion here," she wri tes. It was to be 

the beginning of a l i felong campaign for better educat ion in Turkey. 

Kıraç credi ts the Col lege with having given her many values, "most 

important ly, we learned to make fr iends without being se l f i sh" . She also 

d iscusses her f r iendships with a " b o h e m i a n " crowd of fel low RC and A C G 

students who inc luded Ayşe Şaşa, A C G 67, Engin Cezzar, RC 55, Genco Erkal , RC 

57 and others. 

Later, Kıraç wri tes in detai l of her marr iage to İnan Kıraç, whom she descr ibes 

as " the greatest gift of my l i fe", and her successfu l subsequent career in 

business. 

She recal ls the horror and pain of being d iagnosed with A L S , which destroys 

motor capabi l i t ies while leaving brain funct ions intact. The book is a testament 

to the ext raord inary courage shown by Kıraç in the face of this i l lness, and the 

loving suppor t she receives f rom her f r iends and family. 

Despite her total immobi l i ty - her husband Inan for instance, f inds a way to 

take her to Par is, a city she loved, and even to lower her into the Medi ter ranean 

to feel the water - Kıraç is stil l mental ly act ive, communica t ing by bl inking her 

eyes to signi fy letters. She is also involved with projects, including plans to build 

a massive new cul tural center. 

Al l proceeds f rom the book will go to the Turkish Educat ion Vo lun teers 

Foundat ion, which Kıraç helped found and of which she wri tes: "We will never get 

anywhere by lament ing the state of this count ry and cr i t ic iz ing the ones in power. 

We have to become part of the so lu t ion. That can only happen through an 

organized movement . Lack of educat ion ! This is at the heart of all that is wrong." 

A generous phi lanthropist , Kıraç served as RC Trustee f rom 1989 to 2001 and 

was the major donor for the school 's Suna Kıraç Theater Hall erected in 1991, 

named in her honor. 

Metin Ergin, RC 46 

Journalist 
Metin Ergin, 
RC 46, Publishes 
Memoirs 

eteran journal is t Met in Ergin, RC 4 6 , has 

col lected his impressions f rom an eventful life 

in İşte Biz Böyleyiz (That's How We Are), by Altın 

Kitaplar. A lively account of 60 years at the 

forefront of Turkey's recent history, sec t ions of the 

book will be of par t icu lar interest to RC graduates. 

He recal ls for instance: "In 1942, the famous poet 

Necip Fazıl Kısakürek came to Robert Col lege as a 

l i terature teacher and taught us for two years. A 

lot of people said 'You've had it, he's mad...He's got 

a terr ible temper... ' But in a shor t t ime we 

understood what an incredible teacher he 

w a s . W h i l e o ther l i terature teachers would have us 

reading in c lass, Necip Fazıl taught us: how to write 

a news story, how to create a play, the f ine art of 

shor t s tory wr i t ing, the secrets of being a poet and 

tips for wri t ing a novel ." 

In another anecdote, he descr ibes how at Robert 

Col lege s tudents were taught to sing the İstiklal 

Marşı (Turkish nat ional anthem) based on its 

musical s t ructure. No memor iz ing was al lowed. 

Ergin a lso talks about several important teachers, 

including chemis t ry teacher J o h n Burns, German 

teacher Prof. Kunick and l i terature teacher Char les 

McNea l . "Char les McNea l was an Amer i can who 

had a lot of cur iosi ty about Turkey. He arr ived in 

Turkey on a boat f rom Amer i ca in 1920, when he 

was just 23. En route, he met Muhsin Er tuğru l . In 

the 39 years he taught at Robert Col lege, he never 

missed one of the İstanbul City Theaters ' plays...In 

his teaching career he taught one pr ime minister, 

one mayor, four ministers, three holding owners, 12 

journal is ts and hundreds of business people. When 

cal led upon he would tell his s tudents 'Don' t be 

keen to go abroad. Serve your own country, ' ." 

Perhaps the most touching recol lect ion f rom 

Ergin's schoo l years is when he recounts meet ing 

the son of a wel l -known cheese factory owner in 

1938. He not iced that this cheese industry sc ion 

was always with the same f r iend. That boy turned 

out to be his father 's but ler 's son - the industr ial ist 

had insisted that they both attend the schoo l , and 

in fact suppor ted both boys through university. 
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Geotechnical 
Engineering 
Researcher 
Honored in China 
Mehmet Tümay RC Eng 59, Dist inguished Professor 

Emer i tus at Louis iana State Univers i ty and an adjunct 

professor at Boğaziçi, was recent ly honored by his peers at 

the Geio Shangha i International Conference for his 

cont r ibut ions to the field of geotechnica l eng ineer ing . The 

conference was held in Shangha i , Ch ina, J u n e 6-8. 

Tümay has done extensive research for the past 40 

years in the areas of in-situ evaluat ion of eng ineer ing 

proper t ies of soi ls, soi l phys icochemica l behavior and novel 

methods of soi l improvement . He has earned nat ional and 

internat ional recogni t ion f rom the consul t ing and academic 

communi t ies for his p ioneer ing research accompl ishments , 

mainly in e lect ron ic cone penetrat ion and computer -a ided 

data co l lec t ion/ reduct ion sys tems for evaluat ion of the 

engineer ing behavior of part iculate media . He has served 

as pr incipal invest igator of numerous grants f rom 

prest ig ious nat ional and internat ional agencies. A major 

in ternat ional consul t ing company f rom The Nether lands 

establ ished the "Fugro Post-Doctora l fel lowship at LSU 

dedicated to the advancement of in-situ test ing under Dr. 

Tümay's superv is ion" . 

Tümay was an act ive faculty member at L S U f rom 1976¬

2 0 0 5 , and served the L S U Col lege of Engineer ing as the 

assoc ia te dean for research and graduate studies and as 

d i rector of the Donald W. Clayton Interdiscipl inary Graduate 

Program in Engineer ing Sc ience. He is current ly a 

d is t inguished vis i t ing professor at the Korean Advanced 

Institute for Sc ience and Technology in South Korea, and an 

adjunct professor at Boğaziçi Univers i ty in Istanbul. 

Tümay received a bachelor of sc ience degree f rom 

Robert Col lege Schoo l of Eng ineer ing . He received a 

master 's degree f rom the Univers i ty of Virg in ia and 

completed a Ph.D. at Istanbul Technical University, where he 

later received a postdoctora l Docent degree. His academic , 

research and consul t ing aff i l iat ions include universi t ies, 

research inst i tut ions and industry in the Uni ted States, The 

Nether lands, France, Turkey, Korea, Norway, Taiwan, Po land, 

Brazi l and People 's Republ ic of Ch ina . 

Arman Manukyan 
Celebrates 50 
Years at Boğaziçi 

A rman Manukyan RC 51, a legend on the Boğaziçi 

Universi ty campus, can count many of Turkey's 

leading business people among the 16,000 s tudents 

he has taught in his 50 -year career as a business studies 

professor. 

Born in 1931, Manukyan entered Robert Col lege as a lise 

student in 1945. His closest f r iends included future cul ture 

minister Talat Ha lman, his cousin Mahmut Öngören, Oktay 

Yenal and Rahmi Koç. In 1949, together with Ha lman, 

Öngören he put together a hand-pr inted magaz ine cal led 

The Tower which they sent off to universi t ies in the US. In 

L ise 2, he began to take a keen interest in spor ts . To join the 

spor ts club, candidates had to complete a walk f rom 

Emirgan to istinye, Maslak, Harbiye, Taksim, Dolmabahçe 

and Bebek. The walk began at noon, and ended at 8 p m . He 

also jo ined the footbal l team, which used to compete against 

a different istanbul lise or universi ty team every Wednesday. 

In lise, he also took up photography. Despite object ions f rom 

his family, he set up a dark room at home to print his own 

pictures. 

Manukyan first wore a bowtie in 1955, on the occas ion of 

a party at A C G . His aunt so admired his look, she suggested 

he always wear one. He did- in t ime, he became famous for 

his bowties, and his co l lect ion grew to number over 100. 

In 1951, he graduated and began import ing mach inery 

parts with his family. He marr ied Al is in 1995. That same 

year, a chance meet ing would change his fate. He bumped 

into his old c lassmate Oktay Yenal in Taksim. A teacher at 

Boğaziçi, Yenal had been t ransferred to Erzurum, so he 

asked Manukyan if he would take over his teaching dut ies at 

Boğaziçi. On Sep tember 14, Manukyan began a career that 

he would devote his life to. 

In 1958, he was awarded a Fulbright scho larsh ip and 

began a graduate degree in business admin is t ra t ion. In 

1960, he returned to Turkey, cont inuing both with teaching, 

and the family business. In 1971 RC became Boğaziçi 

Universi ty and Manukyan became a faculty member. He 

earned a reputat ion as a lively professor who brought a 

wealth of real world exper ience and anecdotes to the 

c lass room. His former student Cem Boyner RC 74 says of 

him "F rom A rman Hoca, I learnt that profi ts might one day 

be recorded as losses, that even happiness has a cost, and 

also how to be a man, " . 

A l though he ret ired in 1982, Manukyan cont inued 

teaching part- t ime. Indefatigable, for the past 10 years, he 

has taught Con temporary Issues in Account ing once a week. 

"I will teach as long as I live," he has sa id . 
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GRADUATES 
IN THE NEWS 

Kenan Şahin, RA 60, Honored 
For Contributions to US 
Educator, en t repreneur and business leader Kenan E. Şahin, RA 6 0 , was honored by the International Institute of Boston 

recent ly as the recipient of its 2 0 0 6 Golden Door Award for his "outs tand ing contr ibut ion to Amer i can soc ie ty " . Dr. Şahin 

is the founder and Chief Execut ive Off icer of TIAX L L C , a leading col laborat ive product and technology deve lopment f i rm that 

accelerates innovat ion to help c l ients achieve growth and create an impact in the market—and in people's l ives. TIAX was 

fo rmed in Apr i l 2 0 0 2 f rom the Technology and Innovation business of A r thu r D. Litt le, Inc. and cont inues to operate at Aco rn 

Park in Cambr idge, Mass., with over 50 laborator ies and more than 2 0 0 engineers and sc ient is ts . 

Interviewed for a commemora t i ve f i lm shown at the Golden Door award ceremony this year, Şahin sums up his life 

lessons. "Every th ing is possib le" , he learned at MIT. He urges the audience to " L e a d a life of inquiry" . Referr ing to his own 

father who was a great s tory teller, he s t resses the impor tance of good communica t ion , a skil l that requires empathy with 

others. 

Şahin first went to the US as a student in 1961 to at tend MIT, with just $ 5 0 in his pocket. He worked on developing and 

patent ing a format which would ant ic ipate the Internet, al lowing computers to communica te with each other. He 

subsequent ly carved out an ext raord inary career in technology deve lopment . In 1999, he sold his company Kenan Sys tems to 

Lucent Technologies and became v ice-president at Bell Laborator ies , its sof tware d iv is ion. In 2 0 0 3 , he was chosen one of 40 

wor ldwide technolog ica l p ioneers by the World Economic Forum. 

The first Golden Door Award event was held in 1971 and has since become a unique tradit ion to honor a U.S. c i t izen of 

foreign birth who has made an outstanding cont r ibut ion to Amer i can society. 

Şahin has been an RC Trustee s ince 1999. He lives in Boston with his wife Andrea . 

Boğaziçi Educator Honored 
In honor of his 50 years of serv ice, Vedat Yerl ici RC Eng 51, a long-t ime professor of 

eng ineer ing and senior adminis t rator at Boğaziçi University, was s ingled out for his 

cont r ibut ions to the schoo l by having a conference hall dedicated to his name. 

Vedat Yerl ici graduated f rom RC Eng in 1951 and began teaching at the schoo l in 

February 1956. In his 50 years of serv ice, he played a key role both as an educator and 

an admin is t ra tor dur ing momentous changes, including the t ransi t ion f rom Robert 

Col lege to Boğaziçi University. 

In 1969, Prof. Yerl ic i became the first Turkish dean of Robert Col lege Engineer ing 

Schoo l , a posi t ion he held until 1982. Under his leadership, the schoo l expanded its 

undergraduate and graduate programs and in t roduced two new depar tments , Industrial 

Engineer ing and Nuc lear Eng ineer ing . Prof Yerl ici also contr ibuted to the founding of 

the Se ismic Engineer ing Research Institute, The Env i ronmenta l Engineer ing Research 

Institute and the B iomedica l Engineer ing Research Institute at B U . 

A well- loved teacher in the Const ruc t ion Engineer ing depar tment , Prof. Yerl ic i was 

an inspirat ion to many s tudents over his 50 -year teaching career. In the 1968-69 

academic years, he was nominated by s tudents for the McNea l Award for 'Best 

Pro fessor ' . 

The Vedat Yerl ici Conference Hall was off icial ly dedicated on J u n e 27, 2 0 0 6 , at a 

ceremony commemora t i ng Prof. Yerl ic i 's 50 years of serv ice, led by BU rector Prof. 

Ayşe Soysa l , A C G 67. The bui lding on the main BU campus includes several seminar 

rooms and two conference halls and hosts graduate seminars and sc ient i f ic conferences. 

Vedat Yerlici RC Eng 51 

Burhan Karaçam RA 68 

Leading Turkish 
Banker Karaçam 
Publishes Yapı 
Kredi Memoirs 
Many a Turkish journal is t has descr ibed Burhan 

Karaçam RA 68 as the pr ince of Turkey's 

banking sector. Karaçam is probably best known for 

his 12-year tenure at the helm of Yapı Kredi , one of 

Turkey's largest banks. The per iod was an eventful 

one in the bank's life, coming as it did in the midst of 

1980s economic expansion, and then cont inuing 

through the entry of its owner Çukurova into mobile 

phone company Turkcell - a move that would have 

profound impact on the bank's posi t ion. 

Karaçam has col lected his impress ions of this 

fascinat ing per iod in Orası Yapı Kredi Fark Oradaydı 

(That Was Yapı Kredi , That Was the Difference), 

publ ished by Yapı Kredi Yayınları. In his foreword, 

Karaçam explains that he wrote the book because he 

wanted " to leave a record" . He gives his readers 

access to the ins and outs of one of Turkey's most 

successfu l banking stor ies, char t ing both its 

successes and fai lures. 

Burhan Karaçam descr ibes his tenure as general 

manager as fol lows: "In the 12 years that I was 

general manager (from 1987-1999) Yapı Kredi grew 

organical ly and was always first in the sector in 

many respects.. . .During this per iod, because the 

bank was unable to s t rengthen its own resources by 

cash capital inject ion, i t grew through the resources 

created by its human capi tal . " 

Karaçam st resses that it was a s t rong sense of 

teamwork that made Yapı Kredi the formidable 

inst i tut ion it is today. He also d iscusses the bank's 

forward- looking pol icy of invest ing in the arts and 

culture, including set t ing up a successfu l publ ishing 

arm. 

Karaçam's analysis provides valuable insight into 

Turkey's banking sec tor dur ing a ro l lercoaster 

decade and makes for a fascinat ing read. It will be as 

much of interest to the general reader, as to those 

interested in the f inancial wor ld. 
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GRADUATES IN 
THE NEWS 

Helping Tiny Babies Live -
Doctor Leads Turkey's 
Neonatal Care Field I 
No two days are the same for Pınar Boncuk Dayanıklı, RC 83 who heads the 

neonatal care unit at Istanbul's Amer ican Hospital, one of the few special ized 

centers in Turkey to offer premature babies a chance of surv ival . 

