


2000 
yıldır 
hayatta! 

Even a taxi dr iver passing through is 

given to waxing lyrical about this 

school . The wister ia in b loom outside 

Marb le Hal l , the command ing neo-Classic 

archi tecture, the Plateau at dusk, all add up 

to a sl ice of New England, improbably 

perched atop the Bosphorus. 

For former students, in addit ion to this 

very physical trail of markers (sites of the 

first dance, first kiss, first words in English) 

the Col lege is also a reposi tory for 

memor ies of a world of its own; a unigue 

educat ion fostered over the years by larger-

than-l i fe teachers and v is ionary heads of 

schoo l . 

It is little surpr ise then that in its 142-year 

history, Robert Col lege has made its way 

into count less books; ranging f rom memoirs 

to biographies to works of f ic t ion. From the 

early founders -who kept met iculous 

records of their heroic endeavors-, through 

two wor ld wars, the swinging 60s , the 

nat ional izat ion of the Bebek campus into a 

universi ty in the 70s and subsequent co

educat ion at RC in Arnavutkoy, the school 

has char ted a steady course through 

choppy waters, all the while leaving its mark 

on generat ions of students. 

We hope that our focus in this issue, " R C 

in Books" , will help to broaden your sense 

of the school 's r ichness, both past and 

present, and the myr iad ways in which this 

inst i tut ion connects our community. 

Happy reading! 

RCQ Editorial Team 
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Robert College Summer Camp 
"Istanbul Modern" Project 

Building on its mission to expose chi ldren to English in a creative, fun and 

learning environment, the 2 0 0 5 Robert College Summer Camp was again a great success and offered an even 

greater variety of fun and excit ing activit ies for chi ldren ages 9-14. This year's theme was, "Explor ing the 

Elements: A Global Adventure" . It introduced the campers to five English speaking countr ies, India, Kenya, Fiji, Trinidad 

and Tobago, and Scot land. Through fr iendly competi t ions, these countr ies then completed tasks and chal lenges 

throughout the camp session. Once the campers became associated with their country they became part of "W.A.F.E 5" , 

a world within the walls of Robert College where English speaking and explorat ion took place and representing the four 

elements: water, air, fire, and earth. The " 5 " symbol ized a myster ious fifth e lement that took on different meanings, f rom 

teamwork to creativity. This summer a new chal lenge incorporated Istanbul Modern, the new modern art museum, and 

its col lect ion into the program. Campers came to the museum in their country groups and part icipated in a " t reasure 

hunt" throughout the museum. Each country consisted of five subgroups divided according to age. Working in 

subgroups, the campers plus a counselor were given clues which led them to works of art in the museum that 

represented the four natural e lements and the fifth element. Two works of art were chosen for each element. When the 

group had found the work that they felt represented that element, they would stand in front of it and wait for the "Clue 

Master" . "C lue Masters" were both camp staff and museum staff who would then ask about the work and share 

information with the campers. After complet ing that element the group would receive its next clue and a marker 

showing that they had successful ly completed that element. For this chal lenge the fifth element represented teamwork. 

This was stressed, as the campers had to work together and decide as a team to find the paintings. 

After complet ing the treasure hunt, counselors and campers returned to the RC campus and met in the Rodney 

Wagner Memor ia l Maze. There they found five large canvases and boxes fil led with various supplies that symbol ized the 

elements. For example, the water box was filled with blue paint, shells, sponges, and glitter. Working in their subgroups, 

campers used materials in their boxes to create their own versions of the elements inspired by what they experienced in 

the museum. Again , the fifth element represented teamwork in this chal lenge, and it was emphasized, because after a 

few minutes of working on a canvas, campers were asked to stop what they were doing and rotate to the next canvas. 

Campers had to be respectful of the other subgroups in their country and work with what the others had already 

created. Everyone within a country had an opportunity to contr ibute to each canvas and in the end the whole group 

stepped back to see how they, as a team, had represented the elements. These canvases were joined together as one 

piece on the last day of camp and exhibited in a "W.A.F.E. 5 Art Gal lery" . "Initially this project was designed in order to 

expose campers to the museum and its col lect ions and to encourage their own creat ive and art ist ic processes," says J o e 

Welch, Dean of Student Act iv i t ies. "The project also introduced campers to new Turkish art ist ic culture and its 

contemporary art scene while enforcing appropriate museum behavior. What started out as an experiment soon became 

a highly successful component of this year's camp. Many campers who were not that keen at first, later left the museum 

excited and interested. It was amazing to listen to their interpretations and thoughts on different works of art. Not only 

did it open our eyes to different ways of seeing things but they also learned f rom one another,". 

Şehrin doğasına uygun. Yeni M-Serisi. 

• Yeni M-Serisi'yle şehrin doğasını yaşamaya 

hazır olun. Nefis manzaralı bir tırmanışa geçtiğinizde 

M-Serisi'nin geliştirilmiş motor performansını 

h i s s e d e r s i n i z . Ş e h i r d e b ü t ü n g ö z l e r size 

çevrildiğindeyse M-Serisi'nin değişen hatlarının 

ve dinamik tasar ımının farkını yaşars ınız . En 

zor yollan bile yeni süspansiyonuyla hissetmeden 

aşt ığınızda M-Serisi konfor tutkunuza cevap 

verir. Yeni M-Serisi değişen ve gelişen gücüyle 

Mercedes-Benz Türk bayilerinde sizi bekliyor. 
Mercedes-Benz 
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Math Teacher  

Kapuya Receives 
Jane Page Award  

The J a n e Page Award for excel lence in teaching was given to math teacher Rina 

Kapuya who this year ce lebrates a decade at Robert Col lege. The award is g iven 

every two years and comes with funds to be used for professional development . 

Kapuya began teaching at RC after comple t ing an internship at the Ulus Jew ish L ise. 

"Because this is my tenth year here, I have taught every math class we offer, with the 

except ion of elect ive stat ist ics," she says. "This is a huge advantage, because it al lows me 

to see all of the mathemat ica l skil ls that might be reguired of s tudents at RC. I am thus 

able to better guide them." 

Kapuya says she is "very happy" with her s tudents at RC, and the relat ionship she has 

Kapuya with RC 02 graduate with them. "I think, over al l , ' they get me' , " she says "And of course I have great 

Lora Koenhemsi re lat ionships with my graduates, many of whom I am still in touch with." 

The Board of Trustees set up the J a n e Nichols Page faculty chair at RC in 1996, to honor 

the dedicated serv ice of J a n e Page, who served as a t rustee of Robert Col lege f rom 1943 

until she passed away in December 1998. Past recip ients of the award include math 

teacher Güler Hill and Engl ish teachers Bel inda Atay and Phil ip Esposi to. 

Ezgi Akçınar RC06 

Student Author 
Writes Book on Immigrants 
Ever since Lise 12 student Ezgi Akçınar found out as a chi ld that her grandfather, Halit 

Akçınar, had emigrated to izmir f rom the former Yugoslavia, she has been intr igued by 

the history of migrat ion - the personal tales of upheaval, difficult journeys and having to 

forge a new identity in a strange land. 

She decided two years ago to take her interest to another level. She tracked down 24 

famil ies in izmir, istanbul and Manisa who -like hers- had migrated to Turkey from the former 

Yugoslavia, and conducted comprehensive interviews with them. Her result ing book Göçmen 

(Immigrant) combines the stories recounted to her with documents and pictures from the 

archives of the istanbul Rumeli Turks Culture and Solidari ty Associat ion (Rumeli Türkler i 

Kültür ve Dayanışma Derneği) and researcher Yıldırım Ağanoğlu's personal col lect ion. 

"After researching this book, I see immigrants in a different light," the 19-year-old author 

says. "Prev ious ly immigrants, whom we see everywhere, didn't really mean much to me. Now 

that I know what kind of stories lay beneath a migrant's identity, the idea of being an 

immigrant means much more. I think readers of the book will feel the same way." 

The book also includes historical photographs of many locations; the main sguare in Skopje, 

the destroyed Mostar Bridge, Haydarpaşa Stat ion - the arr ival point for so many immigrants-

and coastal ports, many of which have never been seen before. 



RC 
NEWS 

Semahat Arsel ACG 49 Addresses Class of 05 
RC 05 graduates studying abroad are at 
the following institutions of higher learning. 
Melike Abacıoğlu Stanford 
H.Tahsin Çaylak Utrecht-Netherlands 

Özüm Demirel Wesleyan 
Semihcan Döken Middlebury Colege 

Deniz Duru School of Oriental&Afr ican Studies 

Fırat Erel Yale 
M.Ali Köken International U of Bremen 

Cem Kurtuluş Bates College 
Selin Kuyumciyan Politécnico Di Milano 

Ece Milli Edinburgh U, 
Nazlı Oğuzsimsaroğlu U Penn (Wharton) 

Berkay Öncel Dickinson 
Çetin Özbaş U of Illinois (Urbana-Champaign 

Öner Özden Washington U -St Louis 

Ezel Poslu Trinity Colege 

Bahadır Reisoğlu Yale 

Esen Şefik Yale 
Aysu Şuben Franklin & Marshall 

Elizabet Sucuyan Princeton 

Anıl Tanca Clark 
Uğur Uraylı Franklin & Marshall 
Onur Yıldırım New England Conservatory 

Selen Yıldız U of Hawaii 

Gül Yüksel Bard 

Robert Col lege sent out 109 graduates of the Class of 

05 to conguer the world on Sunday, J u n e 26, 2 0 0 5 . 

The commencement ceremony was held as per 

tradit ion in the Maze, renamed the Rodney B. Wagner Maze in 

honor of former Chai rman of the RC Board of Trustees who 

passed away in March 2 0 0 5 . 

The guest speaker this year was leading businesswoman and 

philanthropist Semahat Arsel ACG 49, who spoke in Turkish. 

"L i fe is full of surprises," she told her audience, and proceeded 

to recount the following: "I too graduated from this school. As a 

senior, in geography class one day our teacher Rauf Bey asked 

us in turn what we would do after graduating, what we wanted 

to become. People replied lawyer, doctor, academic and so on. 

My roommate -an idealist- Necla, wanted to become a 'vil lage 

teacher ' and go from village to 

village. When it was my turn, I said, 

'Sir, I am going to get married and be 

a housewife.' Rauf Bey laughed. 'You 

have chosen the toughest job,' he 

said. 'You'll cook food, only for it to 

be eaten, clean the house, only for it 

to get dirty, wash clothes, only for 

them to get sullied. You will never 

Burak Abay Trakya Üniv. 

Çağıl Akçurin Yeditepe Üniv. 
ihsan Ömür Akdağ Boğaziçi Üniv. 

Ş.Cansev Akdemir Bilkent Üniv. 

A. Tuğçe Akyazıcı Koç Üniv. 

Tülin Araz İTÜ 
Merve Arkunlar Sabancı Üniv. 
Can Arslan Yıldız Teknik Üniv. 

Nazlı Atalay istanbul Bilgi Üniv. 

Arif Murat Atasoy Boğaziçi Üniv. 

Feyza Avcı istanbul Üniv. 
Zeynep Başaran Boğaziçi Üniv. 

Arda Başıbüyük Başkent Üniv. 
Meir Benezra Yıldız Teknik Univ. 

Zeynep Buharalı İstanbul Bilgi Üniv. 

Ali Oğuz Bozkurt Marmara Üniv. 
Birce Bora Galatasaray Üniv. 

Uluç Büyükbeşe Boğaziçi Üniv. 

Canan Candan Sabancı Üniv. 

K. Reşat Çakıroğlu Sabancı Üniv. 
Ahsen Çelik Kocaeli Üniv. 

M. Reşid Çizmeci Boğaziçi Üniv. 

Orçun Diri lgen İTÜ 

Burcu Doğru ODTÜ 
Hakan Duman Sabancı Üniv. 

Ziya Duru Boğaziçi Üniv. 
Serkan Düşmez Yıldız Teknik Üniv. 

Duygu Ebcim İstanbul Üniv. 

Merve Elveren Sabancı Üniv. 
Emrecan Emiroğlu Anadolu Üniv. 

Doğan Eralap Sabancı Üniv. 
Fatih Erçil Yıldız Teknik Üniv. 

Canan Gürel istanbul Bilgi Üniv. 

G. Zeynep Güvenel Koç Üniv. 

Fatma Belkıs İşık Sabancı Üniv. 
Merve Kaleağası Koç Üniv. 

Nergis Kara Sabancı Üniv. 

Hilmi Karagöz İTÜ 
A. Can Katipoğlu Yıldız Teknik Üniv. 

Ayşe Senem Kaya Marmara Univ. 
Onur Kınasakal Sabancı Univ. 

Hülya Kıray istanbul Üniv. 

Ozan Kirman İTU 

Nur Kızıltan Koç Üniv. 

Alper Kemal Koç İTU 
Hakkı Kadir Kol Bilkent Üniv. 

Merve Kurt Boğaziçi Univ. 
Uğur Kutlubay Bilkent Univ. 

Nora Mıldanoğlu Boğaziçi Univ. 

Yasin Oğraş Boğaziçi Univ. 

Çetin Özbaş ODTÜ 
Eda Özbek ODTÜ 
Çiğdem Özdemir Yıldız Teknik Univ. 

Merve Özer Boğaziçi Univ. 

Meliha Paksoy Bilkent Univ. 
Y. Can Parlar Yeditepe Univ. 

Ezel Poslu ODTÜ 

Duygu Saatçioğlu Sabancı Üniv. 
Ümit Sağlam istanbul Bilgi Univ. 
Tardu Selim Sepin Bilkent Univ. 

Melis Sıdal İTU 
Engin Şahin Bilkent Univ. 
Serdar Şengül Boğaziçi Univ. 

Tutku Okan Şentürk ODTÜ 
Bekir Şirin Boğaziçi Üniv. 
Aysu Şuben Mimar Sinan 

Kutlu Tarıman istanbul Bilgi Univ. 

Ali Tartan İTU 
S. insu Tezkan istanbul Üniv. 

Dilan Timuçin İTU 

Dilşah Timuçin İTU 

Abdul lah Uygar Tuna İTU 
Onur Can Türkan Yeditepe Univ. 

Arzu Türkmen İTU 
Ukbe Uçmaklı Bilkent Univ. 

Gamze Ulucan Sabancı Univ. 

Alper Utaş istanbul Üniv. 
Merve Üçekiz Boğaziçi Univ. 

Yiğit Yaman Kocaeli Univ. 

Pınar Yazıcı istanbul Univ. 

Furkan Yeğin Koç Üniv. 

reap the fruits of your labor.' The summer we graduated, 

Necla, who wanted to become a vil lage teacher, got marr ied 

and moved to Amer ica with her husband. She still lives 

there. Some of my other fr iends have spent their life doing 

not the job they dreamed of, but what circumstances 

delivered them. As for me; I neither studied at university, nor 

immediately marr ied. Due to a parasite in my blood, I spent 

years fighting illness in the hospitals of various countries. I 

got to know doctors and nurses very well. Seeing how 

important nursing is to the patient, and how behind it was in 

Turkey, I decided I would support this profession and have 

since spent my t ime and money to do so. I believe fate gave 

me this job. Life will deliver you opportunit ies on one hand 

and hurdles on the other. I hope you can take the best 

advantage of those opportunit ies and overcome the 

obstacles without losing your cool-headedness or your 

morale." Arsel suggested that when thinking of the future, 

and Turkey's role in a globalizing world, graduates plan to 

contribute to society on two levels, for RC and for Turkey. 

"Just like us, all graduates, you too must begin support ing 

this unigue school so it can continue to il luminate future 

generations," she said. "Your second goal, should be 

educational development programs in Turkey's 

underprivi leged regions. There are at least 5-6 NGOs 

working in this area, which you can support. Don't forget 

that it takes years to raise a person. We do not have the 

luxury of t ime to waste." Arsel caut ioned her audience 

against impatience, a trait she said she had observed in 

today's youths. "Today's youths are braver, smarter, more 

flexible than we were, but I cannot say that they are more 

intelligent or more patient. Unfortunately, you are impatient. 

You want everything, now. Somet imes you are impatient on 

vital issues; you make sudden decisions, and can make 

mistakes." Lastly, Arsel delivered some advice which she said 

had been handed down to her f rom her own family. 

• Look out for your health, look after yourself. You cannot 

be successful or happy if your body and soul are not 

healthy. 

• Above everyone, respect yourself. Make it a principle to 

live with high value standards and don't compromise on 

those. 

• It takes t ime to build trust, but a second to lose it. 

• Be discipl ined at work, think long-term. 

• Trust, self-sacrif ice, tolerance and dialogue can undo 

knots and open doors. 

• Spend within your means, don't exceed your budget. 

• Use what you earn in Turkey, to improve Turkey. 

RC Hosts Teenagers 
for International 
Video Project 
Turkey's f i rst-ever One Minute Jr workshop, a 

Dutch-based internat ional ini t iat ive which 

teaches young people how to draft, shoot and edit 

their own v ideos, was held in istanbul at Robert 

Col lege in August . The workshop was organized by 

arts producer Kolektif, in cooperat ion with the 

European Cul tura l Foundat ion, the Sandberg Institute 

in Ams te rdam and the Unicef off ice in Ankara . 

S ix teen young people betwee the ages of 12 and 17 

f rom three o rphanages in Istanbul were chosen for 

the workshop. Rober t Col lege al lowed all the 

par t ic ipants and the organizers stay on campus, 

using all their faci l i t ies, f ree of charge. The a im of 

the workshop was to give underpr iv i leged 

youngsters the chance to make their voice heard by 

a broader aud ience by broadcast ing the 13 produced 

one-minute- long v ideos. 

The resul t ing v ideos were a vibrant combinat ion of 

comedy, d rama and horror and can be viewed onl ine 

at www.theoneminutesjr .org. Al l p roduced v ideos will 

enter the compet i t ion for the annual OneMinuteJr . 

Awards, held in Ams te rdam in November. 

http://www.theoneminutesjr.org


Descendants of RC's Amer ican 
Founders Reunite in Istanbul 

Almost 150 years after the founding of Robert Col lege, descendants of the school 's two 

" founding fathers" reunited for the f irst-t ime ever in Istanbul in October. Robert Col lege and 

Boğaziçi University owe their existence to a chance encounter between philanthropist 

Chr istopher Rhinelander Robert and educator Cyrus Hamlin on the Bosphorus in 1856. Intrigued by 

the smel l and appearance of del icious freshly baked bread on a boat carry ing relief for the Cr imean 

War effort, Rhinelander tracked down the baker - Haml in. The two men became good fr iends and 

subsequent ly establ ished the Col lege in 1863, the first Amer ican school in the Middle East. 

In October, with the help of Boğaziçi University rector Ayşe Soysal ACG 67, Hamlin and Robert 's 

fourth generat ion descendants Ted Widmer and Henry Flood Robert Jr. met up on the Boğaziçi 

campus. Like his parents, grandparents and great-grandparents before him, Ted Widmer, 42 , is also 

an educator; he is a history professor at Washington Col lege. He was in Istanbul to attend an 

academic conference on the Ottoman Empire. "I am a big fan of Turkey," he told Boğaziçi magazine, 

explaining this was his fourth visit. Widmer has maintained his family's Turkish ties in more ways 

than one; he also served as scriptwri ter to former US president Bill Cl inton on Turkey-related issues. 

Furthermore, Ted Widmer's father Eric Widmer, who is the headmaster of Deerfield Academy, is a 

member of the Robert Col lege Board of Trustees. The tradit ion runs in the family, as is evidenced by 

the fact that Eric serves as the head of the Trustees' educat ion commit tee, working actively in 

Cyrus Hamlin's footsteps str iving for educat ional excel lence for Robert Col lege. 

Chr istopher Rhinelander Robert 's fourth generat ion descendant Henry Flood Robert Jr. was the 

first member of the Robert family to visit Turkey in 150 years. A retired museum director, Robert , 

62, has worked at institutions like the Jackson Modern Ar t Museum, the Whitney Museum and 

Chicago's Modern Ar t Museum. He descr ibed the visit as "very emot iona l " . "This is a place that my 

great grandfather founded. When I was a kid my dad used to say that he would send me to istanbul 

if I didn't get good grades. Now I'm here!" he told Boğaziçi magazine. Robert Jr . found the old 

buildings unchanged from the photographs he has seen, but he was impressed to see new addit ions. 

Robert Jr. is current ly working on his family's history, no easy feat since the family tree goes as far 

back as 1066. He said that al though Chr is topher Rhinelander Robert had also planned to build a 

school in Tennessee, he was thwarted by the outbreak of the US Civil War. " S o the only school that 

my great-grandfather was able to open, which carr ies his name, is this one," he said. 

Widmer and Robert Jr are already working on bringing their extended famil ies to istanbul for a 

grand reunion in two or three years t ime. 

Scholarship Fund Honors Işık İnselbağ RA 64 
G iven to that student who by virtue of being himself 

has done the most to uphold the best traditions of the 

school: The language of the Mc Neal Award, presented 

to the late Prof. Işık İnselbağ at his graduat ion in 1964 is a 

fitt ing tr ibute to one of the most exemplary 

graduates Robert Col lege has ever produced. 

Işık inselbağ was an esteemed academic, 

much-loved fr iend, devoted family man, and a 

loyal graduate. His unexpected loss in March 

2 0 0 4 , due to heart failure at the age of 58 , 

stunned the entire school community. 

His wife Çağla Onar inselbağ A C G 66 , with 

the part ic ipat ion of a close group of fr iends, 

recently establ ished a scholarship endowment 

in the name of her husband, thereby ensur ing 

that the memory of Işık inselbağ will live on at Robert Col lege 

in perpetuity. Thanks to this generous gesture, there will 

always be one student at the school benefit ing f rom an RC 

educat ion, which both Işık and Çağla t reasured so much. 

Robert Col lege is grateful for this wonderful gift. It will go a 

long way to "upholding the best tradit ions of the s c h o o l " as 

inspired by Işık inselbağ. 

Prof. Dr. İnselbağ was a long time faculty member 
and administrator at the Wharton Business School of 
the University of Pennsylvania. He earned his 
bachelor's degree from Robert College and his 

doctorate from Columbia University. After serving 
on the faculty of State University of New York at 
Binghamton and Columbia University, Dr. İnselbağ 
returned to istanbul as a Professor and Dean of 
Students at Boğaziçi University. In 1982, he joined 
Wharton as a member of the finance faculty. He 
served in several key administrative leadership 
positions, including Director of the Executive MBA 
Program (1987-91) and Vice Dean and Director of 
the Graduate Division (1992-95). Since 1995, Dr. 
inselbağ had returned to teaching and research as 
a senior fellow of Wharton's Financial Institutions 
Center and academic course director and student 

advisor for the Finance Department. 

Dr. inselbağ was an expert in corporate finance and 
financial management and consulted in that capacity 
to a number of corporations and institutions around 
the world. He also served as a founding trustee of 
Sabancı University in İstanbul, helping to guide the 
formation of one of the most prominent private 
universities in Turkey. 



Young Alumni 
Reunion in New York 
November 5th marked the 16th Annual Young 

Alumni Dinner and Reunion in New York. 

Sponsored by R C A A A and the Board of Trustees, the 

reunion drew over 90 RC alums, primarily 

representing the classes of 1991 to 2 0 0 5 . As usual, 

the fellowship and conversation was non-stop and 

everyone feasted on doner and borek - a treat in New 

York. Everyone was greeted by members of the Board 

of R C A A A and President Mehmet Ozpay RC 79. 

RCAAA Hosts Spring Dinner 
The Robert Col lege Associat ion in Amer ica (RCAAA) held its

annual Spr ing Dinner at Marmara Manhattan Rooftop Lounge in 

New York City on Apri l 21, 2 0 0 5 and featured guest speakers Dr. 

Özgen Dogan ' 8 0 and Dr. Yusuf Yazıcı ' 88 . RCAAA's officers were 

there to welcome everyone: President Mehmet Özpay'79, Burcu 

Üstüner'97, Ender Çetin'97, Cengiz Hatiboglu'81, and Ahmet lnal'61. 

Dr. Dogan's presentat ion was "Your Heart is in Your Hands" and Dr. 

Yazıcı offered his thoughts on "Arthri t is - Myths, Misconcept ions 

and Outright Lies." Both discussions featured informative slide 

presentat ions. The evening's fine speakers sent everyone home 

with thoughts of improving their life styles! 

Past presidents of the R C A A A at the Spring Dinner. L to R: Ahmet İnal 

RA 61, Gündüz Erkan RC 6 0 , Özlenen Eser Kalav ACG 67, Akın Arıca RA 6 0 , 

current president Mehmet Özpay RC 79 and Cengiz Hatipoğlu RC 81. 

Fall Reception at Yale Club to introduce John R. Chandler 
Over 100 RC alumni , t rustees, former faculty, and fr iends at tended a recept ion at the Yale Club in New York on November 

1, to meet RC's new headmaster J o h n Chandler and his wife, Tanla. A warm we lcome was offered to everyone by RC 

Board Chair J i m Maggar t who Introduced the Chandlers . Mr. Chandler, who spoke about how impressed he was by the 

students and the school in his first months at Robert Col lege, was de luged with well wishes. 

From L to R: Erkut Küçükboyacı RC 2 0 0 0 , Osman Can Öngün RC 

01, Emre Demirel RC 01, Mel is Öngün RC 9 8 , Çiğdem Yazıcıoğlu, 

A lumni & Development Off ice and Ümran Üngün A C G 70, 

Director of Bus iness & Finance, at the Yale Club recept ion. 

Former headmaster Harry Dawe (right) and 

present head John (hand ler share more than an 

RC Headmaster  t i t le on their CVs - they also 

have the same taste in t ies! RC ties, natural ly! 

İSTANBUL 
DEVLET 
SENFONİ 
ORKESTRASI 
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Istanbul Forges Ahead with 
2010 European Cultural Capital Bid 

Nuri Çolakoğlu RA 62 

Istanbul is on a roll. Host first to the European Championsh ip 

League Final in May, then its very own Formula One race on a 

purpose built $150 mil l ion track in August , the city has become 

a poster chi ld for Turkey's bid to join the European Union. Led by 

the indomitable Nuri Colakoglu RA 62, the city that famously 

bridges East and West is now looking to crown recent successes 

with a bid to be chosen as a 2010 European Cultural Capi ta l . A 

broad coal i t ion of NGOs, municipal and governmenta l agencies 

are working together for the first t ime ever to put the final 

touches on a project proposal that will be decided on next year. 