After graduating from Robert College, Dayanıklı attended medical school at 

Istanbul University and became a doctor. Wanting to gain more hands-on experience, P I N A R  B O N C U K  
she then went to the Massachuset ts General Hospital in Boston, one of Harvard University's teaching hospitals, where she completed 

a three year residency in pediatr ics. "Dur ing my years there, I did many rotations in different subspecial t ies of pediatr ic care and 

realized that I loved attending births, taking care of sick babies, doing certain procedures and working with a constant stream of 

adrenal ine in my blood. I wanted to do intensive care, take care of really sick patients and work hard to try and heal." 

"I realized that what I wanted to do, also had to be something doable in Turkey. Perhaps something relatively new, something I 

could make a difference in," she adds. Dayanıklı became a newborn intensive care special ist, known as a neonatologist. She 

completed a fel lowship at the University of Cal i fornia in San Francisco and then returned to Turkey. "In a few months time, I was 

involved in start ing up a brand new unit, educat ing nurses, attending births (a novel concept then) and slowly building up a reputation 

taking care of 5 0 0 gram babies, or twins and triplets and somet imes quadruplets." 

Neonato logy is a field that has been developing since the 1970s with the advent of new drugs and therapies. It is 

a relatively new but growing field in Turkey. "In neonatology, I believe that every patient is a success story if that 

baby is going home with her parents. Success should mean a well healed child with no major morbidit ies, full 

medical and social adaptat ion to life," says Dayanıklı. As the degree of prematuri ty increases, the chances of 

survival and chances of a problem-free life begin to decrease. Current recommendat ions are such that resuscitat ive 

efforts for a less than 24 week baby (5.5 months) are considered futile. The survival rate of a 24-weeker would be 

5 0 % in well developed countr ies and the chances of leading a life with no major morbidity would be somewhere 

around the same rate. 

Dayanıklı is a treasure trove of miracle stor ies. "One day we received a call f rom a father who had a newborn 

son born at 22 weeks at another institution. Given the stat ist ics for survival , the newborn baby was rightfully placed 

aside; given some comfort measures, but no resuscitative help. This father believed deep in his heart that his son 

would make it and he wanted to have the baby transferred to our unit if there was any hope. Reluctantly, we 

admitted this 4 0 0 gram infant (fetus is a better term) to our unit. He had fused eyes (expectedly), gelat inous skin 

and looked like a true 22 week fetus. Amazingly, he had no lung or heart problems. He was fed without difficulty, 

had none of the premature baby problems we are so used to dealing with. He left our hospital on the 95 th day, weighing 2 ,300grams, 

with no seeing or hearing def ic iencies. He has been visit ing us on his birthdays and is now 4 years old." 

In Dayanıklı's unit, survival is close to 9 0 % . The unit's success rate in dealing with prematuri ty-related issues such as chronic lung 

problems, bleeding in the brain, eye problems that could lead to blindness, hearing problems and neurological problems compares 

well -if not better- with other leading countr ies. 

In Turkey, one of the biggest chal lenges of newborn intensive care is that it is expensive. " Lack of central ized health care makes it 

very difficult for patients to have access to good care in Turkey," says Dayanıklı. "Universi ty and state hospitals are very crowded due 

to high demand; consequent ly quality of care suffers because of inadequate personnel or equipment. Pr ivate institutions 

unfortunately can only serve out-of -pocket payers and maybe a very small percentage of privately insured." On a personal level, as a 

pediatr ician, Dayanıklı says that even after many years in practice it is still hard to have to inform parents that their baby not might 

survive. In dealing with premature babies, Dayanıklı and her team somet imes have to make decisions regarding life or death. An 

extremely premature baby who has ser ious bleeding in the brain decreases her chances of living a normal life to 10-15%. Carry ing on 

with major resuscitative efforts at that point might mean a blind infant who cannot walk or lead a normal life. Parents need to be 

notif ied of such risks and a consensus needs to be reached regarding how aggressive one needs to be in treatment. 

Families go through very difficult t imes while their babies are in the unit. In addit ion to the physical care of the infant, Dayanıklı 

and her team need to be able to offer emotional support for the famil ies. But the rewards of her job are immense, she says. "Lucki ly, 

most newborns get better fast and most premature babies get better with meticulous good care. I can say, without hesitat ion, that I 

got what I asked for. I am both happy and proud to be a member of a team of doctors and nurses taking care of these tiny babies." 

FROM OUR 
MAILBAG 

Istanbul, 14.7.2006 

I was very moved by the pages dedicated in my name 

under the meaningfu l headl ine "Thank You Feyyaz 

Be rke r " in the Spr ing / S u m m e r 2 0 0 6 issue of the RC 

Quar ter ly magaz ine . Firstly, I would like to thank 

everyone who cont r ibuted to this ar t ic le. 

Al l of the posi t ive deve lopments made hand in hand 

with my fel low Robert Col lege graduates to our 

schoo l and the Hisar Eğit im Vakfı (Hisar Educat ion 

Foundat ion) make me immense ly proud and happy. 

But the pr incipal mot ivat ion behind my decis ion to 

retire now is my desire to see you young people take 

over our roles, and watch your innovat ion and 

successes along this path. 

I would like to thank once again all those f r iends who 

suppor ted me unf laggingly dur ing my t ime in this 

va luable posi t ion and the Robert Col lege Family, who 

apprec iated and valued our ef for ts. 

Af fec t ionate ly yours, 

Feyyaz Berker RC Eng 46 
RC Trustee f rom 1986 to 2 0 0 6 
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FUND 
RAISING 

RC Launches 2006-2007 
Annual Giving Campaign 

R obert Col lege launched its 2 0 0 6 - 2 0 0 7 Annua l Giving 

campaign on October 12th, with a Kick-off Dinner at 

Biz im Tepe at tended by Class Agen ts across the 

years, as well as High Honor donors, scho larsh ip donors, 

representat ives of corporate donors and RC Trustees. 

Lauding last year 's campa ign , Headmaster J o h n Chandler 

noted that 1,742 alumni contr ibuted to the effort, raising a 

total of more than $1.5 mi l l ion. Highl ight ing the impor tance 

of these funds to sustain the school 's scho larsh ip program, 

he sa id , "The chal lenge this year, is to do even better, with a 

goal of surpass ing 2 0 0 0 donors . " 

Guest speaker at the event was Prof. Dr. Tosun Terzioğlu 

RA 61, Sabancı Univers i ty rector, who spoke about Robert 

Col lege as "a schoo l which gives a person the values to make 

them human ' ' . "Yes , good educat ion is an expensive 

enterpr ise," he sa id, "but the cost of ignorance is so much 

greater." 

Terzioğlu recounted his own family 's involvement with the 

schoo l as an i l lustrat ion of the profound and life 

t ransforming impact the Col lege can have. His mother, 

Mel iha Cevdet, graduated f rom a pr imary schoo l in the 

Guest speaker of the 2006/7 
Annual Giving Kick-off dinner, 

Prof. Dr. Tosun Terzioglu, RA 61. 

vi l lage of Turgutlu on the Aegean coast in 1925. Her father 

was a big fan of Hal ide Edip A C G 01, and determined to send 

his daughter to the same schoo l she was f rom. Aged 10, 

Mel iha Cevdet t raveled to istanbul and began her s tudies as 

a boarder at the Col lege. She would go on to study biology 

and later complete a doctorate in physio logy at Yale -one of 

only two women to receive that degree in 1936. 

The evening conc luded with the award ceremony to honor 

the most successfu l c lass agents , l isted below. 

Class Agent Hilmi Guvenal RC 80 and longtime 
Annual Giving donor Sibel Ankan, RC 73. 

From L to R: Class Agents Oral Bozyiğit RC 98, Meltem Aran RC 96, 
Kutlu Kazancı RC 96, Serra Levi, Erez Navaro RC 96 and Fulya Çanakçı RC 95 
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2005-2006 Annual Giving 
Campaign Outstanding Classes 
LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION LEVEL OF GIVING 
1-RC 76 1-RC 75 

Class Agents: Class Agents: 

Nedim Ölçer Cihan Uzunçarşılı Baysal 

Yasemin Palandüz Kahya Engin Özkaraca Ölçer 

2-RA 68 2-RC 84 , 

Class Agents: Class Agents: 

Behçet Demircan iclal Büyükdevrim Özçelik Behçet Demircan 
ilgin Özden 

Rıfat Karakimseli 
ilgin Özden 

3-ACG 61 
3-RC 76 

3-ACG 61 
Class Agents: 

Class Agents: 
Class Agents: 

Class Agents: 
Nedim Ölçer 

Sezen Tezcan Malta 
Nedim Ölçer 

Sezen Tezcan Malta 
Yasemin Palandüz Kahya 

Leyla Batu Pekcan 4-RA 6 8 
4-RA 61 Class Agents: 
Class Agents: Behçet Demircan 
Y. Aydın Bilgin Rıfat Karakimseli 
Hasan Subaşı 5-RC 73 
5-RC 9 0 Class Agents: 
Class Agents: Harika Erler Ahmet 

Okan Atil la Nevzat Fresko 

Meltem Ince Okvuran 6-RC 83 

Mete Tuncel Class Agent: 

6-ACG 53 Serra Mansur Soysal 

Class Agent: 7-RC 74 

Suna Özyiğit Gürçay Class Agents: 

7-RC 75 Metin Mansur 7-RC 75 
Rengin Akün Kevenk 

Class Agents: 
Rengin Akün Kevenk 

Class Agents: 
8-RC 85 

Cihan Uzunçarşılı Baysal 
Class Agents: 

Engin Özkaraca Ölçer 
Class Agents: 

Engin Özkaraca Ölçer 
Bilge Yavuz Rızvani 

Ali Yılmaz 
8-ACG 45 

Bilge Yavuz Rızvani 

Ali Yılmaz 
Class Agent: 9--RC 9 0 
Necla Solak Kavala Class Agents: 
9-ACG 55 Okan Atil la 
Class Agent: Meltem ince Okvuran 
Ayla Un Gümüşlügil Mete Tuncel 
10-RC 92 10-RC 87 
Class Agent: Class Agent: 

Kaan Okurer Burak Pekcan 

ACG 70 Class Agent Candan Fetvacı and loyal supporter of 
the Annual Giving Campaign, Sedat Ergin RC 75. 
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Celebrating an Age-old Tradition -

Opening 
Day 2006 

FEYYAZ BERKEft HALL 



The opening of the school year each September is a rite 

that manages to be different and yet unique every 

t ime. The air is rich with a sense of possibil i t ies. Like a 

teenager before a date, the school has been freshly painted 

and readied. The faculty, energized after a summer which 

many spend in training and refresher courses abroad, prepare 

to greet their students. Marble Hall teems with clusters of 

students happy to be among their fr iends again, poring over 

their schedules, trying to f igure out where their classes are 

held... It is an eventful day, full of hope and anticipation for the 

year ahead, a smal l t ime out before the humdrum of day-to­

day living sets in. We hope the following spread brings back a 

little of that sense of possibil ity to you. The select ion of 

pictures from this year 's Opening Day is intended to capture 

the many faces of this tradit ion, ones that will resonate with 

you, even after many years. 

RC Headmaster J o h n Chandler wrote the following 

introduct ion to this feature. "Schoo l opened on a rainy 

day in September, thus offering the promise that we 

will have a good year. And so far, that promise has been 

realized indeed! A dynamic group of new teachers have joined 

an excellent incoming Lise Prep class to bring addit ional 

strength and spirit to the campus. 

This year's Opening Ceremony speeches emphasized the 

importance of a sense of communi ty for Robert Col lege - on 

campus, in Turkey, and in the world. Please take the t ime to 

read Jenni fer Sertel 's powerful speech in the pages following 

about what RC students should value. It sets a moral agenda 

for the school community, and it is one which we will 

emphasize. (the other speeches, including Turkish Director 

Güler Erdur and SC President Bürge Abiral L 12, can be found 

on the on the school website: www.robcol.k12.tr) 

Any recent RC graduate knows Jenny Sertel , not only as a 

superb teacher but for her passionate care for others. Her 

work in our Outreach program over the years has led to the 

creation of the WINPEACE peace educat ion program, which 

brings high school students from Turkey, Greece, and North 

and South Cyprus together to find ways of understanding each 

other and to build cultural bridges. Another of Jenny 's 

initiatives is SWETA, a highly successful annual summer 

program held on the RC campus which provides enr ichment 

courses for English teachers in Anatol ian public schools. She 
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is a force for good at RC, and her spirit is ref lected in the 

words of her speech. 

We have spent a great deal of t ime examining the nature of 

our own communi ty as well. This has led to the creation of the 

"Rober t College Att i tude Goals and Expectat ions." (see p 38). 

There is nothing dramatic about this list of basic values, but it 

is important to see them as the principles which we hold most 

high in a school devoted to learning and growing in a cl imate 

of mutual trust and support . As our students look at the 

chaos in the world around them, it is ever more important for 

them to see that a group of people can, in fact, live and work 

in a community which operates according to shared values. It 

is one of the things that schools are uniquely able to do, and a 

school that denies the opportuni ty is failing its students. 

At the same time, we are also examining our residential 

program to make sure that the boarding students receive the 

full benefit of the opportunity that they have to live on the RC 

campus either 5 or 7 days a week. In the last few years the 

number of 7-day boarders has risen dramatically. Currently, 

almost 120 (70%) of our boarders are 7-day residents. This 

means that they come from all over Anatol ia, bringing an 

important diversity to our student body. They are important 

to the well-being of the school and, at the same time, we have 

an unusual opportunity to provide for them a comprehensive 

living and learning experience which goes far beyond the 

classes and activit ies of the day students ' lives. Graduates 

who were boarding students know what I am talking about. 

Many of their best memor ies of Robert College are from the 

dormitor ies. 

A school is not just about lessons and learning. A good 

school goes far beyond that, and a great school creates an 

ethos of caring and mutual support , as well as a sense of 

belonging, which t ransforms it into a world of its own. This 

does not happen by accident. The strengths, tradit ions and 

values of Robert Col lege have placed it on a pedestal, both in 

Turkey and globally. It falls to all of us to be sure that we keep 

it there." 

Below we include excerpts from a moving and though-

provoking speech given on Opening Day 2 0 0 6 by 

Jenn i fer Serte l , long-standing English Language and 

Literature teacher at RC and creator of the innovative Peace 

Education program. 

"What do I want to tell you? So much! 

I want to tell you...Be careful ! I want to tell you... We have to 

do something! 

It is a dangerous t ime to be a Turkish soldier these days. 

YOU are almost that age. Some of you are that age now. 

And it's not just Turkish soldiers who are in danger. Civi l ians 

are also in danger, especial ly in places like Lebanon, Gaza, 

Afghanistan, Iraq. Bombs are indiscriminate. 

The 20th century has been one of the most violent periods 

in human history. Prof Charles Tilly, author of "The Polit ics of 

Collective V io lence" makes the following shocking observat ion: 

More collective v iolence was visited upon the world in the 

twentieth century than in any century of the previous ten 

thousand years. . O v e r the century as a whole, the proport ion 
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of war deaths suffered by civi l ians rose start l ingly: according to one 

estimate, they rose from 5 percent in World War I to 50 percent in 

World War II, all the way to 90 percent in wars of the 1 9 9 0 s ! 

Est imates may vary but there is no doubt that it is a dangerous 

world even for civi l ians. 

You as the future leaders of Turkey and the world have to learn 

how to make the world a more peaceful place. You just have to. 

I realize that is a huge statement. But I really believe you can do 

it. 

But there are leaders and there are leaders. Leaders have led the 

human race into war. Hitler was a leader. But some leaders have 

inspired the human race to take a difference path: the path towards 

peace. Gandhi with his principles of nonviolence was, of course, 

such a leader. 

I can hear your thoughts!! But what can WE do?? What can I 

do? I am only a student. This woman up there can't expect me to 

be able to do something to make the world a better place. Come on! 

Ok. Let me quote Lao Tzu, a Chinese poet who was born in 570 

BC. [over 2 5 0 0 years ago!!] [World lit students will recognize that 

name!] 

If there is to be peace in the world, 

There must be peace in the nations. 

If there is to be peace in the nations, 

There must be peace in the cities. 

If there is to be peace in the cities, 

There must be peace between neighbors. 

If there is to be peace between neighbors, 

There must be peace in the home. 

If there is to be peace in the home, 
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RC Attitude Goals / Expectations 
Robert College expects its students to meet 
high standards of behavior. We expect you 
to: 
Respect all members of the RC community 
--be polite to everyone, at all times==fellow 
students, faculty, staff, and workers 
--be prepared to listen to others in class and 
during assemblies and performances 
--avoid behavior that will cause discomfort to 
others, including using cell phones at the 
wrong time and making noise in halls when 
classes are in session 
Behave honestly and ethically 
--do your own work 
--give credit to those who help you 
--cite the sources you use 
Be proactive about your learning and to be 
prepared for school 
--ask for help when you don't understand 
--if you are absent, ask the teacher about 
any work you have missed 
--come prepared to each class with materials 

you need, including paper, books, pens, 
pencils 
--wear the correct clothing for special 
classes such as labs or PE 
Be respectful of others' needs 
--don't disturb others during class time 
--ask task-appropriate questions 
--practice active listening 
Manage time well 
--come to school on time 
--always be on time for class 
--hand in assignments on time / meet 
deadlines 
--prioritize your tasks and plan ahead 
Be able to work both cooperatively and 
individually, according to instructions 
--take personal responsibility for the tasks 
you are expected to complete 
--take responsibility for your contribution in 
team efforts 
Respect and follow school rules 
--read the Student Handbook 

--ask questions if you don't understand the 
rules 
--follow the dress code 
--follow AUP (Acceptable Use Policy) when 
using computers in the school 
Take responsibility for your (physical and 
social) environment 
--leave spaces you have used (classrooms, 
canteen, outdoor spaces) clean and orderly 
--take care of all school property and report 
any problems 
--throw garbage into the proper bins 
--recycle by placing recyclable items into the 
labeled bins 
--appreciate and protect bulletin board 
displays and other work that is on view 
throughout the school 
Contribute to the school community 
--participate in and support school activities 
--suggest ways to improve the school 
--support the Student Council 
--get involved in social service 

There must be peace in the heart. 

Lao Tzu (570-490 B.C.) 

Lao Tzu is saying that peace starts first in the heart. So let's 

start there and think about what you can do. 

Peace in the heart. What can you do? 

You can get to know you rse l f . know what makes you angry, 

try to understand that so you can deal with it. Find out what 

you like. Wholeheartedly explore the topics in your new 

lessons. Take advantage of our club system so that you find 

out what you really like to do. The teachers behind me are 

here to help you in this discovery of their area of expert ise. 

But they and also the counsel ing staff and all of us are here to 

help you discover yourself. 

Peace in the home. What can you do? 

Well, since RC is your home now too, I will talk about peace 

at RC. Realize the RC attitude goals that Mr. Chandler just 

ment ioned. 

Try to understand your c lassmates. We all have different 

backgrounds, viewpoints. Respect your c lassmates, teachers, 

the janitors, the staff, everyone. Respect their needs. If their 

needs conflict with yours, talk about it and R E A L L Y listen to 

them. Help each other. [But don't cheat!!] 

Peace between neighbors and in the cities. What can you 

do? 

Mr. Chandler also ment ioned the CIP communi ty service 

program. By part icipating in this, you will learn so much! 

What other people's realities are like, outside the ivory tower 

of RC. Responsibil i ty. 

For you are gett ing what is arguably the best educat ion in 

Turkey. You are lucky. Yes, you worked hard to get in here, but 

there are other students who, because of c i rcumstances such 

as poverty, or geography could have been here instead of you. 

You, with your advantages, have a responsibil i ty to others. 

Think about what you can do to make a difference for 
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someone else. It could be teaching web design to some kids in 

a state school in Beşiktaş. If that sounds neat, go talk to 

Cengiz bey, [he ment ioned that the other day]. It could be 

being a big brother or sister to an orphan, to make a 

difference in one life. Start an environmental awareness 

program. There is so much to do. Come talk to me or Güler 

Karabatur, the head of the CIP committee, or Esra hanim, or 

Mr. Welch or your teachers about your ideas. 

Peace between nations what can I do? I think if we have 

dealt with peace in the heart, at home and between neighbors 

and cities, that might be enough. We can't tackle peace 

between nations. But then again, talk to the kids who went to 

the WINPeace Confl ict Resolut ion Workshop in Cyprus this 

summer. They may have some ideas about peace between 

nations, or maybe the MUN or E Y P kids. Learn about what is 

happening in the world -maybe some of you might want to go 

into the foreign service. But what Lao Tzu meant was that all 

the other sor ts of peace....in oneself, in the home, between 

friends, neighbors and cities...all influence, in their own way, 

peace between nations. Atatürk said it a sl ightly different way 

with his famous words: peace at home, peace in the world. 

What I want to say is, take advantage of RC. Take 

advantage of the teaching staff, the people in the offices, the 

library, the arts program, the club program. 

Enjoy your fr iends. Nurture your friendships... for the 

fr iendships you form here will last a lifetime. 

And of course. Learn. 

There is so much to learn. 

Learn as much as you can this year about yourself and 

about what you want to do. 

Learn about others. Learn about the world. Do your best 

and learn your Chemistry, and Physics, and Math but also learn 

how to be human [or humane]. 

So, what can you do? You can do a lot. 

I want to close with the words of the great anthropologist , 

Margaret. Mead: 

"A smal l group of thoughtful people could change the 

world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." 

Wouldn't you like to be in that smal l group of thoughtful 

people that could change the wor ld? There are many RC 

graduates in that smal l group. ibrahim Betil comes to my mind 

immediately. He was the head of Pamukbank but he gave that 

up and started TEGV and then TOG. He has touched the lives 

of thousands and thousands of poor Turkish children by giving 

them a boost in their educat ion. Or Osman Kavala, a 

businessman who believes in the healing power of art. He 

started a cultural center in Diyarbakır so that the people there 

can experience the Ar ts just as we can in Istanbul. Or Çaglar 

Keyder and Ayşe Buğra, professors at B.U. who have set up a 

The Social Pol icy Forum to study poverty. These are just 

people that pop into my mind because they are fr iends or 

acquaintances of mine. But there are many. I hope you will join 

their ranks and try to use your smar ts and your advantages to, 

in some way, make the world a better place. 

Do your best this year in your new job of learning. Learn 

whatever you can about the world and yourself." 
Photo credits: Oya Nuzumlalı RC 02 
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MEMORIES 

Commemorating 
an ACG Graduate: 
Selma Ekrem'22 
By Kutluğhan Soyubol 

Masters student and teaching assistant in the History 

A department at Boğaziçi University, Kutluğhan Soyubol 

was interested in exploring the parallels between the 

Ottoman and Japanese modernization experiences. Focusing 

on two prominent Japanese and Turkish women, he soon 

realized the two coincidentally knew each other. To find out 

more about one of the women, Selma Ekrem, Soyubol delved 

into the ACG archives. The following article recounts what he 

found. 

Fame is a funny creature. J u s t as the history of RC and A C G 

is full of legendary graduates whose names live on in posterity, 

it is also replete with others who achieved success in their 

l i fetimes but whom history might not remember. My research 

led me to discover one such extraordinary character, Selma 

Ekrem, granddaughter of the famous Ottoman poet and 

intellectual Namık Kemal, and a graduate of the A C G class of 

1922. 

Selma published three books in the United States. Her first 

book Unveiled: The Autobiography of a Turkish Girl published 

in New York in 1930 was a great success; republished four 

t imes in the United States and also in UK. Selma later 

publ ished a children's history again in New York in 1947 

entit led Turkey: Old and New, and in 1964 an "orientalist" 

story book, Turkish Fairy Tales. (Copies of Unveiled can be 

found at both the RC and the Boğaziçi libraries). 

I was working on Selma in compar ison with a Japanese 

acquaintance of hers, Baroness Ishimoto Shidzue. These two 

women had contacted each other via the Amer ican feminists 

Mary Ritter Beard and Grace Gallat in Seton-Thompson in the 

1930s. I already had a lot of archival material on Ishimoto and 

needed to find out more about Selma Ekrem. I decided to go 

through the A G C / R C archives in search of Se lma, her sister 

Beraat and her schoolmates. 

The college archives seemed like a bottomless pit at first. 

Col lege archivist Zeynep Gözüsulu and I were not sure where 

to begin. My best bet was to search for her name in the issues 

of the Constant inople College Quarterly. The Quarter ly was the 

literary magazine published by students of the college, 

consist ing of short stories and poems written by them. It also 

includes college and alumnae news of the period and goes 

back to the years when the college was in Üsküdar. 

At the beginning it was circulated among students in a 

huge notebook and in a handwrit ten format. Later it was put in 

a printed format and became a mass publication of students of 

the col lege. It was then printed by "Zel l ich Broders in Yazıcı 

are full of news and information about her. 

In her autobiography Unveiled, Selma recalls ACG as her 

"haven during the Al l ied occupat ion years." "Perched on a hill 

and cut off f rom the rest of Stamboul , we lived days of our 

own" she says, "I had turned more and more towards my 

college which I loved. She had given me action which I needed. 

It was impossible to watch the All ies in Stamboul with folded 

arms. All that intensity of feeling I put in my love for sports. 

The delights of a rough game of basketball , of baseball, put 

out of my mind the sorrow and humil iat ion which came upon 

me when I went home. And in these days of oppression, the 

college was one place where I felt free." 

The College Quarter ly conf i rms that Selma was clearly a 

good athlete. The Col lege News sect ion in the May 1922 issue 

of Col lege Quarter ly announces that Selma had received a 

"cup for being the best all round athlete." She was also 

director of the Athlet ic Associat ion from the very beginning. 

The November 1921 issue of the Quarter ly gives news 

concerning the establ ishment of the associat ion: "Another 

baby is born in College, a sister to the var ious associat ions. 

She is called the Athlet ic Associat ion and for the present is 

under the tender care of Miss Selma Ekrem." The same issue 

also informs us that Selma was commanding one of the two 

squadrons of the Language League in the col lege. We came 

across her name in many issues of the quarter ly between 1920 

and 1922. The November 1922 issue tells us that Selma 

cont inued to stay at the college as one of nine graduate 

students there. 

The January 1924 issue declares that she "recent ly left 

Constant inople for Amer ica. " She would live in New York and 

Washington D.C. and travel around the country for lecture 

tours on Turkey which was going to be her way of earning her 

life in Amer ica . (For more about her life in Amer ica until 1930, 

see Unvei led. 1931, pp. 251-277.) 

She would return to Istanbul one and a half years later, and 

the November 1925 issue of the quarter ly announces it this 

time in its A lumnae News: "M iss Selma Ekrem'22, is back from 

her trip to the U.S.A. where she lectured on the customs and 

literature of Turkey." 

Selma presumably visited her A lma Mater many t imes after 

her return. She was also active as a member 

of the A lumnae Associat ion and gave a 

speech that year during the Associat ion's 

elect ion ceremony. The issue of Apri l 1926 

describes this event: "On the day of the 

elect ions, a luncheon was prepared where 

several members of the Faculty of 

Constant inople College, including the 

president and Dr. and Mrs. Murray, were 

present. Two very interesting speeches were 

given by Miss Mary A: Hall, head of the 

Chemistry Department in College, and Miss 

Selma Ekrem, a member of the A lumnae 

Assoc ia t ion, graduate of the year 1922." 

Selma returned to Amer ica after spending some time with 

her family and fr iends in Istanbul. "Amer ica is a tonic that one 

has to take in smal l doses" she says in her autobiography. Her 

life henceforth would be split between the US and Turkey. She 

would publish many books, give lectures on "old Turkey" and 

attend feminist circles in Amer ica . She would also work in the 

Turkish Consul 's office in New York and in the Turkish Embassy 

in Washington D. C.; and write regularly for the Christ ian 

Science Monitor f rom late 1950s until 1972. Turkey would 

become her vacat ion address, where she came to rest and visit 

her family and fr iends. 

It is impossible to say when Selma Ekrem's reputat ion 

started to fade. But it is quite clear that by the 1970s she had 

almost completely lost her audience as a writer. She became 

seen as someone belonging to a world which no longer 

existed. She was still trying to write about the old Turkey, the 

beauties of the Bosphorus, cosmopol i tan Istanbulite life and 

the tyranny of the Sultans. Eventually she got out of the scene, 

and ended up in a coastal town in New England in 1986, where 

she died in 1986 

Correspondingly, her name also fades from the annals of 

her A lma Mater. The A lumnae Magazine of the Constant inople 

Woman's Col lege issued in March 1931 is a good example of the 

interest shown in her international achievements by the ACG 

communi ty of the period. Her autobiography Unveiledwas 

reviewed with great pomp in this issue together with one of 

Halide Edib's recent books, Turkey Faces West. The two 

graduates are held up as success stories the college 

communi ty was proud of. 

It appears that Selma was in Turkey in this period as "The 

Class Notes" of the same issue inform us that she "wil l 

probably go back to the United States for another lecturing 

tour." They were right; she certainly would. And she would 

probably come and go until she grew old and lost her bonds 

with her country and college, probably as her relatives and 

college fr iends passed away over t ime. Then she, like others 

among her schoolmates, has to wait for someone from this 

"new wor ld" to find her name hidden in the great bulk of the 

college archives, and old publications and celebrate her life. 
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Street" or "Amer ican Print ing House in Pera Teke Caddesi . " 

The first related name to catch our eyes in var ious issues of 

the quarter ly was Beraat Ekrem. Beraat wrote a lot of stories 

and art icles for the Quarterly. She was a contr ibut ing editor 

and later managing editor of this publ icat ion. Oddly, her name 

cannot be found in A C G / R C records in Arnavutköy. But 

through that Quarter ly we learned that she had graduated in 

1924. And according to the a lumnae notes of the November 

1924 issue she started to work at the Ionian Bank right after 

her graduat ion. 

We also find a lot of material concerning our heroine Selma 

Ekrem. Selma obviously comes from a " fami ly of letters." Her 

grandfather Namık Kemal is considered one of the pillars of 

modern Turkish literature. Her father Ali Ekrem Bolayır also 

had a dist inguished writ ing career and taught Turkish 

literature both in Lycée de Galatasaray and University of 

Istanbul for many years. Despite that Selma did not produce 

any literature for the Col lege Quarterly. Still a lot of issues of it 



Turks Tune 
into Karaoke 

O r iginally as Japanese an invent ion as sushi or manga, karaoke 

is fast taking over the rest of the wor ld . In major ci t ies across 

the globe, gett ing onstage to s ing in public at karaoke bars 

and clubs has now become a favori te past ime for people of all ages. 

The karaoke craze is f inally set to sweep istanbul with the opening of 

the first dedicated karaoke club, Klub Karaoke in Beyoğlu. 