The European Cultural Capi tal project was launched in 1985, at 

the init iat ive of the fo rmer Greek Minister of Cul ture Mel ina 

Mercour i , as a way of bui lding c loser contacts between dif ferent 

European nat ions. The first city to hold the title was Athens. 

Ci t ies chosen since then include Florence, Ams te rdam, Ber l in , 

Par is , Glasgow, Dubl in, Madr id , Antwerp , L isbon, Copenhagen , 

Thessa lon ica and S tockho lm. 

The EU has dec ided that for 2010, in addit ion to one city f rom 

Hungary (most likely Budapest) and Germany (most likely Essen) 

another city f rom a candidate count ry could also be chosen a 

Cul tural Capi ta l . "Our goal is to ensure that Istanbul is chosen a 

European Cul tura l Capi tal in 2010, a longside the two other 

c i t ies," says Co lakog lu . The chosen city needs to exempl i fy 

Europe's r ich cul tural her i tage and diversity. 

A jury composed of dif ferent EU body representat ives will 

judge Istanbul's project proposal next year. In order to win, ci t ies 

must show that they can stage a year long program, cover ing all 

forms of cul ture and involving both local people and vis i tors in 

areas like ar ts and culture, arch i tecture and restorat ion, socia l 

change, women, youth and the env i ronment . 

Istanbul's bid campaign began in 2 0 0 0 , led by 13 NGOs and 

local government representat ives. The campaign became off icial 

in 2 0 0 3 and picked up pace in March this year when Turkish 

off icials met with their EU counterpar ts to d iscuss the bid. 

The campa ign is being led by Qolakoglu who is a member of 

the board of the Istanbul Foundat ion for Cul ture and Ar ts (IKSV), 

under the ausp ices of Turkey's foreign ministry. It encompasses 

a number of dif ferent actors including the Cul ture and Tour ism 

Ministry, the istanbul Governor 's Off ice, The istanbul Munic ipal i ty 

and numerous NGOs. This is the first t ime that public off ic ials, 

local munic ipal i t ies and civi l society have worked together on a 

large-scale campa ign . 

A Monumental 
Birthday Present: 
the Pera Museum 

The first of a ser ies of cul tural centers to be built by the Kıraç 

family in is tanbul , the Pera Museum, was opened on Suna 

Kıraç's A C G 60 , birthday, J u n e 3rd, 2 0 0 5 in Taksim. The 

Museum, owned by the Suna inan Kıraç Foundat ion, is housed in what 

was known to many as the Br isto l Hotel in Tepebaşı. The bui lding, 

or ig inal ly des igned by archi tect Achi l le Manoussos in 1893, was 

bought by the Kıraç Foundat ion in 2 0 0 2 , and has been fully 

renovated. It now houses a good part of the impressive Kıraç family 

co l lect ion, especia l ly that of Suna Kıraç, a fo rmer RC Trustee. 

The new museum first made headl ines with news of the acquis i t ion 

of Osman Hamdi 's famous Turtle Trainer. Bought by the Kıraç family 

for $3.5 mil l ion at an auct ion in December 2 0 0 4 , the Turtle Trainer 

set a record pr ice for a paint ing by a Turkish art ist . A m o n g its first 

exhibi t ions, the museum presented istanbul art lovers with Kütahya 

ceramics and ti les, as well as more than 1,000 pieces of Anato l ian 

weight measurements . "Por t ra i t s f rom the Empi re " covers the last 

2 0 0 years of the Ot tomans. The top three f loors of the museum 

houses works by art ists under the age of 35. 

"You cannot take your possess ions with you when you die," inan 

Kıraç said at an inaugural press conference. "Turkey needs to have 

many more of these museums in which wealthy famil ies present 

Turkish famil ies with thei r co l lec t ions." 

The second step in this ar ts and cul ture init iat ive by the Kıraç 

Foundat ion will be the istanbul Research Center, current ly being built 

about 100 meters away f rom the museum. In addi t ion to Byzant ine 

c lassics, this center will house Şevket Rado's col lect ion of Ot toman 

manuscr ip ts and a wide archive of books on Ata türk . A m o n g the main 

aims of this center will be to serve students, academics and 

researchers. The third venture, for which the Kıraç Foundat ion has 

a l ready a l located s igni f icant funds, will be a cultural center, opening 

up a new space in istanbul for opera and ph i lharmonic orchestras. 

Well known for her work in the Koç Holding management , Suna Kıraç 

is also known for her phi lanthropic ventures in many different f ields, 

including funding cons t ruc t ion of the state-of-the-art Suna Kıraç 

Theater Hall at Rober t Col lege. 
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'Young Turk' Makes 
Stellar US Debut 
Following UK Success 

Af ter receiv ing excel lent reviews in the UK, London based 
wri ter Mor is Farhi 's RC 54 latest novel Young Turk was 
publ ished in the US (Arcade) where it was named a New York 

Times Book Review Editors ' Cho ice . The novel was also publ ished in 
Turkish by Ithaki Yayinevi and Farhi at tended the launch in October at 
the Istanbul Book Fair. 

Young Turk is a mov ing coming of age story interweaving about a 
dozen youthfu l characters in Turkey on the eve of World War II. It Is 
also about the coming of age of Turkey, matur ing as a republ ic In the 
1940's and 50 's . In 13 in tersect ing vignettes, we encounter a group of 
youths f rom a var iety of fai ths and walks of life, set against the 
backdrop of a count ry whose r ich socia l tapest ry is fast unravel ing. 

"When , in the past, publ ishers found out that I was of Turkish or ig in, 
they kept asking me why I wrote about o ther peoples and cul tures 
but not about my own," said Farhi in a recent interview. He was 
however dogged by ambiva lent , even host i le feel ings towards the 
count ry he f led overn ight at 19 for London , where he has since l ived. 
Yet as years passed, "I real ized that my resentment had lost its 
venom. [...] I saw that my resentment about Turkey paled in 
compar ison with Turkey's overal l r ichness that had or iginal ly 
nur tured me. My yearn ing for Turkey, par t icu lar ly for Istanbul, and for 
its people became a lmost unbearable, a desperate love which made 
me even dream of the smel ls of is tanbul ," he sa id. 

At around that t ime he was asked to cont r ibute to an antho logy of 
modern J e w i s h wr i t ing. He wrote Lentils in Paradise, which became 
the Turkish baths s tory in Young Turk. "And that proved the f inal 
stage of my l iberat ion. It gave me the conf idence to write about 
Turkey. And the more I wrote the more I real ized that I was wri t ing, as 
honest ly as I could, an impress ion is t ic account of my generat ion and 
of the t imes In which we had l ived. When I f in ished I real ized that, 
i r respect ive of some fearfu l dark hours in Turkey, I, as a Jew, and my 
fr iends Musl ims as well as a potpourr i of o ther races and creeds, 
including A rmen ians had, in the main, l ived in a haven of to lerance. A 
to lerance that had s ing led out the Ot toman Empire in its heyday f rom 
much of Europe," he says. 

Pol i t ics and history merge with the aspi rat ions of the book's 
youthful heroes, together of fer ing a powerful medi tat ion on what it 
means to be Turkish. 
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Cem Boyner RC 74 

Boyner's Photographs 
Merge African Vistas 
with Portraiture 

Leading bus inessman and head of Boyner Holding Cem 
Boyner RC 74, held his second personal photography 
exhibi t ion, br inging together pictures taken during his 

travels in A f r ica and a ser ies of nude studio portrai ts, all taken 
over the last six years. The exhibit ion of 126 pictures was cal led 
Yakindaki Uzak / Uzaktaki Yakin (The Distant Near/The Near 
Distant), and was on show at Darphane- i Ami re September 
21- October 12, 2 0 0 5 . 

Boyner organ ized the show into two different themat ic 
concepts . "These are two dif ferent exhibi t ions," Boyner said at 
the open ing. "These two projects were f inal ized around the same 
t ime, and I t r ied to bring together the diverging sides of both, 
and make them into one. One of the projects is compr ised of 
photographs of people in distant places In Af r ica ; yet these are 
people whose souls we can feel c lose to. The other one is a 
compi la t ion of photographs of beaut i fu l people in the studio, of 
fo rm, light and shadows; physical ly nearby, yet so distant." 

Part of the proceeds f rom sales of the cata logue was donated 
to universi t ies for the acguis i t lon of new photography 
eguipment . 

Boyner, who star ted photography as a student at Robert 
Col lege when his uncle gave him a Le ica camera , held his f irst 
exhibi t ion of underwater photographs in 1999. 



GRADUATES 
IN THE NEWS 

Author 
Kozanoğlu 

Turns 
Autobiography 

Upside Down 

Author Can Kozanoğlu RC 81, well known for his nonf ict ional essays on 

popular Turkish cul ture, publ ished his first novel , Acemi Eğitimi (Novice 

Training) by i let iş im Publ ish ing in March 2 0 0 5 . The book is a witty, invent ive 

ro l lercoaster of a r ide th rough what appears to be an autobiographica l account 

of Kozanoğlu's life. Or is i t? 

"The a tmosphere I live in is the a tmosphere of the book," he said in a recent 

interview to Radikal . "Even ts I actual ly l ived, events with with which I am 

famil iar yet l ived in a dif ferent way, and events I never l ived." Acemi Eğitimi 

begins as a tale of Kozanoğlu's life, but takes sharp turns a long the way. Fans of 

Kozanoğlu's humorous style will love the creat ive detours the wri ter takes, 

l inking his fami ly 's escapades - rea l and imagine to ep isodes in recent Turkish 

history. In addi t ion to wr i t ing, Kozanoğlu is Co-host this season of an a l ternat ive 

arts and cul ture TV show Arka Sayfa (Back Page), which he presents wi th 

cul tural commenta to r Kanat A tkaya on NTV. Broadcast every Friday, the show 

involves the humorous pair d issect ing the week's cul tural events candidly. 

Born in 1963, Can Kozanoğlu studied soc io logy at Boğaziçi Universi ty af ter 

Robert Col lege. Renowned as a commenta to r on our t imes, Kozanoğlu has 

worked in TV, journa l ism and publ ish ing. A m o n g his publ ished works are Bu 

Maçı Alıcaz! (1996), Cilâlı ima] Devri (1992), Pop Çağı Ateşi (1995), Internet 

Dolunay Cemaat (1997), Yeni Şehir Notları (2001). 

New Book Offers Insight into 
Islamist Women's Activism 
The exper iences of Islamist women act iv ists in Turkey are the focus of a new book by 

Yeşim Arat RC 74, an internat ional relat ions professor at Boğaziçi, cal led Rethinking 

Islam and Liberal Democracy: Islamist Women in Turkish Politics (Albany: State Univers i ty of 

New York). Arat argues that no secular party in Turkey has ever ach ieved the high levels of 

membersh ip and intense act iv ism of women within the now banned Islamist Refah (Welfare) 

Party. Rethinking Islam and Liberal Democracy examines the exper iences of these women, 

who represented an unprecedented phenomenon within Turkish pol i t ics. 

Using in depth interviews, Yeşim Arat reveals how the women of the party broadened the parameters of 

democrat ic part ic ipat ion and chal lenged preconceived not ions of what Islam can entail in a secular democrat ic polity. 

The Refah women campaigners successful ly mobi l ized large groups of al legedly apol i t ical women by crossing the 

boundar ies between the social and the pol i t ical, reaching them through personal networks cult ivated in private 

spaces. The exper iences of these women show the content ious relat ionship between liberal democracy and Islam, 

where l iberal ism that pr ior i t izes the individual can t ransform, coexist, or remain in tension with Islam that pr ior i t izes 

a communa l identity legit imized by a sacred God. Cri t ics have we lcomed the book's balanced argument and at tempts 

to go beyond the d ichotomies of secular and rel igious women's act iv ism to see how these currents crossfert i l ize each 

other in mult iple ways. Arat is also the author of The Patriarchal Paradox: Women Politicians in Turkey and the 

co-editor (with Barbara Laslett and J o h a n n a Brenner) of Rethinking the Political: Gender, Resistance, and the State. 

Erdoğan Breaks Seven Year 
Silence with Poetic New Novel 
A fter a seven year lull, wr i ter Aslı Erdoğan RC 84 has publ ished her four th novel , Hayatın 

Sessizliğinde (In the Si lence of Life), by iş Bankası Pub l ish ing . The book, a blend of dif ferent styles 
ranging f rom verse to fairy tales, takes its inspirat ion f rom ancient Egypt ian poetry, Hindu scr iptures 
and holy books. 