Ser ra Ciliv, RC 92 , is one of four founders of Klub Karaoke, 

located off Istiklal Caddes i in premises which used to house the 

popular Godet nightclub. The idea first came about because "one of 

our par tners is crazy about karaoke and insisted that everyone else 

would soon be, as wel l " , she says. Af ter three months of renovat ions, 

Klub Karaoke opened its doors in May. It boasts three themed rooms 

- the int imate 15-person Tokyo Room, a cosy red-and-black affair, the 

aptly named leather-and-chains Fetish Room, and upstairs, a fun-

fi l led 100-person space cal led the Zoo. In addi t ion, the main bar area 

has several screens and mic rophones where cus tomers can hang out 

on their own, or stop by to sing a song or two on their way 

e lsewhere. The venue has been a supr ise instant success. "At first 

we weren' t all sure whether people would take to the idea 

immediately. But we soon real ised that deep down everyone loves to 

per form publicly, no matter how out of tune or embarass ing it might 

seem. It's a great way to let off s team," says Ciliv. The venue is 

popular with groups celebrat ing bir thdays, hen nights and even 

companies want ing to offer their employees a different kind of 

enter ta inment . 

She points to herself as a recent convert . "I had never held a 

microphone in my hand. And people stil l tell me that I shouldn ' t . But 

I do pract ice if there is an empty room, and who knows, maybe I'll be 

out there s inging in the central bar area one fine Friday night!" For 

her, Klub Karaoke's greatest asset is that it is most def ini tely not one 

of those uptight urban spaces where people feel they should act 

coo l . "Here , everyone's best buddies by the end of the night, bad 

voices unify people in the sweetest of ways." Open five days a week, 

Klub Karaoke has both Engl ish and Turkish language songs in its 

database of 2 5 , 0 0 0 tunes. I t also has J a p a n e s e and Korean songs 

for v is i t ing tour ists. 

To contact Klub Karaoke or book a room: istiklal Cad . Zambak 

sok. No. 15 /1 Beyoglu Tel: +90 212 293 76 39 

info@klub-karaoke.com www.klub-karaoke.com 

Fine Hearts Studio: Zeytinoğlu Caddesi Kısmet 
Sokak 7A Akatlar Beşiktaş Tel: 0212 351 13 53 

New Arts 
Center Nurtures 
Budding Picassos 
When you ask a chi ld why they like making art ' ' , says 

chi ld psychologist Mel tem Karabayır Eren, RC 89, 

" they will tell you it's because they feel complete ly free. 

There is no pressure, they don't feel like they are being 

judged or worr ied about making a mistake.' ' Eren is such a 

f i rm bel iever in the power of art as a deve lopmenta l tool, 

she recent ly opened the Fine Hear ts Studio in Beşiktaş, a 

center des igned to help pre-schoolers learn in a creat ive 

env i ronment . The Studio is open to chi ldren between the 

ages of 1.5 and seven. It offers a different program each 

month, based on a famous painter like Monet, P i casso , 

Degas or Van Gogh . While learning about the painter 's life 

on the one hand, the kids also exper iment with different 

ar ts techniques. "A l though art is mainly v isual , it is 

connected to all types of intel l igence," says Eren. "When the 

kids embark on an art ist ic activity, they make a range of 

dec is ions f rom what they're going to do, which colors they 

want to use, to how they're going to posi t ion the paper. This 

is hugely impor tant to their development . " Act iv i t ies at the 

Studio are in Engl ish. "Our goal here is to try and take 

advantage of a cr i t ical window in the chi ld's deve lopment by 

exposing them to Engl ish songs, games, s tor ies. This will 

help them speak Engl ish like a native speaker in the years 

ahead. " 

Even as a student, Eren knew she wanted to work with 

chi ldren. While a psychology undergraduate at Boğaziçi 

University, she spent her free t ime working with Sema Ulcay, 

retired Psycho logy teacher at RC and former director of the 

Child Development Center on the RC campus. " S e m a Hanım 

was very influential in gett ing me interested in pre-school 

educat ion," Eren told us. Af ter working at the Center for nine 

years post-graduat ion, Eren decided last year to branch out 

on her own, offering pre-schoolers a different kind of act ivi ty 

center. "There are a lot of places like the Fine Hearts Studio 

abroad. But not that many in Turkey, which offer arts 

act iv i t ies for pre-schoolers outside the f ramework of a 

schoo l , " she says. A l though it has been hugely rewarding 

psychological ly, Eren says it has been an uphill s t ruggle at 

t imes. Many Turkish parents are unfamil iar with the idea of 

focused chi ldren's act iv i t ies which take up two hours, as 

opposed to a whole day. This requires a different approach to 

parent ing that is only just taking hold. But Eren is opt imist ic. 

"In t ime, there will be more and more places like this in 

Turkey. Interest in the Studio just keeps growing." 
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Economist Takes Know-how 
to Online Dating Market 

Aprofessor of economics at the University of Chicago, Ali Hor tacsu, R C 9 2 has an 

unusual take on a field most people associate with number crunching and abstract 

mathemat ical models of monetary issues. His research applies different models to t r y | 

and predict the nature of interaction in areas as unconventional ly real world as eBay or the 

online dating market - with astonishing success. 

The convent ional economist belief is that in markets, price will adjust to make supply 

equal demand. Hortacsu says his research tries to figure out how market institutions in the 

real world equil ibrate supply and demand, and formulate ways to make them operate more 

efficiently. For instance, auct ions are typically a good way to find the price at which supply • t " ' * " 
equals demand because the price of any good goes up until only one bidder remains. But what happens, Hortacsu asks, in 

a market like eBay when some bidders are experts who know a lot more about the quali ty/value of the good than others 

or where bidders can see how much other people bid. On eBay, where auct ions have a set ending time, an expert may 

enter her bid at the very last second -- so that other, less-informed bidders do not have t ime to respond. 

"There are many details present in real-world markets that create room for a rich array of strategic interactions," says 

Hor tacsu. "Qui te a bit of my work focuses on writ ing down mathemat ical models to try to predict the nature of strategic 

interactions that may arise in real world markets." The example on eBay for instance is f rom a paper he wrote with 

Patr ick Bajari in which they tested several predict ions of a strategic model of bidding using data from eBay. That paper 

was the first to use eBay as an "onl ine laboratory" (as the New York Times put it) and received a lot of attention from 

economic researchers around the world. Hortacsu has conducted similar studies of deregulated electr icity markets (which 

use auct ions to determine the price of electr icity for every hour) and some very large auct ions conducted in f inancial 

markets (for example, the US government auct ions around 2 tril l ion dollars of debt every year). Bidding in these auct ions 

is considerably more difficult to model mathemat ical ly -- but Hortacsu says his mathemat ical models 

of strategic behavior (derived using game theory) can explain bidder behavior "extremely wel l " . "The 

nice thing about having a mathemat ical model that can fit observed data is that you can then use 

the model to answer all sorts of quest ions like 'what will happen if we change the bidding ru les? ' " he 

says. Methods developed by Hortacsu have been used by researchers studying monetary policy 

operat ions of the European Central Bank and Treasury auct ions in Brazi l , Canada, Czech Republic and Korea to assess the 

prospective gains/ losses from reforming auct ion rules. 

It is not that far a conceptual leap from these studies to online dating, Hortacsu says, as it is not "a big stretch to think 

about the process of f inding a spouse as part icipating in a 'market ' " . 

He explains: "I started my research on online dating to study how this market clears in the absence of prices. Basically, 

what we observe are a round of e-mails by men (and somet imes women) to initiate contact and to (hopefully) get a date. 

Some of these e-mails lead to a conversat ion, which may turn into a first date or even a marr iage; some of the e-mails 

may fall on deaf ears, or be responded to with a polite "No." What my col laborators and I quickly realized is that the 

patterns of who decides to e-mail who, and who replies aff irmatively to who, reveal a lot about how each side of the 

market values the attr ibutes of a potential match. Moreover, we can also analyze the trade-offs between different 

attr ibutes -- for example, how much more income a man has to have in order to compensate for being shor ter than 

average (yes, it's a very shal low world out there); or how much income is needed to overcome racial boundaries (a lot). 

We also are able to compare the revealed preferences (based on people's e-mail ing behavior) regarding race vs. stated 

preferences -- what we document is that people who state that race is not a factor for them make choices (when e¬

mail ing and/or replying) that are no different from those who express a preference for a same-race match. In this market, 

as in others, act ions speak much louder than words." Hortacsu hopes to be able to apply his f indings to aid online dating 

companies to provide better recommendat ions to their users as to who they should consider asking out for a date. Today, 

the number of people registered on a company like Match.com, especial ly in large metro areas, is getting far beyond the 

number of profiles that an average user has t ime to browse through. Their results can help companies like Match.com 

make personal ized recommendat ions to their users, and search more efficiently. 

"I never thought that gett ing a Ph.D. in economics would place me squarely in the matchmaking business," he says, 

laughing. "But I think the marr iage market is one of the most important markets in the world, and I'll be very happy if 

some of my research can help make this part icular market operate more efficiently." 

Aslı Abbasoğlu, RC 2000 

Young Designer Taking the 
Fashion World By Storm 
For someone who graduated f rom Robert Col lege as recent ly as six years 

ago, Aslı Abbasoğlu, RC 2 0 0 0 , has ensured her star has begun to spark le 

by making her mark in the cut throat world of fashion in Turkey. 

An except ional student, Aslı received her degree in Fashion Design f rom 

the prest ig ious Pa rsons Schoo l of Design in Par is , having been awarded the 

acco lade of " S o p h o m o r e of the Y e a r " for her first two years, which led her to 

pack her sewing machine and head for the l ights of New York where she 

completed her final two years. In New York, she part ic ipated in var ious design 

compet i t ions organ ized by the Counci l of Fashion Designers of Amer i ca 

(CFDA), where her greatest ach ievement was to reach the semi f inals. Not 

content with this result, Aslı went on to part ic ipate in the "Des ign in Den im" 

compet i t ion joint ly organized by Calv in Klein and Nylon Magaz ine, which not 

surpr is ingly, she won. 

Under the tutelage of young designer to the stars Patr ick Rzepsk i , Aslı 

f in ished her thesis which was inspired f rom the ballet of Scheherazade and 

Bakst, for which she was ul t imately awarded the " P a r s o n s Golden Th imble" 

award. World famous depar tment store Saks Fifth Avenue was so impressed 

by the qual i ty of the designs displayed at the fashion show at the end of the 

semester that some creat ions were d isplayed in the store's windows. 

A r m e d with her knowledge, exper ience and drive, Aslı dec ided to return to 

the innovat ive fashion scene in Istanbul. Af ter work ing for a year and a half 

for Abbate as assistant to famed designer Ümit Ünal, she has just t ransferred 

to Beymen Club. At Abbate , her work took her regular ly to Como, Italy, home 

to many famous t ie-makers, where in a shor t space of t ime she se lected 

designs and then adapted them to the Turkish market . Aslı has also been 

given the oppor tun i ty to develop herself fur ther by working on Ümit Ünal's 

out-of-off ice projects such as organiz ing fashion shows. 

Aslı told the RCQ that she emphas izes at every oppor tuni ty how important 

it has been to be an RC graduate. She said "At RC students are given the 

oppor tun i ty to nurture talents and are encouraged to develop their interest in 

speci f ic subjects. S tudents can develop ski l ls through the wide var iety of 

lessons that are avai lable. I had the oppor tun i ty to develop my creat ive side 

by taking lessons such as fi lm making and f i lm analysis, which prepared me 

thoroughly for when I went on to study fashion. Robert Col lege has an 

excel lent reputat ion overseas which has always been to my advantage and 

RC taught me to be able to develop my thoughts and to be open minded. ' ' 
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REUNIONS 

RA 66 Celebrates 
40th Reunion 

" O n my graduat ion day, I had dreams larger than the 

universe but they soon proved to be no better than s u m m e r 

rains. Yes, I was aware of the s imple recipe for success in 

life, ambi t ion and intui t ion, of which I had a lot. Yet, it was 

much easier said than done. The road was long and full of 

hurdles. I doubted my abi l i t ies and lost trust in myself t imes 

and again but perseverance paid its good d iv idends!" With 

these words, my now plump cheeked and grey haired c lass 

mate summar i zed his 40 years abroad. I would not be able 

to recognize him if the organiz ing commi t tee had not 

pinned his graduat ion photo to his collar. 

Then I began to tell him my story. Before we knew it, we 

had sur rendered to the capt ivat ing taste of our drinks, mine wine and his, the very much missed " rak ı " . I t was 7:30 P M , 

Friday evening, J u n e 16, 2 0 0 6 . Celebrat ion of the 4 0 t h ann iversary of the graduat ion of the Class of RA 66 had begun with 

cockta i ls on the "Semi ramis I" boat over the Bosphorus . Most of the graduates were there. Many had f lown f rom var ious 

places around the globe where they live. Though some of us were meet ing occas ional ly and seeing each other here in 

Istanbul, there were quite a few whom we had not seen for forty years. The nostalgic evening cont inued with d inner at the 

"Fer iye Restaurant " in Ortaköy. We were so occupied with schoo l memor ies that we did not mind our wives enjoying the 

magni f icent view, the del ic ious food and the live music . The hottest table was, of course, the bachelors ' one, where also our 

beloved teacher Münir Aysu was hosted. En thus iasm reached its peak when the CD featur ing the campus life was shown. The 

CD was dedicated to the eleven RA 66 graduates who had gone to eternity. Next day we gathered in the Anderson Hall s tudy 

wear ing T-shirts d isplaying the c lass picture taken 40 years ago on the seats in front of that very same bui ld ing. As I entered 

the bui lding I breathed in deeply the beaut i fu l scent of the past. We, who have been dr i f ted to all walks of life throughout 

these years, had gathered under the same roof again jo ined by the mere fact of all of us being c lass mates in the best years 

of our l ives. There, Mr. Richard Reid led us through an interest ing debate on the pol i t ical , soc ia l , and cultural changes that our 

count ry has gone through since 1966. Feeling somewhat depressed we left the Anderson Hall but the moment we got on 

board of the boat which was going to take us to the hotel in Heybel iada we managed to cheer up again . "Mer i t Halki Palas 

Ho te l " was an archi tectura l beauty with a majest ic a tmosphere but it did not meet our expectat ions about being embraced by 

young and hot beaut ies as we entered our rooms. Never the less, each and every one of us enjoyed the dinner at the pool s ide 

and the " m a v r a " over the night. 

Our motto for this reunion was "kırk yılda bir" so the organiz ing commit tee, had wanted it to be very spec ia l . I t turned out 

to be very specia l indeed not because it was extravagant and spendthr i f t but because it was a REUNION of the hearts fi l led 

with the love and joy of those beauti ful old t imes. As a member of the Class of 6 6 , I enjoyed every moment of it and as a 

member of the organiz ing commit tee, i t was wor th every effort. When would we dare do it again? Only t ime can tell... 
Contributed by Rıfat Tokyay RA 66 

Class of ACG 71 - 35 at Heart 
Yes! ! We all felt 35 at heart at our 35th reunion this year! 

J u l y 1-2 was a specia l weekend for the c lass of A C G 71. Coming f rom all over the wor ld for this occas ion , we 

embraced each other with af fect ion and joy. 

From Ankara came Ferhunde Us, So lmaz Dora, Meral Pinar. From Anta lya Nimet Kalkay; From Izmir Sevinc 

Bozok and f rom Bodrum Füsun Doruker 

From U S A came Per let te Abuisak, Lale Gerçel and Marie Kibr i tyan; From Germany Banu Yakar; From 

Swi tzer land; Bibis (Simone) Ada to ; From UK Elian Acıman and f rom Greece Ekater ini Köseoğlu 

From Istanbul /Mi lan and 5 count r ies that she has to visit each month, came Ner iman Tar 

And those of us l iving in Istanbul A l though some of us see each other occasional ly, this was dif ferent. 

Af ter the meet ing on the famous steps of Gould Hal l , the group proceeded to a beaut i ful boat for d inner on 

the Bosphorus where each one of us was greeted with a red rose sent by Kubilay, husband of Gülay Aybar las 

Dörter. Kubi lay was nominated and se lected a "husband of A C G 71". 

We spent the night in the do rm. The living room in the dorm was f i l led with laughter, tears and emot ion that 

night. 

Breakfast at Biz im Tepe the next morn ing was crashed by some "breakfast c rasher " husbands. We got the 

chance to meet Mar ie Kibr i tyan's husband and two chi ldren who came f rom the USA. Hülya Ozar 's daughter, 

who lives in Italy, was also there. But the most touching surpr ise was to see the baby grand-daughter of Nadire 

Hat ta toğ lu who passed away so young . 

Throughout the weekend the greatest act iv i ty was ta lk ing: We talked all at once or in groups or tete-a-tete 

because we were so eager to catch up with each other. 

We remembered with sor row those of us whom we lost. We were concerned about those who were sick. Good 

news of chi ldren made us happy for each other. We real ized with joy that some of us are already grandmothers . 

And of course we took pictures! Li teral ly hundreds of them. We are shar ing the pictures with each other and 

with those who wish to see the memor ies of this wonder fu l weekend at h t tp : / /photos.yahoo.com/s_bib iog lu. 
Contributed by Şafak Uzunova Bibioğlu ACG 71 
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RC 76 Celebrates 30th Reunion 
RC 76 celebrated its 30 th reunion on J u n e 29th at the Sait Hal im Paşa Yalısı, with 92 

graduates f rom as far away as the US, Israel and var ious European countr ies in 

a t tendance. The venue had specia l s ign i f icance - 30 years ear l ier the c lass had held its 

graduat ion ball on the same premises. In addi t ion to the usual suspects , A s u m a n Türkün, 

Leyla Bal i , Sel im Çetiner, Ceyda Ergin, Nejat Eğilmez, Işıl Şenel Bar lan, Yasef Tovya and 

Karen Gerson were among f irst-t ime at tendees of our reunions. Organizers chose not to 

book live music for the event and the group preferred to chat and catch up on years past. 

Some of our c lassmates sponsored parts of the even ing. Ayşen Zamanpur, of Silk & 

Cashmere , had specia l 30 th year t-shirts pr inted and distr ibuted to the c lass free of 

charge. Referr ing both to our matur i ty and our except ional ly wel l -connected class, the T-

shi r ts had the popular whisky s logan "well b lended, well aged " wri t ten on them. The music 

was provided by Tansı Yıldırımer while the fi lm and photographs f rom the evening were 

f inanced by Serdar Koçtürk. 

It was unclear who exact ly sponsored the female dancers ! A l though it was announced as Hilmi Kayhan, who was unable to 

at tend, susp ic ion fell on AA and BB. This piece was contr ibuted by Nedim Ölçer RC 76, who added, "I've never been great at 

wr i t ing. Dear Ekrem Yirmibeşin used to say when tossing me back my papers - "it 's like rabbit dung, nei ther smel ly nor does 

it sp read . " I always got 5 out of 10. So that 's it f rom me." 

25 Years On - The Class of 1981 
The Class of 81 celebrated their 25th anniversary this 

summer. The reunion took place on the 15th and 16th of 

Ju l y on campus. It required around two months of 

organizat ion, thanks to all involved, especia l ly Şebnem, 

Erdem, Birgül and Banu . The c lassmates who came f rom all 

over the wor ld, USA, Germany, Italy, Bursa, izmir and 

Bodrum, had so much to d iscuss that the two days were 

not enough and thus the reunion was fol lowed by mini 

reunions in Istanbul and Bodrum. On the 15th, the c lass 

met at the steps in front of Gould Hall for a cocktai l and 

t ir ing (!!) reunion photographs. We had so much fun as you 

can see at the photograph here. The dinner was served on 

the terrace in front of Suna Kıraç Hal l . Ahmet Uluğ 

organized the DJ and the marve lous music dur ing the 

dinner which took us back to good old 1980s. The multi 

v is ion show reminded us again of our school days and our 

long chats cont inued until ear ly morn ing hours, first on 

the plateau and then at the do rm. Forty of us s tayed at the 

new boys' dorm in B ingham Hal l , and went back to Orta 

school days when we learned to become 'young adults. ' 

The new day brought more exci tement and joy as we met 

with our famil ies on the p lateau. Ice c ream was the 

favori te among kids of all ages at the picnic brunch. There 

were plenty of us -around 130- plenty of food and of 

course plenty of talk and laughter again. Everyone was 

happy, there were so many things to be shared and the 

t ime passed too quickly. So, unti l the next get together . 
Contributed by Şebnem Yaşarol, RC 81 
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REUNIONS 

Class of 96 Celebrates 
10th Year Reunion 

It was only yesterday we held our graduat ion day at the Maze. The Class of 

96 cry ing their eyes out, gett ing ready to go to var ious dif ferent places after 

seven years of being together. And then we blinked... Af ter 10 years, with the 

help of our RC 96 yahoo group -wh ich hardly ever got any post ings, our group 

moderator Erez Navaro and myself, by pure luck ; with this I mean running 

into people I hadn't seen for 10 years at Akmerkez , managed to col lect e¬

mails, decide upon the date, the venue and the event in a matter of two 

weeks. Unfor tunate ly many c lassmates lived abroad and could not make it at 

such shor t notice, but a mental note was made that we should plan and 

organize at least a year in advance so everyone could plan their vacat ions 

accordingly. We had lunch at our beloved Pla teau on J u n e 25 th . Cater ing was 

by the RC Cafeter ia s ince we wanted to remember the taste of the famous 

meatbal ls (in memory of the lost cats of the campus) once again . Even Bilal 

f rom " the Yemekhane" was present and he remembered every one of us by 

name which came as a shock to some of us who had diff iculty remember ing 

the way to schoo l . Fifty people showed up with gir l f r iends, boyfr iends, 

husbands and wives. This was a very smal l number, but a promis ing start . We 

even had an unborn vis i tor a long with our c lassmate Melike Gürkaynak Erbaşı 

who is due to give birth in October 2 0 0 6 . 

Af ter sat is fy ing our longing for the P la teau, we wanted to check out Biz im 

Tepe and drink some cold beer on this very hot day. We managed to re-live a 

high schoo l f lashback yet once again, af ter being kicked out (!!) of the bridge-

room by our older schoo lmates . The day began at 11.00 and lasted until 18:00. 

We didn't want to part, gave promises to meet at least once every year and to 

keep track of each other. Deep inside we all knew these were promises we 

were not going to be able to keep, but we are going to try... 

Contributed by Mehveş Dramur Yardımcı RC 96 
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S.O.S - Protecting 
Turkey's Cultural Heritage 
R ich in cul tural her i tage and history, Turkey doesn' t a lways act like it 

knows it. A ser ies of recent scandals involving the theft of 

archeolog ica l t reasures f rom museums around Turkey has brought home 

once again the lack of cultural awaress about protect ing our her i tage. 

Fortunately, s ince 2 0 0 3 , the Cul tural Awareness Foundat ion, created 

by a group of 148 prominent academics , business people, art ists, 

archeologis ts , archi tects and art h istor ians has made it a miss ion to raise 

awareness of this key issue. Leyla Sürmel i , RC 72, general manager of the 

Foundat ion says: " O u r mission is to make sure our cultural her i tage is 

t ransmit ted in a healthy way to the next generat ions, and to raise soc ia l 

sensi t iv i ty and awareness about protect ing our cultural and natural 

resources." 

The foundat ion takes a mul t i -d imensional approach to its work. On an 

eduat ional level, i t has been expanding a Cul tural An ts (Kül tür 

Karıncaları) program which a ims to enhance the cul tural values of 

pr imary schoo l chi ldren through a var iety of creat ive aci t iv i tes. The 

act iv i t ies are conducted by vo lunteers and s tudents . Some of the schools 

they work with are Beylerbey i Türkan Sedefoğlu i lköğret im Okulu, 

Kağıthane Zuhal i lköğret im Okulu, Kocael i Rahmiye i lköğret im Okulu, 

Bursa Nuri Erbak i lköğret im Okulu, Fener Tarık Us i lköğret im Okulu and 

Balat Kırımlı As lanbey i lköğret im Okulu 

A second major project area is the European Union- İŞKUR "Act ive 

Labor P rograms Project, A Plan for New Oppor tun i t ies" . The Project is 

des igned to revive wood worksmansh ip , to ensure that correct renovat ion 

techniques for wooden bui ldings are passed down through generat ions 

and to increase the longevity of wooden bui ld ings. 

At the end of the course, 26 part ic ipants received the Wood 

Worksmansh ip Exper t ise Cert i f icate. Two bui ldings in the Zeyrek area 

which were restored by the part ic ipants as part of their f ield work were 

given by the Foundat ion to the Fatih Munic ipal i ty to be restored to their 

owners. 

The foundat ion also works outs ide istanbul . In the ant ique site of 

Perge, they run a campaign to help re-erect the marb le co lumns along 

the famous Kings Walk and around the Ago ra . Through the campaign, in 

2 0 0 4 , 16 co lumns, in 2 0 0 5 , 37 co lumns and in 2 0 0 6 , 21 co lumns were 

erec ted. Donors are given a plaque on site in thanks. 

How you can get involved 
The foundation is non-profit. All its running costs are met by donations from 
trustees and other individuals, institutions and companies. Project-specific funding 
opportunities exist, as do corporate sponsorship opportunities. Seminars are one 
way the foundation can raise funds as course contributions go directly to fund the 
foundation's work in other fields. In addition, volunteers are always welcome to 
help out with the Culture Ants (Kültür Karıncaları) activities. For more details, 
contact Leyla Sürmeli. Cultural Awareness Foundation Barbaros Bulvarı Pınar Apt 
No 135 K:4 D: 7 Balmumcu istanbul Tel: 0212 347 2425 Email: 
lsurmeli@kulturbilinci.org www.kulturbilinci.org 
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The Foundation runs a series of fascinating courses 
on art history, arts and culture, open to anyone. 
A selection of upcoming courses includes: 
Art and Architecture in Byzantium's Eastern 
Neighbours - I 
Art Historian HAYRİ FEHMİ YILMAZ 
8 Hours / Thursdays / 19.00 - 21.00 / 02.11 / 09.11 / 16.11 
/ 23.11 Cost: 180 YTL Registration deadline: 20.10.2006 
World Religions of Antiquity 
Doç. Dr. KÜRŞAT DEMİRCİ 
8 Hours / Tuesdays / 19.00 - 21.00 / 07.11 / 14.11 / 21.11 / 
28.11 Cost: 180 YTL Registration deadline: 20.10.2006 
Art and Life in Russia - II 
Doç. Dr. ERHAN BÜYÜKAKINCI 
10 Hours / Wednesdays / 19.00 - 21.00 / 08.11 / 15.11 / 
22.11 / 29.11 / 06.12 Cost: 225 YTL 
Registration deadline: 20.10.2006 

mailto:lsurmeli@kulturbilinci.org
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ALUMNI NEWS 

Şiar Yalçın RC 43 
A very color fu l and energet ic RC graduate, 

Şiar Yalçın is a ret ired judge and public 

prosecutor. Born in istanbul , he f in ished the 

Engl ish High Schoo l for Boys before enter ing RC. 

He studied law in istanbul and Par is . He is not 

only fasc inated by law but also l i terature and 

languages, arts and spor ts , history and bridge 

and has t ranslated 50 plus books on var ious 

subjects. He lived in Par is for six years and has 

traveled all over Europe. 

Yalçın can be contacted at 

s iarya lc in@hotmai l .com 

Peter Engelmann RC Eng 44 
Peter Enge lmann and his wife J u d y v is i ted istanbul in May 2 0 0 6 and had a chance to catch up with Turkey , 

the Eng ineer ing Depar tment on the Boğaziçi Univers i ty Bebek campus and the present RC at Arnavutköy. 

Af ter RC, Peter Enge lmann headed for graduate study at M.I.T. Soon after his arr ival there , he was drafted 

and sent to Germany to join the occupat ion forces. Af ter being d ischarged, he comple ted his s tud ies under 

the G.I. Bil l , and spent 17 years work ing as a civi l eng ineer in des ign ing industr ia l and t ranspor ta t ion 

projects with consul t ing f i rms in New York. He worked for the U.S. Depar tment of Commerce on the 

Nor theast Cor r idor Study (Washington-Boston) in 1963 and 1964. 

Peter moved to the Washington area in 1964 and jo ined the staff of the World Bank. Dur ing 20 years with 

that organ izat ion he held var ious posi t ions and traveled widely in A f r i ca , As ia , and Lat in Amer i ca , ass is t ing 

in the planning and f inancing of deve lopment projects. Af ter ret ir ing in 1984, he fo rmed a smal l consul t ing 

f i rm with six fo rmer co l leagues and cont inued provid ing adv isory serv ices on pre investment work for urban 

and t ranspor ta t ion in f rast ructure projects in Lat in Amer i ca and the Car ibbean unti l 1999. He is now fully 

ret i red, paint ing geomet r i c abst racts in oil and wri t ing his s tory for his two chi ldren and four grandch i ld ren. 

Enge lmann had not been back to istanbul s ince his graduat ion f rom RC so it was a real p leasure to have 

him tour both campuses . By sheer co inc idence the Class of 44 was having one of their regular reunion 

lunches, this t ime at B iz im Tepe, on May 5. Peter and Judy , met with fo rmer c lassmates and caught up 

with the past 62 years, if that is at all possible within the space of 2 hours! 

M.Jack Ohanian RC Eng 56 
Dr. Ohanian received his Bachelor of Sc ience in Electr ical Eng ineer ing degree magna cum 

laude in 1956 f rom Robert Col lege in Istanbul, Turkey and his Master of Electr ica l Engineer ing 

and Ph.D. in Nuclear Sc ience and Engineer ing degrees f rom Rensse laer Po ly techn ic Institute in 

1960 and 1963, respect ively. 

He is Pro fessor Emer i tus of Nuc lear & Radio logica l Engineer ing at the Univers i ty of Flor ida 

having ret ired on Ju l y 1, 2001. Dur ing the per iod Ju l y 1, 1999 to J u n e 30 , 2001, he was the 

Interim Dean of Engineer ing at the University. And dur ing August 1, 1998 - J u n e 30 , 1999, he 

was the Universi ty 's Interim Vice Pres ident for Research and Dean of the Graduate Schoo l . 