With this work, Erdoğan was s ingled out by French. Lire magaz ine as one of 50 promis ing future 

wr i ters. Born in 1967, Erdoğan star ted wr i t ing at a very young age. She was about ten years old, she 

Aslı Erdoğan RC 84 recal ls. But as an adolescent , she stopped wr i t ing. Upon graduat ion f rom Robert Col lege, Erdoğan 

went on to study Compute r Engineer ing at Boğaziçi University. She then became an assistant in the 

Physics Depar tment of the same university. A per iod of in ternat ional posts began; first at the Geneva 

Research Institute of Quantum Physics for a year, and then the Rio de Jane i ro Universi ty for another 

two years. This per iod was the making of her as a wri ter; she wrote every night, after coming home 

f rom work. The stor ies f rom her second book Mucizevi Mandarin date back to those days. "I had to 

wri te; o therwise I would have gone mad.. . " Erdoğan said in a recent interview, "In fact, I wrote this 

book for myself, not at all with the aim of gett ing it pub l ished." On returning to Turkey, she quit the 

sc iences to dedicate herself to her wr i t ing. 

A widely t raveled writer, Erdoğan publ ished her first novel Kabuk Adam (Crust Man) a book she 

wrote in istanbul in two months in 1994. Mucizevi Mandarin (Miraculous Mandar in /1996) is a ser ies of 

in terconnected short stor ies. Set in Rio, Kırmızı Pelerinli Kent (City in a Red Cape/1998) is her second 

novel . Her work has been t ranslated into several European languages. 

Growing Education Company 
Trains Youths for Hi-Tech Future 
From humble beginnings in a smal l c lassroom in Fatih in 1997, the 

computer and software t ra in ing inst i tut ion "B i lge A d a m " (meaning 

Wise Man) has grown in leaps and bounds to become Microsoft 's largest 

cert i f ied partner in Turkey for learning solut ions. Founded by Furkan 

Fırat RC 87, Haldun Pak RC 87 and Hakan Çevik RC 87, it now has six 

branches across Istanbul, with over 3 0 , 0 0 0 graduates f rom its t raining 

programs. The idea was to accelerate Turkey's rate of deve lopment by 

offer ing in format ion techno logy training programs to the country 's 

youths, who make up some 2 0 % of the total populat ion, "The 

informat ion technolog ies sector is hugely impor tant for Turkey and its 

future, and there is a growing shor tage of qual i f ied labor in the f ie ld," 

said Furkan Fırat in a recent interview. "Current ly , more than 10% of 

univers i ty-bound students want to study in format ion technolog ies. That 

makes 150 ,000 people each year. There is however, at most 3 ,000 places 

in our universi ty for these young people." 

Microsoft has chosen Bi lge A d a m "The best t ra in ing inst i tut ion in 

Turkey". Last year, Bilge A d a m was se lected fourth among 8 0 0 F u r k a n F i r a t R C 8 7 ' H a l d u n P a k R C 8 7 H a k a n C e v i k R C 8 7 

Microsof t Cert i f ied Par tners in a region which inc ludes Europe, the 

Middle East and Af r ica . Turkey's largest and Europe's second largest 

Microsoft Cert i f ied Par tner for learning solut ions, Bi lge Adam was also 

act ive at the recent ly held Adv iso ry Board Meet ing of Cert i f ied Par tners 

for Learn ing Solut ions, a longs ide sectora l giants such as HP, New 

Hor izons and the Global Knowledge Network. 
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Keeping 
Tabs on 
Turkey's 

Women's 
Rights 

Progress 

Nüket Kardam A C G 71 Sr. (right). 

With c lassmate Ferda Tarzi A C G 71 Jr . 

 In Turkey's Engagement with Global Women's Human Rights 

  (London: Ashgate Publ ishers, 2005 ) , US based academic 

  Nüket Kardam A C G 71 charts Turkey's response to 

internat ional and regional mandates on women's rights, including 

the European Commiss ion mechan isms and var ious bodies of the 

U N . An International Relat ions professor at Cal i fornia's Monterey 

Institute of International Studies since 1993, Kardam integrates a 

macro focus on démocrat isat ion in developing countr ies with an 

interest in gender issues and human rights. 

A l though based in the US, she regular ly works with Turkish 

women's groups as a consul tant , and has travel led to many 

Anato l ian ci t ies as a result. She has worked with Women for 

Women's Human Rights - New Ways, evaluat ing their human 

r ights educat ion program, as well as Uçan Süpürge, contr ibut ing 

to their act iv i t ies, and with the U N D P on women and governance 

and civi l soc iety bui lding as implemented under the Agenda 21 in 

several c i t i es . 'The most oppress ive thing for women here is that 

female sexual i ty is eguated with a man's honor (namus) and thus 

becomes a man's province," she says. "It is important in terms of 

women's r ights that women are empowered to earn their own 

income, but until we get over the taboos on sexuality, women will 

cont inue to be oppressed. " 

Af ter graduat ing f rom A C G in 1971, Kardam studied phi losophy 

at istanbul Universi ty. A book passed on by a f r iend cal led 

European History, which examines Ot toman and Turkish history 

f rom a Marxist perspect ive, inspired her to begin a masters 

program in pol i t ical sc ience at Boğaziçi. She left BU halfway 

through to f inish her masters at the Universi ty of Br i t ish 

Co lumbia and subseguent ly completed a doctorate in pol i t ical 

sc ience at Mich igan State Universi ty. 

Her interest in Women's Studies began as a doctoral s tudent at 

Mich igan State University, where she d iscovered a "Women and 

Development Cen te r " and began to work there as a graduate 

assistant , organiz ing seminars . "As a woman myself, I t r ied to 

unders tand what being a woman meant to me," she told 

c lassmate Ferda Tarzı in an interview for the Quarter ly. "Growing 

up in Turkey, I exper ienced t remendous contradic t ions between 

home and schoo l , identi ty tens ions. At ACG I was exposed to 

messages about f inding myself, opening up to the wor ld but 

when I went home I'd be told to get marr ied , have chi ldren, 'a 

woman's most impor tant role is as a wife and so on. It seemed 

like I had to have different ident i t ies and was expected to behave 

di f ferent ly at home, on the street, or at schoo l . These 

cont rad ic t ions led me to guest ion gender roles and ident i t ies 

and study women's r ights global ly and in the context of Turkey." 

Ka rdam has combined research and consul t ing in Turkey as 

well as Eastern Europe and Centra l As ia , with teaching in 

Cal i forn ia , and hopes to cont inue and expand the t ime she 

spends in Turkey. In 2 0 0 6 , she hopes to spend six months in 

Turkey, focus ing in more detai l on the connect ion between 

sexual i ty and women's human r ights, as well as the format ion of 

gender ident i t ies in diverse ethnic and rel igious communi t ies . 

79 

Metin Ar Receives Italy's Medal of Honor 
Lead ing investment banker Met in Ar RA 69, Garant i 

Secur i t ies CEO and deputy cha i rman of the 

is tanbul Stock Exchange, was awarded Italy's Medal of 

Honor, for his cont r ibu t ions to the deve lopment of 

economic re lat ions between Italy and Turkey. The 

award is g iven to indiv iduals who cont r ibute to the 

growth of re lat ions with Italy in economic , commerc ia l , 

soc ia l and cul tura l f ie lds. 

At a ce remony at the Italian Consu la te in Istanbul, 

A m b a s s a d o r Car lo Marsi l i c o m m e n d e d Met in Ar for 

fac i l i ta t ing Italian compan ies ' investments in Turkey. 

"Wi th his extens ive knowledge, Mr. Met in Ar is a 

va luable re ference for Italian bus inessmen who are 

p lanning to enter the Turkish market , " he sa id. There 

are cur ren t ly 3 0 0 Italian compan ies invest ing in 

Turkey. 

Accep t ing the award, Ar emphas i zed his l i felong 

Metin A r RA 69 commi tmen t to in ternat iona l co l labora t ion among 

compan ies . "At Garant i Secur i t ies , we have always 

suppor ted in ternat iona l coopera t ion and p laced much 

impor tance on c rossborder mergers " , he sa id . 

" Investments by the Italian pr ivate sector in Turkey 

occupy a spec ia l p lace in these ef for ts . " 

Tijen Çıdam to 
Head Borusan Auto 
Tijen Çıdam RC 78 was appo in ted General 

Manager of Borusan Auto in February 2 0 0 5 , 

becoming one of the " 3 0 Most Power fu l Women in 

Turkey", accord ing to an inf luent ial survey by 

Capital business magaz ine. Çıdam, who was 

previously heralded by the Dünya newspaper as the 

most successfu l female manager in the const ruc t ion 

industry, jo ined the Borusan company in 1983. Pr io r 

to being appointed general manager, she was 

Assis tant General Manager at Borusan Mannesman 

for 13 years. 

Borusan said in a s tatement that rotat ions among 

its top execut ives had become c o m m o n pract ice 

within the company in order to encourage dif ferent 

perspect ives for h igher eff ic iency. 
Tijen Çıdam RC 78 
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Mardin 
Honored 
with 
Award for 
Lifetime 
Achievement 

She is Turkey's undisputed PR queen, its publicity guru 

and an international ly renowned expert in the field of 

public relations. The list of accolades for Betül Mardin 

ACG 46 is seemingly untoppable. But at 77, she has done it 

again, becoming the first ever Moslem woman to be awarded 

the At las Award for Li fet ime Achievement by the Publ ic 

Relat ions Society of Amer ica (PRSA) . The award is given 

annual ly to an individual who has made extraordinary 

contr ibut ions to the field of public relat ions on a global scale. 

Mardin, president of I.M.A.G.E. Publ ic Relat ions and head of 

the public relations depar tment at Istanbul Bilgi University, 

was first made aware that she had been nominated for the 

award in Apri l last year, when she was asked to supply letters 

of reference and a biography to the P R S A . She did so, but gave 

the matter little fur ther thought. This summer, she was woken 

by the phone. "I thought something bad had happened," she 

recalls. The voice on the other end told her she had been 

awarded the At las; "They said 'We need to hear your vo ice ' " . 

It turns out that fate - and Mardin's extraordinary publicity 

skills - had conspired to help her hand. Mardin later learnt that 

she had a fervent lobbyist on the deciding jury. "It turns out that 

this man had actually met me some 20 years ago, at the opening 

of a factory down in Torbalı," she says. Mardin, Turkey's first ever 

public relations specialist, was doing PR for the factory. She 

rounded up a management team and got them to visit 

surrounding factories, households and farms to introduce 

themselves and explain what they were doing. The practice was 

then unheard of in Turkey. "I was just doing my job, doing PR," 

Mardin says. That small act would return back to her hundred 

fold, years later - the jury member was at the time manager of 

the Opel factory in Torbalı, and had been so impressed by 

Mardin's visit, that he never forgot her. "It seems he kept saying 

'I have met this lady, she is going to get this award!" says Mardin. 

Mardin has dedicated much of her career to facil i tating 

intercultural communicat ion, vital in these global ized t imes. 

"The Ottomans really knew what this meant," she told the 

RCO, and recounted the fol lowing story: When a foreign 

ambassador was appointed to the Ot toman Empire, before 

taking up his posit ion, he would be brought to Istanbul and 

hosted at an official guesthouse. In seclusion for one week, he 

would be trained by Palace officials on Ottoman codes of 

conduct -- how to ask quest ions, what to wear, how to deal 

with women. Only after this coaching would he be presented 

to the Sul tan. "This i l lustrates the message I try to give 

mult inat ionals. Don't send your people out into another 

culture without first training them. I have general managers 

for instance who schedule staff meet ings for Friday noon, they 

don't realize that is prayer t ime. Culture shock is something 

that needs to be addressed." 

"ACG Was Like a University" 
Mardin credits A C G with having given her a f lying start. "I 

didn't attend university," she says. "But when I say I am a 

graduate of the Col lege, it was much more than a high school , 

the level of educat ion we received was that of a junior col lege. 

Imagine, we studied archeology! And phi losophy! And we were 

taught f irst-class Engl ish," . 

The quality of the education was first-rate, despite wartime 

difficulties in getting basic supplies. "There was no food. The 

staff had invented something called 'bread and sauce', which 

was basically bread with vinegar and olive oil. That was what we 

ate. There was no soap, no tea. But we had excellent teachers, 

Faruk Nafiz Camlibel was our Literature teacher for instance." 

There was a vibrant extra-curr icular scene on campus, says 

Mardin. "We publ ished top notch student magazines. We held 

debates on Important issues, which we would really prepare 

for. Another popular act ivi ty was the theater, which is how I 

met my husband Haldun Dormen." 

In her sophomore year, Mardin won a school s logan 

compet i t ion. Her winning entry, 'Civi l izat ion is based on 

construct ion, not destruct ion' , is still a motto she lives by. 

It was one of her Amer ican teachers who encouraged Mardin 

to work, against the wishes of her family. " M y teacher said 

'There's something different about you. Why don't you at least 

consider working for a char i ty? ' " . Jus t 19 years old, Mardin 

proved to be an excellent fund-raiser, quickly becoming sought 

after by insti tut ions like orphanages and the Red Crescent. 

"Once I started working, I b lossomed," recalls Mardin. Jus t as 

her teacher predicted, she thr ived, becoming a journalist, then 

involved in the theater and fi lms. "Be ing an independent 

working woman fit me like a glove," she says, smil ing. 