Pr ior to that he was the Assoc ia te Dean for Engineer ing Research and Admin is t ra t ion in the 

Col lege of Eng ineer ing . He was the 1994 chair of the Amer i can Assoc ia t ion of Engineer ing 

Soc ie t ies whose 28 member soc iet ies represent the mains t ream of U.S. eng ineer ing He was 

the 1990-91 nat ional president of the Amer i can Nuc lear Society. For the per iod 1990 to 2001 

he chaired the f i ve-member Board of Directors of the Flor ida Institute of Phosphate Research, 

an independent state research agency. He is a Fellow of the Amer i can Nuc lear Soc ie ty and the 

Amer i can Assoc ia t ion for the Advancement of Sc ience. In May 1994 his a lma mater, 

Rensse laer Po ly techn ic Institute, se lected him as the 1994 Rensse lear A lumni Assoc ia t ion 

Fellow, recogniz ing him for his life's work, which set an example for Rensse laer men and 

women to emulate. In October 1984 he received the Flor ida Blue Key Dist inguished Faculty 

Award in recogni t ion of his ach ievements in the areas of teaching, research and serv ice. 

He and his wife Sandy, have two daughters and three grandsons. They live in Nor th F lor ida. 

Mehmet Cemal Bolgil RC Eng 57 
Bolgi l , ret ired f rom his career in arch i tecture and archeolog ica l reconst ruct ion in 

2 0 0 2 after suf fer ing a stroke. He wrote to the RCQ from the UK where he l ives and says 

he travels when he can to Turkey and the USA, v is i t ing old f r iends along the way. He is 

the father of Müfi t and Mine. Emai l : mcbolg i l@nt lwor ld.com 

Uğur Terzioğlu RC 54 
After serv ing as cha i rman between 1993-1995 of T A B A / A m C h a m (Turk ish-Amer ican 

Bus iness Assoc ia t ion) Terzioğlu was once again re-elected cha i rman in J u n e 2 0 0 6 . This 

assoc ia t ion, which has five branches in Turkey, acts to develop all kinds of re lat ions between 

the USA and Turkey. Terzioğlu has been awarded the tit le of Cheval ier by French Pres ident 

Chi rac and the award of Caval ier i di Republ ica Italiano by the Italian Par l iament in 2 0 0 5 . 

He is present ly act ing as General Coord inator of Asta ld i Cons t ruc t ion . Marr ied to Cav idan 

s ince 1973 they have a son Mustafa and two grand-chi ldren. Uğur Terzioğlu often enjoys a 

game of tennis and sai l ing. 

Fügen Yücesoy Ok A C G 61 
After A C G , she graduated f rom Ankara Pol i t ical 

Sc ience Universi ty in 1965 and has been a d ip lomat in the 

Turkish Minist ry of Foreign Affairs s ince then. Ok has been 

an Ambassado r of Turkey for the last 15 years. First she 

was in V ienna as Permanent Representat ive to the UN and 

other organ izat ions in V ienna f rom 1992-1998; then she 

represented her country as Ambassado r of Turkey to 

Denmark f rom 2001-2005 . Fügen Ok is the second female 

d ip lomat to rise to the rank of ambassador in Turkey and is 

the first female ambassador f rom A C G . She ret ired f rom 

the Foreign Minist ry in February 2 0 0 6 and at present is 

teaching in several universi t ies in Ankara . 

Ok has two sons, Tulug, 37, and Tansug, 29 years old. 

Tulug Ok is an Ass is tant Pro fessor at Bi lkent Universi ty 

while Tulug Ok has fol lowed in his mother 's footsteps and 

become a dip lomat as well . 
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ALUMNI 
NEWS 

Yalçın Diril RA 65 
Proud father Yalçın Diril was very happy to share 

news of his younger son Emir 's success with the rest 

of the RC communi ty . Emir f in ished high schoo l at 

St. J o s e p h , istanbul and cont inued on to Yıldız 

Technical University, Depar tment of Ship Bui ld ing. 

However, it turned out that was not what he really 

wanted to do. In his fourth year there he in formed 

his parents that he wanted to study music and 

speci f ica l ly at the Berk lee Col lege of Music in Boston. 

His f i rm belief in his abil i ty to succeed conv inced his 

parents too. Emir has completed his first year and 

made the Dean's List for spr ing semester 2 0 0 6 with 

a grade point average of 3.98. Yalçın Diril says Emir 

has chosen the field of Fi lm Scor ing as he cont inues 

his studies at Berk lee. Yalçın Diri l, who is also the 

father of son Emrah , 29, is pictured here with his 

wife Ferihan and Emir, age 24. Emai l : 

ya lc ind@yahoo.com 

Fügen Gülertekin, 
A C G 71 

As the RCQ went to press, we learned 

that Fügen Güler tekin, A C G 71, is to return 

to Turkey in October, having served an 

eight year pr ison sentence in a case that 

was protested by many in Turkey. As most 

of you know, she was sentenced to eight 

years without parole for al legedly 

harming a child in her home day care 

center. The prosecut ion c la imed the baby 

- who is now 10, al ive and well - suf fered 

f rom "shaken baby syndrome," and that 

Gülertekin was responsib le. We hope to 

have more in format ion on Gülertekin in 

the next issue of the RC Quarter ly. 

Engin Selçuk RC Yük S7 
After work ing for the Industrial Development Bank of Turkey and 

IBM Turkey as f inancia l analyst, Engin worked for STFA Const ruc t ion Co. 

as Financia l Manager. He migrated to Austra l ia in 1981, where he worked 

as a Budget Accountant for Olivett i for 5 years before star t ing his own 

publ ic accountancy off ice. He sold the business in 2 0 0 2 and semi -

ret i red. He works as a casual interpreter and t ranslator when not 

t ravel ing. Engin wrote, "I have per formed as a folk dancer unti l 50 

years o ld . I was hooked at RC Folklor Kulübü. Af ter graduat ion I became 

a danc ing member of D'ansemle R (Per fo rmance Group of Dutch Folk 

Dancing Assoc ia t ion) in Rot terdam for two years in the late s ixt ies. I 

jo ined The Academy of Turkish Music and Fine Ar t s in Sydney both as a 

per forming and execut ive commi t tee member before serv ing one year 

as Pres ident . 

I have been marr ied to Sunay (Bayel) s ince 1972. She is a graduate 

of Schoo l of L i terature at Univers i ty of Istanbul. We have two 

daughters, Zeynep (32) and Ayse (27) and a grand-daughter Koko Rose 

f rom Zeynep. Zeynep has worked on several f i lm projects as assistant 

producer, including two of the last two Star Wars f i lms, The Quiet 

Amer i can , Rabbit Proof Fence, Racing Str ipes, Babe etc. Ayse is a 

remedia l massage therapist . Apar t f rom running our account ing off ice, 

we worked in amateur theatre and music groups. Since we enjoyed 

theatre very much, we were involved in organ iz ing tours of prominent 

theatre compan ies f rom Turkey over the years, including G e n c o Erkal , 

Ferhan Şensoy, Al i Poyrazoğlu, Levent Kırca, and Istanbul Sehi r 

T iyatro lar ı . However, our most ser ious hobby is t ravel ing. Present ly, we 

travel for 4 -5 months every year camping in Austra l ia and/or 

backpack ing overseas. 

We are looking forward to hear ing f rom our schoo l f r iends. If you are 

planning to travel to Austra l ia please get in touch with us. We would 

love to come together aga in . We are a lso looking forward to at tending 

the 150th Ann iversary of Robert Col lege in 2013." 

Engin can be reached at: ese lcuk@ozemai l .com.au 

Nur Dölay A C G 71 
Went to Wellesley Col lege 

after A C G and majored in 

Socio logy, with a minor in 

poli t ical sc ience. She 

cont inued at La Sorbonne in 

France and L'institut Française 

de Presse. 

She has been work ing as a 

journal ist s ince 1982. 

In her own words: "I 

focused on Lat in Amer i ca for 

many years. S ince 1992 I am 

in charge of Turkey and 

Caucas ia for Le Monde's 

weekly publ icat ion of Courr ier 

Internat ional. I have also 

wri t ten for Le Monde 

Diplomat ique, the Turkish 

daily Cumhur iyet , and 

publ icat ions such as Birgun 

and Idea Pol i t ika. From t ime to 

t ime I prepare documentar ies 

for the mar ine program 

Thalassa on French 

television's Channe l 3." 

Nur Dölay has two books 

publ ished in Turkey; Lat in 

Amer ika Başkaldırıyor (Latin 

Amer i ca Rebels) f rom Süreç 

Yayınevi, 1985, and Kafkasya 

Çemberi (Caucasian Circle), 

f rom Çiviyazıları in 2001. 

Zeynep Kazgan Kızıltan RC 86 
After complet ing her undergraduate degree in Economics at Boğaziçi Univers i ty 

(1990), Zeynep Kızıltan at tended the International Relat ions Graduate Dip loma 

Program at the Schoo l of Advanced International S tud ies /Bo logna Center of the 

J o h n Hopkins Univers i ty (1990-1991), after which she jo ined the Minist ry of Foreign 

Affairs as a career d ip lomat in 1992. 

She has been appointed to the Permanent Mission of Turkey at the Off ice of the 

United Nat ions in Geneva (Switzer land), Turkish Embassy in A lmaty (Kazakhstan) , 

Consula te General of Turkey in Antwerp (Belgium) and Permanen t Delegat ion of 

Turkey to the European Union (Belgium) respect ively. She is current ly work ing in the 

United Nat ions Depar tment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Ankara , and has been 

marr ied to ihsan Kızıltan, also a career d ip lomat, s ince 1997. They have two ch i ldren; 

Alp, who is now six years old, and Defne, 15 months o ld. 

Basat Tayfun RC 89 
Wrote to the RCQ from A lexandr ia , VA where he l ives with his wife of six years and 

a son, who is a year and a half o ld . Basat is a Pr inc ipa l Analyst at Project 

Per fo rmance Corpora t ion (www.ppc.com) P P C is a consu l tancy f i rm spec ia l iz ing in 

env i ronmenta l issues, health issues, in format ion technology, and archive 

management . Its pr incipal cus tomer is the Amer i can Civi l Agenc ies and Government 

but it also has a s t rong standing in the pr ivate sector and with char i table inst i tut ions. 

Basat can be reached at b tayfun@yahoo.com and b tay fun@ppc.com. 

Bülent Omay RC 93 
A surgeon, Dr. Omay is current ly in Melbourne, Austra l ia at this t ime of his life. 

Af ter RC he completed the Faculty of Medic ine at Istanbul Univers i ty Cerrahpaşa. He 

later spec ia l ized in brain surgery at the same University. Omay then worked for one 

year at Yale Universi ty Schoo l of Medic ine's brain surgery depar tment . At present he 

can be found in Melbourne, working in a center well known in the field of brain tumors. 

Dicle Türkoğlu RC 9S 
Dicle and Keith Peterson we lcomed a new baby into their family. 

Nar Rosa Peterson was born on 6 / 6 / 0 6 , and is a sweet natured 

little girl with big smi l ing eyes. Proud big s ister Ela is a lmost four 

years o ld . She likes to refer to Nar as "my baby" , and enjoys being 

mommy 's little helper. Ela also loves pr incess stor ies, farm animals 

and picture books. When she is not taking care of babies, Dicle 

works on her d isser tat ion in Cl in ical Psycho logy at the Universi ty of 

Vermont . She also likes gardening, and vis i t ing orchards around 

Vermont . She wants to hear f rom not only her old fr iends, but also 

anyone in the communi ty who would like to visit Vermont . She can 

be reached at d ic le. turkoglu@uvm.edu 
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Melis Ónqün RC 98 
After receiv ing her B.A. in Pol i t ics 

and International Relat ions f rom 

the Universi ty of Warwick, Melis 

dec ided she missed her fel low RC 

98 grads in the U.S. and moved to 

NYC. 

A shor t work p lacement at 

Saatch i ' s proved that adver t is ing 

was her g ig. She began her 

adver t is ing career at Young & 

Rub icam Brands as a graduate 

trainee in Apr i l 2 0 0 2 in NYC. 

She worked on a range of 

cl ients, such as AT&T and 

Pfizer, developing their 

cus tomer relat ionship 

market ing programs. More 

recent ly Melis was appointed 

Account Director, cont inuing 

to build the Microsoft team 

after Y R B won the global 

account in ear ly 2 0 0 4 and 

working on the wor ldwide 

launch of SQL Server 2 0 0 5 . 

She moved to London in May 

2 0 0 6 and has been helping 

out with the BT account at 

Ogilvy. Her focus is 

increasingly becoming digital 

adver t is ing and she is now moving 

on to start a new posi t ion at Dare 

Digital in a couple of weeks t ime. 

She enjoys pract ic ing yoga in her 

free t ime and travel l ing extensively 

in Europe now that she 's back. 

Erenşah Biçen & Orhan Ayanlar RC 96 
RC 96 sweethear ts Orhan Ayanlar and Erenşah Biçen f inally got marr ied on 

Sep tember 9 th after their long journey - they were only sixth graders when i t all 

s tar ted! The fairytale-l ike wedding took place in Bodrum, at the Ayanlar family 

house on the hills of Yalıkavak. The party s tar ted at 5 :00 pm and went on until the 

sunr ise. The guests danced for ten hours non-stop! The bride has been living in 

London , work ing at JP Morgan fol lowing her graduat ion f rom Koç Universi ty. The 

groom, who graduated f rom Boston University, moved to Istanbul in December 

2 0 0 2 after working in NY for several years. They have never l ived in the same city 

s ince graduat ing f rom RC, so this marr iage will be quite a change for the 

newlyweds who are now to dec ide where to live and work. This t ime, together... 

Eda Yıldırım Büyükkayalı RC 95 and 
Olgay Baki Büyükkayalı RC 96 

Eda completed her undergraduate degree at the Istanbul 

Universi ty Faculty of Law and worked for the Somay Law 

Firm for nearly three years before she went to London for 

an MSC in Law and Account ing at the London Schoo l of 

Economics . She came back to Istanbul in late 2 0 0 3 and has 

been working for the Hergüner Bi lgen Özeke law f i rm since 

then. Olgay, who received both his undergraduate and 

graduate degrees f rom Boğaziçi University, worked for 

Ci t igroup in istanbul as a strategist f rom his sen ior year in 

col lege until 2 0 0 6 . He then moved to London to work at A B N Amro , and is now 

a trader at Lehman Brothers in London . 

In the meant ime, Eda and Olgay got marr ied in August 2 0 0 5 and have moved 

to London where Olgay's new job is located. Eda has been travel ing back and 

forth as she cont inues her work in is tanbul . 

Onur Zilberman RC 00 
Onur studied Media Studies at Bilgi Universi ty and graduated in March , meanwhi le he has 

been working in several media agenc ies . Af ter having studied media in col lege and gett ing 

work exper ience, he says that work ing in media for 6 months equaled his 4 years of 

schoo l ing . As all the guys have to think about and al locate t ime for while making future plans, 

Onur is s tar t ing his mil i tary serv ice in December. With this in mind, he dec ided to take the 

s u m m e r off, and at tended big music fest ivals across Europe. To give an idea about the size 

and l ineup of European festivals, Onur saw the Who, Muse, Slgur Ros, Editors, Red Hot Chil i 

Peppers , Calexico, Manu Chao, Black Eyed Peas, Franz Ferdinand, Ben Harper, Live, Starsailor, 

Sean Paul , Kanye West, Clap Your Hands Say Yeah, and Elbow, among many other groups in 

the Rockwerchter Festival in Be lg ium. Ano ther festival in Ben icass im, Spain took place on the 

beach and featured many other famous groups and DJs . 

Lalin Anik RC 02 
Lalin writes: "I graduated with a B.A. degree in psychology with high honors from Brandeis 

University in 2 0 0 6 . This fall, I will be start ing my doctorate studies in business administrat ion, 

specif ical ly market ing, at Harvard Business School . I decided to cont inue with school rather than 

joining the work force, as I have grand thirst for learning, and researching. 