At 4 0 , with two chi ldren to look after, Mardin reinvented 

herself again, becoming Turkey's first public relations 

special ist, persuading Akbank to hire her. The rest, as they say, 

is history. Mardin has worked with many leading Turkish and 

international companies and chari t ies. She was elected 

treasurer and then president (in 1995) of the International 

Publ ic Relat ions Assoc ia t ion (IPRA). In 1996, Mardin was 

founding president of the Associat ion of Publ ic Relations 

Consul tancies in Turkey, and in 1998, she was made a Member 

Emeri tus by IPRA in recognit ion of services contr ibuted to the 

advancement of the profession. At 77, Mardin shows no signs of 

slowing down. She has taken to teaching, and is enthused by her 

students at Bilgi University. "When I look at my life, I feel blessed, 

like God's hand has been with me. Now I love passing on my 

experiences to new generations,". 



Reading Robert College 
A School in Books 
History can be seen as a ser ies of junctures where The f ic t ional , surreal qual i ty that surrounds the founding 

human stor ies meet and mingle with human spaces. years is no less evident in the heroic efforts i t took to build 

Robert Col lege, as a space on which many the schoo l . Haml in , RC's first headmaster, was also master 

generat ions ' stor ies have been encrypted, and as an bui lder and mechanic , using his hands, a t roop of laborers 

inst i tut ion which has touched thousands of l ives, lends itself and oxen to domest icate what was then wild countrys ide in 

to cont inuous rereading. Change is the one constant for this Bebek on a plot of land secured f rom the Sul tan. Against the 

147-year-old inst i tut ion. Over the years, those changes have odds, he recreated a New England campus, so foreign amidst 

been recorded, documented and even f ic t ional ized by its sur roundings. Much the same Herculean dedicat ion was 

generat ions of administ rators, students and staff, result ing in t rue of Mary Mills Patr ick, a 25-year-o ld miss ionary f rom New 

a body of work loosely l inked. Together, they add up to a Hampshi re who would ul t imately raise funds for the purchase 

bigger picture and -hopefu l ly - a more enr iched understanding of the property of the Amer i can Col lege for Girls, on which 

of our unique communi ty . Robert Col lege now stands, and preside over A C G unti l 1924. 

At a t ime when women's educat ion was frowned upon even in 

The Founders Wrote History the Western wor ld, Mil ls Patr ick was dedicated to raising 

Truth can indeed be stranger than fiction. Visit ing Istanbul in s t rong, independent young women. In their l i fet imes, these 

1856 during the Cr imean War, Christopher R. Robert, a New York v is ionary educators would contend with the Balkan Wars, a 

philanthropist, is intrigued by a boat on the Bosphorus laden wor ld war, the bir th of the Turkish nat ion and its tumul tuous 

with first-class fresh bread loaves. Curious, he tracks down the coming-of-age. Gas cuts, food rat ioning, lack of water and 

baker, Cyrus Hamlin, a missionary of many talents who had set heat ing were a f requent feature of their l ives; not that they 

up a makeshift bakery in Bebek as part of the war relief effort. compla ined. 

That chance meeting would lead to their friendship, and the Fortunately for subsequent generat ions, the founders were 

founding of Robert College several years later in 1863. di l igent chronic lers of thei r day-to-day lives as they built the 

two schools, aware even then of history In the making. As 

Chr is topher R. Robert wrote Cyrus Haml in in 1861, two years 

before the founding of RC: "P rese rve my letters and all other 

in relat ion to the College...keep copies of all your letters 

relat ive to the enterprise.. . the two will fo rm a history of 

efforts, which if our lives are spared, it will be interest ing for 

us to look over a few years hence, and still more to those who 

come after us 50 or 100 years later." ' 

This then is the first chapter of RC in books; memoi rs 

wri t ten by the founders Cyrus Haml in 2 and Mary Mills 

Patr ick. 3 Subsequent adminis t rators in the early years upheld 

the tradi t ion; George W a s h b u r n " , Caleb Frank Gates (RC 

President f rom 1903-32) 5 and Lynn Scipio (head of the RC 

Engineer ing Schoo l , 1912-1942)6 all publ ished their memoi rs of 

life at RC. 

The Next Generations of College Teachers 
From the 1920s on, the Col lege was home to a breed of well-

educated foreigners, Br i tons and Amer icans in part icular, in 

whom a sense of rel igious duty was replaced by a love of 

t ravel , a passion for adventure and a desire to escape war-

torn Europe. Of these, Betty Tank, an Amer i can pacif ist and 

intrepid hiker, arr ived in Istanbul as the Second World War 

raged In Europe. For three years, she kept a d iary 7 as 

dormi tory survei l lant and then teacher at the Amer i can 

Col lege for Girls, where her room over looked a little farm 

next to campus walls. The school managed to funct ion 

despite gas cuts and food rat ioning, and amid constant 

rumors of invasion and mass evacuat ion. One day, a mine was 

found f loat ing near Bebek. Tank's all female col leagues were 

a mixture of Amer icans , Engl ish, French, Swiss and Turkish 

ci t izens. She briefly descr ibes life at A C G : "The Marble Hall 

was used for dancing at least one evening a week. The girls 

danced with each other. Some parents had expressly stated 

that their daughter was not even to see a boy. In Marble Hall 

there was a large bust of Kemal Ataturk and it was here that 

commemora t ive exercises were held at which we had to 

guard against excessive emot ion , which in the past had led to 

mass hysterics over the loss of the beloved founder of 

modern Turkey". 

The 1950s and 6 0 s saw a crop of bri l l iant, h ighly-educated 

professors arr ive on campus, most ly thanks to Neil Bul l , 

headmaster f rom 1960-66 . Of Bul l , Freely says "much of his 

success s temmed f rom his f lair for hir ing (or keeping those 

already on the scene) bril l iant and creat ive young teachers, a 

number of whom went on to become headmasters 

themselves, such as J o h n Schereschewsky, Calv in A twood, 

Frank Broga, Peter Shiras, Richard Reid and J o h n Chalfant. 

His staff included men who went on to become wel l-known 

writers, such as Geoffrey Wolf, David Leemlng, Asa Baber, 

T imothy Robinson and Robert Miner Jr, as well as the 

composer Robert Ceeley, the archeologist Peter Kuniholm 

and the histor ians Wil l iam Hickman and Bruce Kuniho lm." 

Godfrey Goodwin , professor of art and archi tecture and 

housemaster at Robert Col lege f rom 1958 to 1967 was one of 

these luminar ies. A chance encounter with Istanbul in 1952 

led to Goodwin 's l i felong love affair with Turkey, the fruit of 

which were many studies including his c lassic work A History 

of Ottoman Architecture. First publ ished in 1971, it Is still in 

print and remains the standard work of reference. In addit ion 

to his scholar ly work, Goodwin also publ ished his memoirs 

Life's Episodes; Discovering Ottoman Architecture, in which 

he devotes several chapters to RC and his students there. Of 

his res idence at Haml in Hal l , Goodwin says: "What I enjoyed 

was the unrel iabi l i ty of e lectr ic i ty in my first years. I kept a 

supply of 1,000 candles and when the lights fai led issued one 

candle to each student, while the rail ings round the gal ler ies 

over look ing the halls carr ied sets of six. The effect was as 

romant ic as anyone could hope for, most of all when it was 

raining because of the lively ref lect ion of the f lames in the 

glass roof over the cour tyard. One wondered if hell were 

equal ly at t ract ive." Goodwin rel ished his Ot toman 

Arch i tecture course because, as he said, it meant "he had a 

whole city to exp lore" with his students. At first his students 

were terr i f ied of ventur ing into mosques and historic 

bui ldings (which in those days were rundown and poor ly 

RC History Books 

Acclaimed historian John Freely has written a definitive 
history of the schools, from the founders through to the 
present in the two-volume A History of Robert College, 
published by Yapı Kredi Yayınları in English. The book 
includes many previously unpublished photographs and 
documents about the school, a selection of which can be 
seen in the RC Museum, above the Library. 

Another valuable resource The Story of Robert College 
Old and New was compiled by librarian and archivist May 
Fincancı in 2001. In addition to a historical overview, the book 
provides detailed information on the school's newer buildings, 
as well as campus life today. 



maintained), but by the end of the first year, when Goodwin 

took them to Edirne they had become, "as heroic as 

Jan issa r ies " . (Sadly, Goodwin passed away recently. P lease 

see his ob i tuary at the back of the magazine.) 

Graduates Look Back - the College in Memoirs 
Given the Col lege's many i l lustr ious graduates, it is not 

surpr is ing that the school features in many memoirs , the 

earl iest of which was wri t ten by ACG's first Mos lem female 

graduate, Hal ide Edip Adivar A C G 0 1 8 . "The effect o f my life 

at the Col lege was so s t rong, that I feel I must dwell brief ly on 

the general and speci f ic effects it had on me. As a whole, the 

Col lege had a l iberating effect on my life; it would bring 

balance to my life, the oppor tuni ty for a personal life in which 

I found many different interests. Some of my intel lectual 

tendencies, which were a l ready s t rong, found new hor izons 

here," she wri tes. She was just 15 when she t ranslated The 

Mother in the Home f rom Engl ish to Turkish at ACG, which 

earned her the Sultan's praise. Unti l the Col lege, Edip was 

conf ined to a life at home, at ACG, as Edip's b iographer 

Frances Kazan says "The inf luence of Mary Mills Patr ick, who 

had received psychology training at Berl in University, on 

Edip's innovat ive thought was very appa ren t , " . ' 

A C G would cont inue to raise many p ioneer ing women after 

Adivar. In her memoi rs Bir Dinazorun Anilan (A Dinosaur 's 

Memoirs) , Turkish intel lectual , t ranslator and professor Mina 

Urgan A C G 35 credi ts A C G with having cured her of many 

"pecu l iar i t ies" . In a part icular ly reveal ing episode, she 

recounts how the school rid her of her anorexic tendencies. 

"The first week at school , I didn't eat anyth ing but bread and 

water. We would be seven students and a teacher at a table. 

In those days we were served by White Russ ian waiters in 

white gloves and suits. I said 'I'm not going to eat' . The 

teacher did not object, 'As you wish ' she sa id. But I was used 

to being begged 'p lease eat, just a little', cajoled with 

promises of being taken places, even having little shows put 

on in my honor so that I would eat. The first weekend they 

picked me up, I didn't say a word dur ing the taxi r ide home. 

As soon as I set foot in the house, I went straight for the 

pantry (in those days there were no refr igerators) and ate 

whatever I could get my hands on with great gusto. That 

appet i te cont inues to this day." 

Both A C G and RC were famous not just for strong 

academics , but also a vibrant extra-curr icular t radi t ion, 

par t icu lar ly in drama. In fact for some students, like the 

famous actor Haldun Dormen RC 49, the theater became a 

dr iv ing pass ion. "Despi te all my talents, my grades were 

terr ible," he reca l l s ' " , descr ib ing scraping by each year 

academical ly , but excel l ing on the school stage. "There was 

an act iv i ty of interest for everyone at school . In those days, 

the Col lege theater act iv i t ies were often spoken about in 

cul tured circ les. Antigone, d i rected by municipal theater actor 

Avni Dill igil (now deceased) , was very successfu l . The 

newspapers went on at some length about the young talents 

in lead roles, Tunç Yalman and Sara Korle." 

In her autobiography Şirin, legendary actress Şirin Devr im 

A C G 46 says "The love of theater which would give di rect ion 

to my life began at the Amer i can Col lege for Gir ls , " . She 

made her s tage debut in a Turkish play cal led İnsanlar Niye 

Yazar wr i t ten by A l temur Kılıç RC 4 4 . "Everyone was in it," 

she wri tes of a cast which included Ahmet İsvan RA 4 4 , 

Mehmet isvan RA 46 and Bülent Ecevit RC 4 4 , who would 

meet his wife Rahşan Aral A C G 44 in rehearsal . 

Admiss ion to the prest ig ious theater group was not always 

easy. In his autobiography Patches of My Life from 1910-1944, 

Ari f Saltuk RC Eng 33, recal ls: "I received a letter f rom the 

Robert Col lege Players, a rather exclusive group, the 

members of which were selected f rom among the whole 

student body. I had been nominated as a candidate for 

membersh ip . However, the letter also in formed me that I was 

to take a wri t ten examinat ion and if I passed it successfu l 

then had to go through an oral exam. Only after passing all 

those could I attain the honor of membersh ip in the Rober t 

Col lege Players, " . For the wri t ten part, Saltuk - a ta lented 

art ist- was asked to design a stage set for one of 

Shakespeare 's plays, which he d id. He was then ordered " to 
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acquire the spir i t of happiness f rom Mr Rat iani , our 

gymnast ics teacher " , b l indfolded and f rog-marched before a 

mock court before being accepted. 

"In terms of the theater, the Col lege was a school unto its 

own," wri tes Ülkü Tamer RC 5 8 " . Even Orta 3 students would 

put on a Shakespeare play each year, in Engl ish. In the Lise, 

seven or eight plays would be put on a year, he recalls. A 

group of Lise students including him would also take one or 

two plays on a tour of Anato l ia in the semester break, often 

accompan ied by Engl ish teacher Hil lary Sumner -Boyd . "Boyd 

was more of our f r iend than our teacher. We would meet in 

his room, smoke and discuss drama and l i terature. We learnt 

a lot f rom him. Most Importantly we learnt to appreciate art,". 