My curiosity to explore career passions dates back to high school years at RC, when I worked as a 

research lab assistant both at Brandeis University and Duke University Marine Lab for two summers. 

Throughout those summers, I f igured out what I did not want to do more than what I felt really 

excited about. I realized that my chi ldhood dream of a life in the ocean with marine mammals would 

stay as an expanded hobby but I would seek ways in behavioral research. With a sudden jump from 

marine biology to psychology, I sought opportuni t ies to get involved in lab research. As a f reshman, I 

got involved in the eye tracking research in relation to cognit ion and emot ion at adul thood and old 

age and cont inued for 4 years. In the last year, I combined eye tracking technology at the Brandeis 

University Psychology Department Emot ion Lab with market ing and wrote my honors thesis titled 

"Assessing Attent ion to, Preference and Memory of Adver t isements with Differing Emotional 

Valences." I also worked at the Sleep Hospital of Brown University Medical School during the 

summer of my f reshman year. Yet, the turning point in my life was at London Business School , 

where I worked as a research lab assistant for Professor Tavassoli in the market ing department, 

looking at consumer behavior patterns. I was responsible for the first behavior lab in the history of 

LBS, and the planning, recruit ing and running of the exper iments therein. I fol lowed my excitement 

in the appl icat ions of psychology in the business field through my exper iences at Fenerium in 

relation to sports retail business and customer sat isfact ion during the summer before my senior 

year. I also interned at international advert is ing agencies such as McCann Erickson and Arnold in the 

past year. Exposure to possibil i t ies in different branches provided me with a wider horizon and more 

clear vision of the future direct ion, which I want to pursue. 

My senior year at Brandeis University was also important as I celebrated my 15th year in 

swimming, a life long passion that I started as a 7 year-old in Istanbul, fol lowed in the National and 

International area as a member of the Turkish National Team and cont inued in the States with over 

fifteen records. As a senior at Brandeis University, I was awarded the Linsey Athlet ic Fellowship, 

which is a scholarship given to one student for top level accompl ishments both in academics and 

athletics. It has always been very essential for me to balance swimming with academics, and I can 

now smile when I think about waking up at 4 am twice a week all throughout my life at Robert 

College and university. My aim is to cont inue swimming at Harvard, but also pass down my 

experience as a coach, which has fulfi l led me as I have been working with young swimmers between 

ages three and thirteen since 2002 . 

I will be delighted to talk to and help any Robert Col lege family member as much as I can as the 

advice and direct ions of older RC graduates have assisted me incredibly. Contact info: 

lanik@hbs.edu." 

Salim Sağlam RC 03 
Being an actor and a favori te of former faculty member and d i rector Lar ry Roetze l , Sal im's face was famil iar to the 

RC communi ty . He star red as the passionate lover Ferdinand in Shakespeare 's The Tempest, a young neighbor and a 

king in Nasreddin Hoca, a cowboy in The Majestic Kid, among many other roles. He is a sen ior in Midd lebury Col lege, 

major ing in theater and economics . He works in the scene shop of the theater depar tment , bui lding sets for the 

upcoming student per fo rmances. His latest ski l ls involve a luminum and steel weld ing. Over the s u m m e r he had an 

internship in Kabul , A fghan is tan, working as an assistant f inancial consul tant for tax reform in the Afghan treasury. He 

is also a French minor, and went to France as an exchange student, but due to s tudent protests in France, his schoo l did 

not open for 10 weeks, and he spent those weeks, as he cal ls it, "a t tending the school of life." He does not know what he 

is going to do after col lege, but life waits around the bend for this determined and creat ive man to come a long. 

59 
58 

mailto:lanik@hbs.edu


ALUMNI 
NEWS 

FACULTY 
FRIENDS 

Pelin Seyhan RC 03 
Pel in wri tes: "I did not have any idea that I would find myself strol l ing in the foreign st reets 

of Shangha i , Ch ina . How I ended up here interning for a global company is a story to be 

remembered . Af ter my acceptance to Lehigh University, I had a vis ion that this long journey to 

the States would open up the doors to o thers. Lehigh not only gave me a well founded 

educat ion in the field of Honors Integrated Bus iness and Engineer ing, Industrial Engineer ing 

major and Economics minor, but gave me a chance to enr ich my soul with several communi ty 

projects at Leadersh ip Leh igh, taking parts in the musica ls and theatre product ions, publ ishing 

art ic les, taking leadership roles in many student organizat ions including Turkish Students 

Assoc ia t ion , Team '07, Peer Tutor ing and International Ambassadors . 

I looked for ways to contr ibute more so I s tar ted work ing for the Dean's off ice. I have 

agreed to be a grader for Engineer ing Computa t ions c lass. Last year, I added a third 

responsibi l i ty by agreeing to assist the Industrial Eng ineer ing Cha i rman . I have to admit that 

my avai lable t ime has become very l imited but the results have been rewarding. Not only have 

I establ ished very s t rong re lat ionships with my professors and my col lege, I have been 

nominated to receive the Outstanding Jun io r Women award, received the honor to be in 

Dean's List every term, announced to be the Hans Baer Scho lar and was elected to be a part 

of the engineer ing honor society, Rossin Jun io r Fellows. I would guess that these were the 

accompl i shments that have dr iven me to take on a bigger chal lenge: Tauck Scho larsh ip . 

Af ter learning the tragic fact that I could not possibly s tudy abroad and graduate at the 

same t ime because of my credit load, I was enthral led to see the cc-ed emai l f rom a professor. 

Bus iness Col lege was offer ing a Tauck Scho lars Program that would elect three appl icants and 

offer them the chance of interning abroad. A l though it was a very chal lenging task to get 

se lec ted, it got even more chal lenging when I learned that no internat ional s tudents were 

se lec ted in the past due to their state of a l ready being " in ternat iona l . " However, I broke the 

record and that 's how I am enjoying the chopst icks, the crazy KTVs, the enlarging economy, 

the cheap accommodat ion and the or iental cul ture of Shangha i . The things that I have learned 

and will cont inue to learn would fill up ten pages, but the most memorab le thing that I am 

proud to indicate is to be assist ing the senior manager of Business Development Depar tment 

and work on $100 M projects in addi t ion to learning a total ly different language: Chinese." 

Pel in can be reached at pes2@lehigh.edu 

Andrew and İpek Tingleff 
RC faculty members Mr. and Mrs. Tingleff 

would like announce the birth of their daughter 

Yasemin Tingleff. She was born J a n u a r y 11, 2 0 0 6 

at Acıbadem Hastanesi in Kadıköy. Mrs. Tingleff 

spent the first eight months with Yasemin and 

took a leave of absence f rom the second semester 

of the last schoo l year. A lso, thanks to snow days 

and hol idays Mr. Tingleff had a month long 

paterni ty leave. Yasemin is a l ready an act ive 

member of RC and has even been on stage dur ing 

a flag ceremony. 

Sayat Özyılmaz RC 04 
Sayat spent his years in Robert Col lege expanding his bug col lect ion and 

founded the scient i f ic magaz ine K ingdom Rober tea . He went to Dar tmouth 

Col lege with a desire to study Evolut ionary Biology. A long with age came 

surv ival concerns, and he decided to choose the wel l - t rodden path of s tudying 

Economics , but on the s ide he stil l nur tured his passion for biology by gett ing 

involved in ecologica l agr icul ture in the Black Sea region of Turkey. He is going 

to Nicaragua dur ing Chr is tmas and Brazi l in the spr ing to pursue his interests in 

ecologica l agr icul ture. He also per fo rmed a Dar tmouth funded research project 

last s u m m e r researching the agr icul ture sec tor and market ing strategies. This 

past s u m m e r he did an internship in f inance and per fo rmed economica l 

consul t ing for a senator. On top of all this, he is only a junior in col lege. Sayat 

also works on campus, and can be found dist r ibut ing col lege newspapers on his 

bike in the wake of day. His next venture might be in the ports of Morocco or in 

the forests of South Afr ica.. . 

John Freely 
Long- t ime Boğaziçi professor, 

Istanbul histor ian and wri ter John 

Freely ce lebrated his 8 0 t h bir thday 

recently. A commi t tee led by Boğaziçi 

rector Ayşe Soysal A C G 67 organized a 

specia l conference at Boğaziçi 's Albert 

Long Hall on J u n e 23rd in his honor. 

Ralph Jaeckel 
Linguist Ralph Jaecke l , who taught at RC between 1959-1965 is sen ior 

lecturer emer i tus in the Depar tment of Near Eastern Languages and Cul tures at 

Univers i ty of Cal i forn ia, Los Ange les . In November 2 0 0 5 the Middle East 

Studies Assoc ia t ion honored him with its 2 0 0 5 Mentor Award for his career as a 

teacher of Turkish and Ot toman with the words ' ' With deep apprec ia t ion for his 

inexhaust ib le power to coax, encourage and inspire language learning f rom 

students of wildly dif ferent apt i tudes; and His abil i ty to instil l such a love of the 

Turkish language and Turkish cul ture that detai ls such as grammar, modals, 

agglut inat ive sequenc ing , and vowel harmony become s e d u c t i v e ' 

cha l lenges rather than insurmountab le obstacles, ' ' 

The M E S A Mentor ing Award was establ ished in 1995 and first 

given at MESA's 1996 annual meet ing. The award recognizes 

except ional cont r ibut ions ret ired faculty have made to the 

educat ion and training of others. 

Jaecke l wrote to the RCQ about his t ies with RC and istanbul. 

' 'Whi le I was at Robert Col lege, I taught only in the Engl ish 

Language Division headed by She ldon Wise. In my last years 

there, I was a member of the team that produced the early vo lumes of the ser ies 

"Spoken Engl ish for Turks" and inc luded, in addi t ion to Wise, Hikmet Sebuktek in , 

our chief expert on all matters of the Turkish language, and Mathew Char les . In 

the s u m m e r of 1965 I helped train members of the Peace Corps in the teaching of 

Engl ish. 

My fond memor ies of Turkey, some in the form of photographs I took in 

Istanbul and other areas I v is i ted dur ing those years, and my teaching exper ience 

at the col lege and e lsewhere in Istanbul with many friendly, eager, and 

enthus iast ic s tudents, shaped my career when I returned to the United States. ' ' 

Jaecke l ' s long awaited reference work A Dictionary of Turkish Verbs has 

recent ly been publ ished by Georgetown Universi ty Press . 
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Obituaries for RC Alumni 

Nicholas Popov RC 33 
Died J u n e 26, 2 0 0 6 at his home in Newmarket , 

su r rounded by his family. Af ter RC, he went on to receive 

his master 's degree f rom Purdue Univers i ty in 1935. From 

1935 to 1978 he worked as a mechan ica l eng ineer with 

Babcock & Wilcox Co. based in New York City. A f te r ret ir ing 

he worked as a consu l t ing eng ineer for eight years with 

Char les T. Main in Bos ton . He mar r ied El izabeth Mi l ler in 

1939. They raised four ch i ldren and enjoyed 59 years of 

mar r iage. Mrs. Popov died in 1998. An act ive vo lunteer in 

Newmarket , Mr. Popov served on many town boards and was 

a ded icated vo lunteer at the Newmarket E lementa ry Schoo l 

as well as being a longt ime cont r ibu tor to the Newmarket 

Publ ic L ibrary. 

Mr. Popov enjoyed t ravel ing and could speak f luent ly in 

at least six languages. The RC commun i ty in the U S A was 

happy to see him at tend the RC alumni reunion in Boston in 

February 2 0 0 6 . 

He is surv ived by three of his ch i ldren Dobr inka N. Popov, 

Peter N. Popov and Chr i s topher N. Popov as well as f ive 

grand-ch i ld ren. 

Güzin Berkmen ACG 34 
Güzin Be rkmen was 

born in Istanbul in 1914.1 
After a t tending the 

Ecole de Notre Dame 

de Lourdes and the 

Engl ish High Schoo l , 

she entered A C G , 

graduat ing in 1934 as 

Güzin Sabr i . She then 

s tud ied Engl ish 

l i terature at Istanbul 

Universi ty. In 1936 she 

marr ied Kenan Yalter, 

RC '32, and had two 

daughters , Nil Yal ter 

A C G ' 58 and idil Yal ter 

A C G '63 , who surv ive her. Her brother, Al i Sa l im Be rkmen , 

1928-1992, graduated f rom RC in 1949. 

Güzin Be rkmen taught Engl ish at var ious high schoo ls in 

Istanbul and u l t imate ly ret i red f rom Istanbul Univers i ty 's 

Yabancı Dil ler Oku lu . She also worked in the USIS Library. 

In addi t ion to t rans lat ion work and wr i t ing poet ry in both 

Turkish and Engl ish , she spent much of life giv ing pr ivate 

lessons in Turkish to fore igners and in Engl ish to Turks. 

D ip lomats f rom the UK, France, Israel, Yugos lav ia , The 

Nether lands, Germany, Greece and Sweden were among her 

s tudents . She also taught bus inessmen, journal is ts , 

housewives and others f rom count r ies as far af ie ld as 

Co lomb ia , Ma lays ia , Russ ia , J a p a n , Aust ra l ia and the USA. 

However, she is best remembered for teach ing many UK 

consu lar and mi l i tary personne l , severa l of whom went on to 

become ambassadors , such as Sir K ieran P rendergas t and 

Sir Dav id Logan , and who remained her good f r iends. 

As a result of her long-standing connec t ions with the 

Br i t ish d ip lomat ic wor ld, she was granted an honorary M B E 

by Queen E l izabeth the Second in the year 2 0 0 0 . Güzin 

Be rkmen died on Augus t 26th , 2 0 0 6 . 

Ibrahim Bodurgil RC 35 
Died on Augus t 7, 2 0 0 6 

at the age of 94 in his home 

in Be thesda, Washington 

D.C. He was a ret i red 

specia l is t at the L ibrary of 

Congress , ret i r ing in 1984 

after 45 years as Head of 

the Turkish and A rmen ian 

sec t ions of the l ibrary. 

The fo l lowing are 

excerpts f rom his ob i tuary 

that ran in the Washington 

Pos t . 

"Mr. Bodurg i l , was born in 

Istanbul and grew up in the 

v i l lage of Rumel i Hisarı . 

Af ter WWI, his father became a gardener at Rober t 

Co l lege . The young Bodurgi l was admi t ted to the schoo l 

and d is t ingu ished himsel f as a champ ion javel in and discus 

thrower. He received his bache lor 's degree in economics , 

with honors, in 1935. 

He served with the Turkish army dur ing Wor ld War II and 

then worked for 20 years at the Amer i can Consu la te in 

Istanbul as a press at taché, gain ing much respect and 

nat ional reputa t ion . 

In 1959, he immigrated to the Uni ted States with his wife 

El iza and son , Edward. He jo ined the L ibrary of Congress , 

where he was responsib le for the A rmen ian Col lec t ion in the 

Near East Sec t ion of the Af r ican and Middle Eastern 

Div is ion of the l ibrary. He built up the Turkish and 

A rmen ian co l lec t ions at the L ibrary of Congress as well as 

author ing severa l texts on Turkey. These inc luded "Turkey: 

Pol i t ics and Government , 1938-1975" and "Kema l Ata turk : A 

Centenn ia l Bibl iography, 1881-1981." He also served as an 

occas iona l Turkish in terpreter for the White House and 

federal agenc ies . Tours with NATO, appo in tments to 

t ransalate for Pres ident Kennedy and J o h n s o n , work for the 

UN and Voice of A m e r i c a rounded out his profess ional 

career. However, his posi t ion with the L ibrary of Congress 

was the focal point of his a t tent ion and energ ies. 