Like Tamer, many Col lege graduates recall part icular teachers 

who helped shape the course of their lives. It was one such 

teacher's Intervention which helped acclaimed writer and 

Intellectual Talat S. Halman RC 51' 2 evade his mother's plans 

for him to become an engineer. "One of the Amer ican teachers 

in the Engineering department said 'If you want, you can 

become an engineer. Your exam was good enough. But you 

should know that you will never be a very successful engineer. 

[...] So I convinced my mother, and I didn't enter [the 

department]" . Fortunately for Turkey, Halman studied arts and 

literature instead, and went on to become the country's first 

minister of culture. 

In his moving account of growing up a Turkish J e w in the 

1940s, Erol Haker 1 3 RC 50 also dwells on his years at RC, of 

which he says "[It] is unparal le led even on a global scale; I do 

not think there are many schools in the world which are so 

unique,". Replete with colorful detai ls of boarding school life, 

invented boyhood languages and of f -campus escapades, 

Haker also descr ibes the students ' in t roduct ion to what he 

calls " the wor ld of New Eng land" , which was "akin to visi t ing 

Mars, not because it was luxurious, but because it was so 

cul tured and comfor tab le" . He cites The Engl ish Speakers 

Club presided over by Mrs. McNeal , whose husband, the 

l i terature professor Char les McNeal , would weep at a 

part icular ly moving Schuber t piece, as well as impromptu 

gather ings in the rooms of David Garwood. Ac tor Dormen 

says: "The only c lass I would attend with pleasure was the 

l i terature class given by an Amer i can , Prof. McNea l . I would 

hang onto his every word. He tr ied to teach his students 

about every aspect of art; music, theater, c inema and even 

classical Turkish music. May he rest in peace, McNeal was a 

truly wonder fu l teacher. He greatly respected my decis ion to 

become an actor, and even told me he was very happy about 

it,". For other Col lege students, it was the places on campus 

that made i t unique. Celebrated author Orhan Pamuk RA 70 

wri tes of the l ibrary: "I enjoyed losing myself amidst the 

labyr inths on the school library, with its low cei l ings and 

pleasant smel l of aging paper, and spending hours going 

through books," . Others were entranced by its sprawling 

natural beauty. "There were woods where l i lacs b loomed in 

spr ing, a " P l a t e a u " f rom which to watch the Bosphorus, 

f lower gardens with ponds, and a big hill behind the bui ldings. 

Because there was a t radi t ion that graduat ing classes leave 

behind a gift to the schoo l , our class of 1935 class planted 31 

pine trees on that bare hill. Now those trees have grown and 

mult ip l ied," says Urgan. 

Such is the impact of Col lege years, some wri ters have 

publ ished books on the school a lone; these include Asya 

Orhon ' 6 RA 64 and Uğur Ersoy 1 7 RC Eng 55, as well as RC 

Trustee Al i H. Neyzi RC 46 whose account of his Col lege 

years, Alma Mater, was pr inted both in Turkish and Engl ish. 

Neyzi 's account is of his years as a boarding student at the 

school f rom 1939-46, where " there are more than 2 0 0 boys. 

Imagine the noise and the rumpus" . The boys got up to 

count less adventures, including illicit smoking, regal ing each 

other with sexual tales after l ights out and d iscover ing 

tunnels underneath the sports field that help them play 

hooky. (Sadly, Neyzi passed away recently. Please see his 

obi tuary at the back of the magazine.) 

A more recent addit ion to this crop of memoirs is Eren 

Yanık's RC 04 Akvaryum (Aquarium), wri t ten while he was a 

high school senior, in which he descr ibes the growing pains of 

a post-1980 generat ion. Yanık is current ly at Pr inceton. 

The College in Biographies 
The school also found its way into biographies written about 

other people. Celebrated essayist Gündüz Vassaf RA 64 

devotes a chapter to the College in his biography about his 

mother, Belkıs Halım Vassaf (Annem Belkıs), a courageous 

woman who embodied the go-hither spirit of the early 

Republic. Born at the turn of the century, most likely in 1904, in 

the Balkans - then part of the Ottoman Empire- this remarkable 

woman studied at Robert College, istanbul University and 

eventually Harvard. Her t ime at Robert College is one of 

momentous transformat ion for Turkey, in its first years as a 

A Comprehensive List of RC in Books 
republic. She becomes one of the founders of the Turkish 

Literature Society on campus. "Of course we couldn't have 

given it a name like the Moslem Society, the Christ ian Society. 

That was forbidden under the Republican administrat ion. 

Religious dist inct ions had been abol ished, instead there were 

nations. So we called ourselves the Turkish Literature Society 

and almost all the Turkish girls belonged to this society." The 

group makes College history when it puts on the first ever 

Turkish language play, Sırat Köprüsü. 

Journa l i s t Arda Uskan opens his biography of celebrated 

Turkish journal ist and magaz ine publ isher Ercan Arıklı RC 59, 

Güle Güle Bebeğim (Bye Bye Baby), with a scene at Robert 

Col lege. He recounts how as ear ly as the 1956 Orta yearbook, 

Arıklı was "p lanning to become a journal is t " , and descr ibes 

how many of Ank l i ' s c losest l i felong f r iendships were formed 

at schoo l . Perhaps his closest f r iend, c lassmate and fel low 

journal ist Ismail Cem, RC 59 for instance, would go on to 

become foreign minister in the 1990s. Tragically, Arıklı was 

kil led by a bus two years ago. 

RC in Literature 
A great many scenes at the Col lege seem well-suited to 

become backdrops to a novel ; the Plateau at dusk, the 

wister ia b lossoms in spr ing and the imposing entrance to 

Marble Hall are just some of the romant ic , evocat ive detai ls 

of campus l iving. It is perhaps surpr is ing then that the school 

hasn't made it into more novels. 

Possibly the most in famous f ic t ional account of the school 

is Maureen Freely's A C G 71 Life of the Party, set on what is 

today's Boğaziçi campus. It centers on Hector Cabot, a 

teacher with wild ways at Woodrow Col lege, and his 

expatr iate circle, in the last days before the school becomes 

nat ional ized and against the backdrop of a harsh era in 

Turkish history. 

Scandal is also at the heart of Ankara Cinayeti, a 

documentary novel ' by fo rmer MP ihsan Tombuş RC 42 Ex 

about the 1945 so-ca l led Ankara Murder, a high-profi le 

murder case in which two of his Robert Col lege c lassmates 

were impl icated. In o ther books, Robert Col lege is not 

named, but invoked in great detai l . In his only f ic t ional work, 

Romanımla Sana Bir Ses, countercul ture icon Ömer Madra RA 

64 creates a youthfu l protagonist on the cusp of graduat ing 

f rom a Col lege str ik ingly s imi lar to RC. Likewise, in several 

chapters of his novel Young Turk, London-based wri ter Moris 

Farhi RA 54 refers to an idyll ic boys' boarding school in 

Bebek, on a hill, where teenagers of many nat ional i t ies, 

ethnici t ies and rel igions coexist peaceful ly. 
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Eren Yanık Akvaryum 

Erol Haker istanbul'dan Kudüs'e Bir Kimlik Arayışı 

Frances Kazan Halide Edip ve Amerika 

George Washburn Fifty Years in Constantinople 

Godfrey Goodwin Life's episodes: discovering Ottoman architecture 

Gündüz Vassaf Annem Belkıs 

Haldun Dormen Sürç-ü Lisan Ettikse - Anılar 

Halide Edip Adıvar Mor Salkımlı Ev 

Hester Donaldson Jenkins An Educational Ambassador to the Middle East 

ihsan Tombuş Ankara Cinayeti 

Jak Deleon The White Russians in istanbul 

John Freely History of Robert College 

Lynn Scipio My Thirty Years in Turkey 

Mary Mills Patrick A Bosphorus Adventure 

Mary Mills Patrick Under Five Sultans 

Maureen Freely Life of the Party 

May Fincancı The Story of Robert College Old and New 

Mina Urgan Bir Dinazorun Anıları 

Morgenthau All in a Lifetime 

Moris Farhi Young Turk 

NormanSNancy Beecher Fortunate Journey:our lives, our family, 

and our forebears 

Ömer Madra Romanımla Sana Bir Ses 

Orhan Pamuk istanbul 

Orhan Tiirker Mega Revma'dan Arnavutkoy'e 

Princess Musbah Haidar Arabesque 

Şirin Devrim Şirin 

Stevens Marcia&Malcolm Against the Devil's Current: Life S Times of C.H. 

Talat Halman Aklın Yolu Bindir 

Teoman Onat Anılarım 

Uğur Ersoy Erguvan Renkli Yıllar 

Ülkü Tamer Yaşamak Hatırlamaktır 



ONES 
TO WATCH 

Özlem Alkan Karakuş RC 87 

Writer/Editor Karakuş 
Leads Time Out 
Istanbul Success 
Istanbul has become hip of late, hosting big league international 

events and recently making the cover of Newsweek as the 

epi tome of cool . But the first sign that the city was headed for 

global hipdom came back in March 2 0 0 3 , when f ledgling media 

company Ajans Medya took a chance and launched Time Out 

Istanbul, in English and Turkish. Time Out\s the definit ive weekly 

city guide for big cit ies across the globe, youthful and cheeky in 

tone and packed with information on every imaginable urban 

activi ty for everyone from tots to transvestites. The Istanbul edit ion 

has seen sales grow exponential ly since its launch. Much of its 

success is due to the able leadership of editor Özlem Alkan Karakuş 

RC 87, who has ensured that the magazine retains the irreverent 

but informative tone that makes it so popular elsewhere, despite a 

media cl imate in Turkey which is less than fr iendly to independent 

publ icat ions. A market ing executive with a degree in Economics 

f rom Boğaziçi, Karakuş guit her posit ion in charge of products at 

Benkar, parent company of the successful Advantage sales card, to 

try and make a living doing something she enjoyed. "Four months 

later, I was at 77me Out Istanbul, doing what I love best -wr i t ing- and 

making money from it," she told the RCO. "Time Out\s different 

f rom mainstream magazines," Karakuş says. "It is made to be read, 

more than to be looked. It has attitude, and it's not afraid to show 

it." In addit ion to her posit ion at Time Out, Karakuş also oversees 

several other magazines produced by parent company Ajans Medya. 

These include Chat, the Advantage Card magazine, and global travel 

magazine Travel and Leisure. 

Record Company Taps Sounds of Istanbul 
Former journal is t and copywr i ter Çiğdem A lkang RC 92 has jo ined forces 

with music ian Oğuz Kaplangı of Rebel Moves fame -a lso her husband- to 

form Elec-Trip Records, an independent music product ion company 

embrac ing what the pair call an "Istanbul Fusion S o u n d " . The company made 

headl ines ear l ier this year with the compi la t ion a lbum Istanbul Calling Vol. I, 

whose reggae-pop infused track Bandare was an instant nat ional hit. The 

a lbum stayed in the Top 20 for 36 weeks. In the pipel ine this year for Elec-

Trip is hip-hop art ist Sul tana's second a lbum Şöhret Yolu and a second 

volume of Istanbul Calling. At present they are work ing on the re lease of 

Carnaval del Amor, an a lbum by new group Lava which blends Med i te r ranean 

grooves, acid- jazz and wor ld music with Engl ish, Spanish and Turkish lyr ics. 

Elec-Trip Records a lbums and its 4 0 0 - s o n g archive are avai lable onl ine via 

iTunes or Napster. The company has a l ready made a name abroad , l icensing 

its ar t is ts ' songs to more than 70 compi la t ion a lbums. From January , Elec-

Trip Records will be d is t r ibuted outs ide Turkey as wel l . 

For more in format ion, visit www.elec-tr ip.com. 

Evren Paçalıoğlu RC 93 was awarded Harvard Universi ty 's Dean's Award for Excel lence in 

Student Teaching as a graduate student at the Kennedy Schoo l of Government . The 

award is based on student nominat ions and was given in recogni t ion of her work as a 

Teaching Fellow for "Quant i ta t ive Analys is and Empir ica l Me thods " , a mandatory course for 

many students at the Kennedy Schoo l of Government . She taught while complet ing a 

Masters in Publ ic Admin is t ra t ion and International Development . 

The award is par t icu lar ly specia l because it is based on student recommendat ions . 

Paçalıoğlu says the exper ience has fueled a passion for teach ing. "Look ing back, teaching to 

a c lass of ex t remely bright indiv iduals was not an easy task. It was stressful and required a 

big t ime commi tment , " she says. "However, I can say unequivocal ly that I t ruly enjoyed every 

bit of the process and believe that my passion for teaching will grow even greater in t ime." 

Paçalıoğlu says that the teaching and research exper iences at the Kennedy School 

mot ivated her to make the career switch f rom work ing in the pr ivate sector to becoming an 

academican? . "I f ind the academic env i ronment s t imulat ing because I like the innovat ive 

th inking that the research process requires. I am exci ted about the prospect of generat ing 

new deve lopments by fusing the exist ing body of work with new ideas and innovat ions" she 

sa id. She is current ly a PhD candidate at Oxford University. 