Surv ivors inc lude his wife of 60 years, El iza Bodurgi l of 

Be thesda ; a son , Edward Bodur ian of Be thesda ; and three 

grandsons. 

Prof. Dr. Feridun Özgür RC 35 
Prof. Dr. Fer idun Özgür 

graduated f rom Kabataş 

E lementa ry Schoo l and 

then f rom Rober t Co l lege 

in 1935. 

A f te r cont inu ing his 

academic s tud ies in 

Eng land for a whi le, Prof. 

Özgür graduated f rom 

Istanbul Univers i ty Faculty 

of Economics in 1942. 

Dur ing his jun ior year, upon | 

get t ing an offer f rom Ord . 

Prof. A l f red Izaac, Prof. 

Özgür s tar ted work ing as his assistant and cont inued his 

academic s tud ies with him for a lmost 13 years . Prof. Özgür 

became a full pro fessor in 1960 after which he cont inued his 

academic career at the Istanbul Univers i ty Faculty of 

Economics unti l 1967. Together with his six f r iends, Prof. 

Özgür founded the Faculty of Bus iness Admin is t ra t ion , 

where he worked as a faculty member unti l his ret i rement in 

1982. 

A m o n g his many ach ievements , two s tand out as the 

most s ign i f icant . Prof. Özgür was one of the founders of the 

first modern Graduate Bus iness Schoo l (Istanbul Univers i ty 

Bus iness Economics Institute) in Turkey and he also 

p ioneered in the es tab l ishment of the account ing voca t ion 

in Turkey. Unti l his ret i rement, Prof. Özgür cont inued 

teach ing f inancia l and cost account ing courses at the 

Faculty of Bus iness Admin is t ra t ion and the Bus iness 

Economics Institute, which has been highly prominent in 

educat ing Turkey's bus inessmen in the last 50 years . 

Prof. Özgür served as a v is i t ing professor at Harvard 

Bus iness Schoo l dur ing the 1962-1963, and at A l abama 

Univers i ty and New York Univers i ty dur ing the 1970-1971 

academic years . 

Between 1972-1974, Prof. Özgür served as the Dean of the 

Faculty of Bus iness Admin is t ra t ion , as well as the Director 

of the Bus iness Economics Institute. He cont inued teach ing 

at Eskişehir Academy of Economics and C o m m e r c e between 

1963-1978, and at Şişli Economics and C o m m e r c e Academy 

between 1964-1970. 

Prof. Özgür, who was the cha i rman of the F inanc ia l 

Accoun t ing Depar tment for 15 years publ ished two books: 

"F inanc ia l Ma thema t i cs " and "P r inc ip les of A c c o u n t i n g " . 

Prof. Özgür, who was f luent in Engl ish and German , was 

mar r ied , had one chi ld and two grandch i ld ren . He was one 

of very few graduates of Rober t Co l lege to see both his 

brother, his niece and her two chi l ren (Mithat Özgür ' 45 , 

Füsun Özgür Madra'77, Aysel Madra ' 99 and Mithat 

Mad ra ' 04 ) and his son and grandson graduate f rom Rober t 

Co l lege . (Nuri Özgür '70 and Eren Özgür '95) . 

He died on J u n e 23, 2 0 0 6 . 

Margaret Kamburoğlu Nomal ACG 39 
Passed away on October 30 th , 

2 0 0 5 . She was a lways proud of 

being a s tudent at A C G . An avid 

spo r t swoman , her numerous a w a r d s ! 

won in spor ts decora ted the walls of I 
her home. She was an an honor 

s tudent every year she was at RC J 
and cont inued her s tudies at 

is tanbul Universi ty, Faculty of 

Engl ish Language and L i terature. 

La ter on , she worked as an Engl ish 

teacher at istanbul Univers i ty for 34 years. 

Bes ides her career, she was also a ded ica ted homemaker 

and a mother. She also worked t i re lessly for the 

es tab l ishment of severa l NGO's as well as being among the 

founders of Turco-Amer ican Univers i ty Graduates 

Assoc ia t i on and the Gülhane L ions C lub. She cont r ibu ted 

act ively, serv ing on its boards in var ious capac i t ies . 

Margaret Noma l is surv ived by Yusuf Nomal and her 

daughter Deniz Denker as well as a grandson Erdem who is 

a s tudent at HEV Kemerköy Okul ları . 

David Rosenstein RC Eng 46 
Died in March 2 0 0 4 at the age of 8 0 . His wife Lya 

Rosenste in wrote to inform the RCQ of his death and said "I 

must tell you how proud he was of Rober t Col lege . H e 

apprec ia ted the beaut i fu l scenery and locale of the Col lege 

and k indness of his c lassmates and Turkish people in 

genera l . " 

Ayser Özgen ACG 69 
Died in Istanbul on J u n e 25, 2 0 0 6 . Her f r iends mourn 

the passing of thei r c lassmate who they descr ibed as 

modest , ca lm and to lerant with a d is t inct ive smi le . 

Hüseyin Avni Arcan RA 70 
Passed away on Sep tember 20, 2 0 0 6 . 

Af ter RA , A rcan f in ished ODTÜ (Middle 

East Technical Universi ty) in 1975, where 

he s tud ied Meta l lurg ica l Eng ineer ing , and 

got marr ied to his wife Se rm in the same 

year. He worked at Parsan for a shor t 

st int before comple t ing his M B A at 

Nor th rop Univers i ty in the U S A . His work 

exper iences inc luded Emek S igor ta , AIG, 

S G S and was most recent ly at 7 Tepe 
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Sigor ta , work ing as a consu l ta t ive author i ty on eng ineer ing 

insurance. 

Hüseyin Avn i , a loyal Fenerbahçe fan who loved footbal l , 

was an intel l igent, kind and loving father and husband who 

very much enjoyed his home and fami ly life and was very 

fond of his daughters , Sümre and Seray. He had just 

recent ly become a proud grand- fa ther two months ago 

when his daughter Sümre had a baby boy, Emre Efe. 

His loss was unexpected and he shal l be missed 

t remendous ly by his family and f r iends. 

Gülten Üstünel RC 73 
Passed away on Augus t 1, 2 0 0 6 

She is surv ived by her mother, sister, n ieces and beloved 

Cook ie 

Gülten and I grew up in the same ne ighborhood . Our 

parents knew each other wel l , but we were at the t ime only 

d is tant ly aware of each other. Our f r iendship of near ly 40 

years s tar ted in one of the taxi 's of Tevfik Efendi whom 

most us would remember wel l . The last t ime I saw her, she 

was in a deep s leep. In a s leep that seemed (maybe because 

I hoped it to be so) peacefu l and full of beaut i fu l d reams. 

She was watched over a f fec t ionate ly by her be loved niece 

Fatoş and life mate S inan who never lost thei r hope unti l the 

very end and who were desperate ly t ry ing to do every th ing 

they could to get her back. 

Of course I will not forget that last day I saw her. Jus t 

like I will never forget the many days I've shared with her. 

Our teen-age years, our talks till dawn, our innocent 

f l i r ta t ions or rather fantas ies over potent ia l candidates, the 

exc i tements and the hear taches of you th , and those 

inevi table fits of laughter. 

I will a lso remember her bri l l iant mind, her contag ious, 

crack l ing laughter that would lift up your spi r i ts no matter 

what. A n d of course her inescapable dreamy eyes which 

seemed to pierce into yours as i f she wanted to read your 

sou l . 

We were di f ferent in so many ways. I was the one who 

was in a perpetua l state of chaos ; you couldn ' t catch her in 

a wr ink led shir t or with messy hair. While I would be in pain 

when i t came to speak my mind, she was a lways outr ight 

and to the point. If I was the scary mousy one when it came 

to t ry ing out new th ings, her conf idence and sense of 

adventure would be more than enough to car ry both of us. I 

would be incl ined to embel l ish the unpleasant real i ty with 

chi ld ish dreams, whereas she would rather face the facts 

and deal with them right there and then. 

So how come we got to be so c lose f r iends? Thinking 

back I bel ieve that in that age of innocence, wi thout even 

being aware of it, we just accepted and loved each other for 

who we were. 

Maybe that 's why in spi te of many years of separat ion 

when we got back together again we had not become 

s t rangers to each other. I cannot say we took off f rom 

where we left but we found each other just as we 

remembered . We had gone through di f ferent joys and pains 

but basical ly we had not changed for each other. 

Now I am again separa ted f rom her and yet just like all 

my beloved ones she is sti l l a part of my life. As long as I 

l ive she will live with me just as she will be there for those 

she left beh ind. 

I only wish, oh how I wish, we had just a litt le more t ime 

to grow old together. 

Senay Haznedaroğlu RC 73 

Berin Karlıbel RC 73 
Her brother Aydın Karlıbel 

RC 76, wrote: "Be r i n Karlıbel 

was born on 13. 7 .1954 in 

Istanbul. She f in ished the 

Engl ish High Schoo l and then 

Robert Co l lege. She later 

s tud ied in the Istanbul A c a d e m y l 

of Economica l and Commerc ia l I 
Sc iences . She held severa l 

posi t ions in Borusan Hold ing 

A.Ş. 

She was the daughter of 

Ruhan and Bedr i Karlıbel ,the 

latter having been the d i rector 

of Anado lu Klübü (Yacht Club) 

and Divan Hote l ; and a teacher 

of the Kabataş Erkek L ises i as 

wel l . Ber in s tar ted to play the piano with pr ivate lessons at 

an ear ly age and enro l led in the Munic ipa l Conservatory . 

Through her fo rmat ive talent and inspi r ing v i r tues, she 

has had a major inf luence on the ar t is t ic career of his 

brother Aydın Karl ıbel, RC 76. As a young girl of 12, Ber in 

had been the subject of two oil paint ings by ar t is ts Nevzat 

Kasman and Kemal Ze ren . One of her fondest memor ies of 

youth remained her present ing f lowers to Farah Diba of Iran 

dur ing her visit to Büyükada. 

In 1992 she became founder-pres ident of the Yeni Taksim 

L ions Club. Her energet ic act iv i t ies were acc la imed and 

awarded at the numerous local and in ternat ional fo rums she 

par t ic ipated in. She produced severa l memorab le 

in ternat ional c lass ica l music events and ini t iated pr ize-

winning projects like the L ions TV-Europe . She later s tud ied 

a l ternat ive medic ine at the Norbekov Institute, recent ly 

estab l ished in Istanbul. She was mar r ied to Dogan Özrodop 

and is surv ived by his sons Kaan (26) and Okan (23), who 

both s tud ied Labor Economics at Marmara Universi ty. Ber in 

was also f luent in French, Arab ic and Russ ian . 

She faced her i l lness with sereni ty and for t i tude, kept her 

angel ic smi le and good humor right to the end before 

pass ing away on 5.7.2006." 

Hüseyin Okuşluk RC 59 
Hüseyin was born in 

1940 and passed away in 
Dec.24, 2 0 0 5 in 

Germany. He jo ined Prep 1 

as a boarding s tudent in 

1951 and became a 

member of a f ratern i ty 

group with Cent A rdan , 

Kürşat Sarıgöl and Ergun 

Dinçman. There were 2 

o ther groups cal led "Cuva l 

S p o r " and "Pos ta l S p o r " . 

We chose a better name 

"Atom S p o r " which lasted 

long years . Nobody could 

ever beat us in basketbal l ! In Prep 1 and 2 we occup ied a 4 

berth dormi to ry in Ande rson Hal l . Hüseyin graduated in 

1959 marr ied a Ge rman , Mar ianne and they had a son , Can . 

He s tud ied and pract iced arch i tec ture in Germany and had 

been l iving in Germany s ince then . He was a t rue f r iend 

with a go lden heart . We miss him a lot. May God bless his 

sou l . 

Cent A rdan RC 59, F lor ida, 

Obituaries for faculty & friends 

Dr. John L. Espy 
A former faculty member at RC, who taught in the 

Engineer ing Schoo l f rom 1947-1953 he 

died Apr i l 24, 2 0 0 6 at the age of 8 4 . A 

graduate of Massachuset ts Institute of 

Technology. he later earned a DBA at 

Harvard Bus iness Schoo l . A l though he 

served in the U.S. Navy dur ing World 

War II, and worked as a chemica l 

engineer for the Eastman Kodak 

Company, Dr. Espy spent most of his 

career as a miss ionary and teacher for 

the Amer i can Baptist Churches . 

He lived in Istanbul, Turkey for six years and in Rochester, 

NY for nine years before moving to Hong Kong in 1962. 

There he worked at Chung Chi Col lege, which soon became 

part of the Chinese Univers i ty of Hong Kong . Apar t f rom 

three years in Newton Center, MA, he remained in Hong Kong 

until 1989, when he ret ired and set t led in Topeka. Dur ing his 

ret i rement, he taught business courses at Washburn 

Universi ty and was a member of West Side Bapt ist Church . 

He is surv ived by two sons, L incoln L. Espy, and J o h n M. 

Espy, a daughter, Brenda Mitchel l , a brother, Eugene Espy, 

Macon , GA; and six grandchi ldren. 

Mediha Esenel 
Retired teacher Dr. Mediha Esenel died in August 2 0 0 5 . 

She taught Soc io logy at RC for 12 years, between 1960-1972. 

In her book Geç Kalmış Kitap (A Book Too Late), publ ished by 

Sis tem Yayıncılık in 1999, she also descr ibes her years at 

Robert Col lege. 

Margaret R. Tregillus 
Margaret Tregil lus, 

Math teacher at A C G 

from 1959 to 1971 died 

on Augus t 3 , 2 0 0 5 . 

Rober t Co l lege and her 

s tudents cont inued to 

be on her mind at all 

t imes as she was a 

ded icated cont r ibu tor 

to the RC Annua l 

Giv ing Campa ign f rom 

1984 to 2 0 0 2 . When 

she died , RC received a 

bequest f rom her 

estate of $29 , 228 . Her 

A lma Mater, Gr inel l 

Col lege also receieved 

a bequest f rom her estate. 

Margaret went to Gr inel l Co l lege , Iowa f rom Clearwater, 

F lo r ida . A 1947 graduate of Gr innel l Co l lege she graduated 

with honors, winning the 1946 L inn Smi th Pr ize for 

Excel lence in Ma themat i cs and the Andrew W. Arch iba ld 

Pr ize for Highest Scho la rsh ip . She graduated with a major 

in Ma themat i cs and minor in Chemis t ry . 

She fur thered her educat ion at Harvard Graduate Schoo l 

of Educat ion and received a M.A.T. in Teaching in 1948, and 

later received a MS in Teaching at the NSF Institute of the 

Univers i ty of Ill inois in 1959. Margaret began her teaching 

career in Istanbul and later re turned to the states to teach 

Mathemat i cs at The Ethel Walker Schoo l in S imsbury , 

Connect icu t . Margaret never mar r ied and taught schoo l 

until ret i rement, when she moved to F lor ida. 

Correct ion: 

The obituary for J a m e s Wanders Smith Jr . in the 

Spring / Summer 2 0 0 6 issue of the RCQ, issue 29, 

mistakenly states that his sister Mignon S. Martin 

can be reached for condolences at 167 Boxwood 

Drive, Franklin Indiana 37069. The correct address 

for Ms. Martin is in Franklin, Tennessee 37069. 

The RCQ regrets the error. 
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