After graduat ing from RC in 1993, Paçalıoğlu received a B.A. in Business Administrat ion from 

Boğaziçi University in 1997 and an M.B.A from Cornel l University in 1999. She resigned f rom her 

posit ion as Vice President at the Global Foreign Exchange Division of Credit Suisse First Boston 

in New York when she was offered a merit-based fellowship to attend Harvard. At present she 

lives in the UK with her husband, Ömer Töre, who works for Goldman Sachs in London. 

Evren Paçalıoğlu RC 93 

Apple Turkey Recruits 
Mustafa İçil as 
Marketing Director 
Mustafa içil RC 90 has been appointed market ing d i rector for Apple 

IMC In Turkey. "This is an excit ing per iod of change for Apple, " içil 

said of his new post. "There is a lot of Innovation in terms of company 

s t ruc tur ing" . As part of the changes led by içil, in October, Apple Turkey 

held the first ever "Apple Days" fair in Istanbul, des igned to Introduce 

App le products to non-users, as well as highlight the company 's vast 

range of hi-tech products, f rom the popular iPod to the Mac mini. 

içil was a t ransfer f rom the Microsof t Turkey Off ice where his last post 

was as senior d i rector of sales and market ing for Windows Operat ing 

Systems. Af ter graduat ing f rom Robert Col lege, içil comple ted both his 

undergraduate and masters degree in Computer Engineer ing at Boğaziçi 

University. 
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Harvard Honors 
Pagalioglu for 

Teachina Excellence 

http://www.elec-trip.com


RC 
REACHES 
OUT 

Betil Heads Foundation for Youths 
A s Turkey begins the long, uphil l process of access ion to the European Union, one of 

its biggest chal lenges will be reducing vast regional d ispar i t ies. Ibrahim Beti l RA 

64 , a fo rmer banker who has dedicated the past 11 years to developing Turkish civi l 

society in var ious ways, bel ieves that to do this Turks will have to shed their belief in an 

al l -providing state and take more init iat ive. "Turkey is a highly centra l ly -governed state," 

says Bet i l . "Civ i l init iat ive has been suppressed for decades. Turkey can only become an 

EU member i f civi l society gains fur ther respect and takes on more init iat ive." 

Betil is bett ing on youths, who make up some 2 0 % of the 70 mil l ion populat ion, to lead 

the way. He founded and heads the Socia l Vo lunteers Foundat ion (TOGV), a p ioneer ing 

non-prof i t vo lunteer ism program a imed at youths between the ages of 17-25. In just three 

years, TOGV has amassed a network of 8 , 5 0 0 youths across 70 universi t ies in Turkey, 

who have under taken hundreds of local vo lunteer projects in their own regions. The 

projects range f rom the smal l and immediate, like env i ronmenta l c leanup, to the longer-

te rm, like renovat ing, outf i t t ing and ensur ing the 

sustainabi l i ty of pr imary schools in impover ished regions. 

The key to TOGV's success is that projects are developed, 

planned and carr ied out by local student volunteers; a 

project to build a computer lab for a school in Diyarbakır for 

instance, was init iated and managed by the TOGV team at 

Dicle University there. "The aim is to have the youngsters 

take responsibi l i ty in a project that will find a solut ion to a 

local need," says Beti l . "They learn about project 

development, local fund raising, team building, effective 

communicat ion, project real izat ion and evaluation." Youths 

who join TOGV are trained in these skills by a team of 

educators before going out into the f ield. 

Twice a year, vo lunteers f rom around Turkey meet up to 

share exper iences and best pract ices. "As our volunteers 

do the communi ty service, they develop long last ing 
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f r iendships f rom all over the country. A TOGV exper ience for a 

young universi ty student is a very r ich and deep exper ience," 

says Bet i l . 

TOGV raises money th rough indiv idual donors and corporate 

sponsorsh ip . Much of its work is based on creat ing susta inable, 

long- last ing solut ions. For each ful ly equipped educat iona l 

serv ice center it sets up (there are current ly 5) for example, it 

creates a complex coal i t ion of local bus inessmen, opin ion leaders 

and volunteers to ensure that the center can keep going. 

In addi t ion, TOGV helps universi ty s tudents to f ind internship 

p lacements in compan ies . It offers scholarsh ips to needy 

students, and requires them to per form weekly communi ty 

serv ice in exchange. It a lso offers a mentor ing program under 

which vo lunteer ing adults are paired with s tudents for a year or 

more, shar ing exper iences and ideas. 

Beti l says he f inds his work in the non-prof i t sector has been 

life t rans forming, "civi l society work is not necessar i ly 'non 

profit ' . On the contrary, i t can be very prof i table work for those 

who f ind sat is fact ion in t ry ing to make changes in the wor ld , " he 

says. "It is highly sat is factory and 'prof i table ' if you are not 

looking for f inancial gains. Especia l ly when you live in a society 

that has a lot of cont rad ic t ions and that requires a lot of 

changes. Since 1994, I have l imited my involvement in the 

professional business life, and apart f rom my consu l tancy work 

to sustain my l iv ing, I have not been act ive in the business wor ld . 

In my condensed and focused involvement in civil soc iety for the 

last 11 years, I have, of course, not gained any money. But I think I 

have gained a life's wor th exper ience, expanded my knowledge 

and deepened my values," he says. Smal l wonder then that in 

many places he visits, comple te s t rangers greet Beti l as " H o c a m " 

("My Teacher" ) ; in a way he has become educator to a nat ion. 

"Money is only an ' ins t rument ' to buy goods and serv ices that 

may make people happy," Beti l says, conc lud ing: "In all these 

years, I have learned that, apart f rom subsid iz ing one's basic 

needs, one does not need too much money for happiness. 

Somet imes in life there are 'short cuts ' to happiness and 

sat is fact ion wi thout deal ing with money. And for those who have 

not exper ienced this, I s t rongly recommend that they should try, 

and see the huge 'prof i ts ' in the non profit wor ld." 

From left to right, Oktan Erdikmen (Mentee, Bilgi University), 
Mehmet Betil RA 61 (Mentor) Flsun Cengiz (Mentee-Bilgi 
University) at Cem Boyner's photography exhibition. 
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To find out more about 
volunteering or donating 
to TOGV, please visit: 
http://www.togv.org.tr 

http://www.togv.org.tr


t was my mother 's idea, " says Hakan Kök RC 77, of 

Saklıköy, a sprawl ing natural resort of green f ie lds 

and rol l ing hills a shor t d is tance f rom is tanbu l . 

" W h e n I was 35, she to ld me that she knew for a fact that I 

would only be happy in nature." Her words were wel l - t imed. 

Kök had just rece ived funding to expand his pr int ing press; a 

career for wh ich he had studied pr int ing in Germany. He'd 

even begun cons t ruc t i on . Nonethe less , he sold his pr int ing 

press, found Saklıköy, a place where he wanted to spend the 

rest of his life, and changed his life. 

Loca ted about seven k i lometers past Polonezköy, Saklıköy is 

c lose to the ishakh vi l lage. It is a wel l -h idden paradise in 

wh ich v is i tors can r ide horses, play tennis, vo l leybal l , paintbal l 

and badmin ton , take long walks, use the state-of- the-art 

f i tness center, or swim in a lovely pool . 

The resort has grown organica l ly over the years. Built in 

1993, using sun dr ied mud br icks, s tones and natural wood , 

the Saklıköy managemen t made a point of not cut t ing down 

any t rees dur ing cons t ruc t ion . Instead, they p lanted over 

4 , 0 0 0 sapl ings. Or ig inal ly the Kök fami ly hosted just the i r 

f r iends. But over the years, as demand inc reased, Saklıköy 

became a fu l l - f ledged egues t r ian center, a hotel and even has 

its own meet ing rooms. 

Kök a t t r ibutes his love of nature to a ch i ldhood spent in 

Çınarcık. He and his parents l ived there in a tent for many 

years . They s lowly built thei r way up to a hut. The add i t ion of 

ano ther hut, and then ano ther one, made them the owners of 

the gues thouse " U g R e l s " (Three Chiefs) - the fami ly 

members . 

Sak l ikoy is des igned to a c c o m m o d a t e a m a x i m u m of 150 

fami l ies with 53 rooms in two hotels, made of s tone and sun -

dr ied br ick. Kok has no plans to expand further. I t operates on 

a membersh ip basis. Guests can choose to stay at the hotel , 

or become a year - long member of this natural paradise. Daily 

v is i tors are not a l lowed. 

There is a chi ldren's camp to p lease both the parents and 

thei r ch i ld ren. For youths, or the young at heart , there are 

two dormi to r ies which s leep ten people each . For those who 

bel ieve in a p leasurab le work ing env i ronment , Sak l ikoy of fers 

s tate of the art meet ing faci l i t ies as wel l . Top compan ies 

of ten hold large scale meet ings or ret reats here. 

The Sak l ikoy e thos is to live as c lose as possib le to nature. 

This overarch ing concept recent ly led Kok to buy ano ther 

piece of land c lose by for o rgan ic fa rming. Run by the 

eco log ica l Bugday Foundat ion , th is organic farm produces 

over 35 di f ferent k inds of vegetab les and f ru i ts . A th i rd of 

the produce goes stra ight to Sakl ikoy, to be served to its 

cus tomers . 



FUND 
RAISING 

Ozyegin Announces Gift at 
Annual Giving Dinner 

Guest speaker Hüsnü Özyeğin RA 63 

Class Representat ives, High Honor Donors, and Named Scholarsh ip Donors 

gathered at a d inner to celebrate the past campaign year, and to off ic ial ly 

"K ick - Off" the 2 0 0 5 - 0 6 RC Annua l Giving Campa ign . The event was held at 

Biz im Tepe on October 17. Guest of honor, Hüsnü Ozyeg in RA 63 gave a memorab le 

speech which he ended with the announcement of a surpr ise gift: the establ ishment 

of two new full scho larsh ips in perpetui ty at Robert Col lege. 

Ozyeg in , who has been a generous cont r ibutor to the RC Scholarsh ip Fund in 

previous years - s tudents walk by a plague every day which honors his name in the 

l ibrary balcony- chose to talk about the impact of RC in his life. He capt ivated the 

audience with amus ing anecdotes and mi lestones of his student days and of the 

beginning of his career, credi t ing his A lma Mater for providing the skil ls that helped 

him overcome substant ia l chal lenges. Self es teem, being a team player, a healthy 

sense of compet i t ion , socia l responsibi l i ty, a shared sense of destiny, gett ing 

rewarded for hard work and being punished for the lack of it, were all qual i t ies 

fostered by RC. Ozyeg in ci ted all of this and more as giving him the courage to head 

for the USA after graduat ing f rom RC in 1963 with only 1000 USD in his pocket. 

The rest is history. Hüsnü Ozyeg in , founder and head of the Fiba group of 

companies , has become one of Turkey's most prominent bus inessmen. 

Fur thermore, he and his wife Ayşe devote a substant ia l amount of t ime, energy and 

resources to a wide array of phi lanthropic endeavors. Educat ion is one major area 

Özyeğin points out as a nat ional concern . His personal exper ience and hardships 

encountered as a student was one reason he founded the Hüsnü M. Ozyegin 

Foundat ion in 1989 to suppor t needy students across Turkey. In the conc lus ion of his 

speech, Ozyegin s ingled out Rober t Col lege as an exemplary inst i tut ion, and 

expressed his sent iments by say ing, "We cannot do enough for this school! . . . When I 

was asked to make a speech, I was reassured that the purpose of the evening was 

not to col lect money " he added, laughing. "However, I would still like to announce 

that I am hereby contr ibut ing two endowed scholarsh ips to Robert Col lege." 

One of the RC 90 Class Agents Okan Atilla From L to R: Class agent Sevil Taviloğlu ACG 5 8 , class agent Nimet Erenli ACG 4 3 , 

receiving his award from Hüsnü Ozyegin. Oya Sezer ACG 69 , class agent Necla Kavala ACG 45 and class agent Nur Edil ACG 69 

From L to R: Class agent Candan Fetvaci ACG 70 , RC Trustee Erkut Yucaoglu 
RC Eng 69 , RC Headmaster John Chandler, RC Trustee Halis Komili RA 65 

RC 85 class agents Ali Yılmaz & Bilge Rızvani received their 
outstanding class award from Hüsnü Ozyegin RA 63 . 

Award winning RC 80 class agents İsmet Müstecaplıoğlu 
and Hilmi Güvenal with Hüsnü Ozyegin RA 63 . 

From L to R: Guest speaker of the evening Hüsnü Ozyegin RA 6 3 , RC trustee 
Sukey Wagner, trustee and co-chairman of the Annual Giving Commitee Mehmet 

Betil RC Yük 6 4 , Candan Fetvacı ACG 70 , and RC Headmaster John Chandler. 

Ill 

Some of the newest class agents to join the From L to R: Behçet Demircan RA 6 8 , Mrs. Demircan, Rona Özgür, ipek Merey 
team, from L to R: Can Arslan RC 0 5 , Rana ACG 71 Jr., Nuri Özgür RA 70 , Ahmet Merey RA 70 and Serpil Yazoğlu RC 73 . 

Babaç RC 04 and Ayşegül Kurşun RC 0 3 . 



REUNIONS 

The host Athenian 
RC S ACG 
qraduates from 
various years. 

Athens Host ACG and RC 49 
CG and RC 49 graduates celebrated their 56 th reunion in A thens on Sep tember 25, 

2 0 0 5 . Our school f r iends living in A thens gave a welcome dinner dur ing which people 

who hadn't seen each other for years joyful ly mingled together and spent a few hours 

exchanging sent imenta l memor ies . It showed that in spite of pol i t ics, people could live together 

in harmony and f r iendship. We decided to have more of these gather ings. Next year we hope to 
be together in izmir. Contributed by Giiner Fansa ACG 49 

Class of 55: 
Golden 

Girls 
Fifty years! Fifty golden years! Has it really been fifty years since we graduated f rom ACG one sunny 

J u n e day? There was joy and jubi lat ion in the air. We all had dreams and hopes, expect ing a great 

deal f rom the future, some of which were fulf i l led, some never real ized. We were all full of self 

determinat ion and self assurance. A C G 55 was and still is a very special c lass. We all stuck together 

dur ing all these years and never separated. Friendships grew and r ipened, we became a big family of 

devoted sisters. In J u n e 2 0 0 5 we celebrated the 50 th year of our graduat ion, with much joy. A long with 

our brothers of RC 55, RC Eng 55, RC Eng 57, c lassmates f rom all over the wor ld came together in 

Istanbul to share the exci tement and to renew fr iendships. The reunion celebrat ions were planned and 

organized way ahead of t ime. The enter ta inment star ted with a fantastic dinner at Biz im Tepe, a 

wonderful evening of fun and camarader ie . The second day we were cruis ing along the two shores of the 

enchant ing Bosphorus, on a most comfor tab le and luxur ious boat, sipping our dr inks and enjoying the 

sunset and the breathtaking skyl ine of Istanbul. The evening ended with a del ic ious dinner at Cafe Creme 

in Ortaköy, f i l led with music and dancing, as well as the pleasure of being together with old fr iends. The 

next weekend we enjoyed the beauti ful greenery and serenity of Polonezköy. We met at Saklıköy Hotel for 

an overnight stay. It was like paradise on ear th and it was as if we were the young and giggl ing schoolgir ls 

of 50 years ago. There were also graduates of another school celebrat ing their 25 th year. We were having 

so much fun that they were envious of us and wanted 

to join our party. In fact, so did the other hotel guests. 

To cut a long story short, we had an unforgettable 

t ime, renewing old f r iendships and enjoying the 

precious company of dear fr iends. The whole program 

was so successful that we decided to repeat it every 

other year or maybe every year, who knows? 

An unforgettable school , unforgettable fr iends and 

teachers and an unforgettable 50 golden years. What 

more can one ask for? 

We owe our l ifestyle and vis ion, our deeply rooted 

assurance and knowledge and our stamina to meet 

the good days and chal lenge the bad, to you, A lma 

Mater. Thank you for the warm embrace that you 

sur rounded us with during our school days and after 

graduat ion, throughout life. Thank you Robert Col lege. 

To many more happy returns, Class of 55... 

Contributed by Göksel Kortay ACG 55 



REUNIONS 

RA 65 
Celebrates 
40th 
Reunion 
19 6 5 was just another ca lendar year for the wor ld. But i t was very 

specia l for a group of 93 Y O U N G BOYS who graduated f rom 

Rober t Academy the same year, some of them having spent eight 

wonder fu l years with a group of f r iends. About 40 of these graduates 

were the last " P r e p 1" s tudents of the Robert Academy who star ted 

RA in 1957. The f r iendships star ted at such ear ly ages are more 

sincere, longer and s t ronger than all the others, that 's for sure. 

There were 60 of these 93 " y o u n g " graduates present for the 

reunion a r ranged on the 24th J u n e in B iz im Tepe. A bit grown up, but 

all were young again that night, maybe feel ing even younger than 

1965 (with some white hairs left on the top). Five of our teachers 

were a lso able to join us and thus we had the chance to confess some 

of the th ings we had done in the c lasses and especia l ly in the exams! 

We all were very happy, talking about the c lasses, teachers, exams, 

part ies and the gir ls! But some men and women were talk ing and 

d iscussing their grand-chi ldren, who had how many, how old they 

were, etc etc... They were old and very kind people but most of us 

couldn' t recognize who they were and didn't understand what they 

were talk ing about... But, we also did not do a thing to d isturb those 

OLD G E N T L E S ! We all were very poli te that night. Anyway, there were 

too many people in B iz im Tepe on J u n e 24 th . 

The night in B iz im Tepe was together with our g i r l f r iends (wives), 

but the next day on the 25th we were by ourse lves in Sakl i tepe. Half 

of the boys were able to get the permiss ion f rom their par tners to go 

out a lone for a full 24 hours and so there were 30 of us. We all felt 

sorry for those who were not able to get permiss ion and be with us. 

The d iscuss ions were general ly about the wor ld, the Middle East, EU , 

Turkey and of course H E A L T H problems those were the OLD people 

aga in ! Anyway, they have the right to travel and d iscuss such th ings 

as wel l . There was a gen t leman among them, who was said to be a 

professor in some medical branch and leading a hospital in the USA. 

Af ter d inner he lectured us about the latest medical deve lopments , 

the early human race, the history of the wor ld, the possible future 

ou tcomes of the space researches, etc etc... He was a dif ferent type 

of man, all white hair and beard, but a little bit more grown up than 

the other e lders. This was the end of the 4 0 t h page of our novel . We 

promised each other to meet again when we f inish page 50 in 2015, 

as young and healthy as we were on the 24th and 25th J u n e , 2 0 0 5 . 

Contributed by Aykut Giirlek RA 65 
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RA 65 at Anderson study Hall 

Class of 1980 Celebrates 25th Year 

Robert Col lege Class of 1980 celebrated their 25th 

anniversary on Ju l y 3 0 3 1st on the Arnavutköy 

campus with spir i ted and wellat tended festivi t ies. RC 

80 has always been a very close group of fr iends, as was 

evidenced by the at tendance of 92 c lassmates, out of 150. 

The graduates came to the celebrat ion f rom as far away as 

San Diego and Chicago, and as nearby as Arnavutköy and 

Bebek. The celebrat ion spanned a 24 hour period, which was 

launched with the taking of a group picture at 7 pm Saturday, 

Ju l y 30, on the steps of Gould Hal l . This was fol lowed by 

cocktai ls and dinner in Suna Kıraç Hall. The graduates then 

stepped into the amphi theater to dance to the music of 

popular 1970s bands such as the Bee Gees. However, the 

highlight of the evening was the mul t imedia show prepared 

by two of the graduates. Set to per iod music in both Turkish 

and Engl ish, the sl ide show compared " t h e n " and " n o w " 

pictures of each of the graduates, and also commemora ted 

three fr iends the Class lost over the years. This was a very 

emot ional t ime for many. Following more dancing, the group 

marched onto the Plateau after midnight. There, under the 

moonl ight and magical Bosphorus sett ing, many memor ies 

were revisited while s inging, dr inking and social iz ing just like 

in the old days! The group then proceeded to the Maze at 

2:30 am, and cont inued the festivit ies there. Somet ime before 

dawn, the surviv ing members of the group retired to the 

dormi tory beds prepared for them at Bingham Hall. However, 

this special night was not meant for s leeping, as a "water 

p is to l " fight broke out and the group of 43 year old boys .mil 

girls got each other soaking wet running and screaming .ill 

over the hallways at Bingham Hall until the sun came up. 

At about 10 am Sunday morning, some of the sleepless .md 

rather intoxicated boys played a soccer game at Biz imtepe 

while others tr ied to rest and recover. The weekend's 

act iv i t ies cont inued with brunch at Biz imtepe start ing at 

noon, in which the graduates ' spouses and chi ldren joined 

them. It was a great opportuni ty for the famil ies of farf lunii 

f r iends to get to know each other. Reunion 2 0 0 5 conf i rmed 

and st rengthened the special bonds of f r iendship that exist 

between members of the Class of 1980. It was a dreamlike 24 

hour per iod which made us feel 17 years old again, and one 

we will not soon forget. RC 80 intends to stay in touch and 

not wait until the 30 th anniversary to cont inue celebrat ing 

life and fr iendship... 

Contributed by Mustafa Ozmeral RC 80 
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REUNIONS 

RC 85 Celebrates 20th Reunion 
The Class of RC 85 had thei r 20 th reunion on the weekend of Ju l y 2nd 3rd on the much 

loved school grounds. The date was ar ranged to co inc ide with the 4 th of Ju l y weekend 

as we have so many c lassmates who now live in the US, which proved to be well 

dec ided, as we had eight people coming f rom the US, including Sırma Umur who had f lown in 

just for the weekend, and Gül Köknel who rearranged her "kes in dönüş" plans for the 

occas ion . Seven people jo ined us f rom the UK, two f rom Russia, and one f rom Spa in . Nevid's 

wife had just days to go with her first p regnancy and Nevid f lew in l iterally for a few hours to 

be with us. In total 84 people were present, a record for our reunionshy c lass! 

We met Saturday af ternoon to start our weekend with a choice of act iv i t ies including 

footbal l , yoga on the plato, schoo l grounds explorat ion, with an "I'm too lazy for any of the 

above" opt ion, all a r ranged by Koray Yılmaz, our "Che f de V i l l age" for the weekend. 

Recogniz ing each other after a gap of 20 years was an act iv i ty in itself. The award in this 

category goes to Can İlgaz, who saw Elif Ballık mount ing the stairs of Marb le Hall and went, 

"Nurç im, hiç değişmemişsin, kolunda çantanla y ine tıkır tıkır merdivenler i t ı rmanıyorsun" . 

Burhan thought this was a "süper espr i ab i " , unti l he saw the look of shock on Can's face, 

who was a ler ted by Bilge as to the real identi ty of Elif Ballık, who took all this in her str ide. 

As the day turned into night, everyone showered and changed for cocktai ls and dinner. The 

cocktai l party took place in front of Gould Hall and fol lowing our photocal l , d inner was 

served by Suna Kıraç Hal l . Dur ing dinner the results of our survey, that was made over the 

internet dur ing the weeks leading to the reunion was announced, to much surpr ise and 

laughter all a round. The results are said to be somewhat b iased, though, as the survey had 

Al i Levent 's personal touch ! It was past 4 am when the Sage Dorm was f inally quiet, and 

when some of us could catch a few hours ' s leep. It is suspected that tavla and king part ies 

lasted even longer until Rumeyza whispered a few wifely words in Aydin's ear! 

The fo l lowing morn ing , af ter a light breakfast of börek and tea, our famil ies jo ined us for 

brunch on the lovely Plato. I t was mutual ly agreed that we all needed much longer than 

these few short hours to really get to rediscover each other, as well as our famil ies. 

The organ iz ing commit tee, which cons is ted of Al i Levent Orhun, ipek Cem, Al i Yılmaz and 

Bilge Yavuz has a confess ion to make: we had a lmost as much fun prepar ing for this 

weekend as we did dur ing it. Our specia l thanks go to Koray Yılmaz, Edip Uras, and Hüma 

Alpaytaç for all their help, and to everyone who was there for making it worthwhi le. 

To see the full results of the survey, visit www.rc85.com 

Contributed by Bilge Rizvani RC 85 

 

And the Oscar goes to... Class of 1990! 
   lt was official after the Or ta 3 Show in 1987; the RC 1990 was a class of stars. The level of 

 part ic ipat ion and the quality of per formance made this musical show of 15 year olds a spectacular 

 event. Now, those kids have turned 33, and at their 15th reunion dinner at Biz imtepe they proved 

   that they still have their star qual i ty and keep the RC spirit al ive. 

The Oscar/movies theme was visible throughout the night. Guests arr ived at the Bizimtepe car park 

and followed the red carpet to the poolside. They walked through the lobby surrounded by movie 

posters. They then stepped into the spotl ight and posed for the cameras. Standing in front of a special 

backdrop they posed again, with the actual Oscar statue, special ly made for the night. The backdrop had 

a special design with the RC logo and it read " R C 90 15th reunion, A class of Stars" . The ladies posed 

with an orange feather boa and the gent lemen sported a felt black hat to get into the mood. There were 

screams and laughter as graduates hugged each other. The part icipants who came the farthest were 

Barış and Susana Karadoğan, all the way f rom San Francisco. Each person had the name of a movie on 

a paper, like a movie ticket, which corresponded with a table. Before the nine o'clock showt ime (i.e. 

dinner), everyone gathered for a class photo and one with spouses. Two couples were in both pictures; 

Hüsnü Meltem Okvuran and Aslı Ahmet Uysal. RC 90 ' s very own "When Harry Met Sal ly"s ! 

The stars t heme was everywhere ; stars hanging f rom t rees, on the cocktai l tables, on the stage, 

spark l ing on the tables... Burak Süsoy, the commi t tee head, gave a warm we lcome speech which 

was fo l lowed by the showing of a movie : Memor ies of RC 9 0 . It was an emot iona l , yet funny 

s u m m a r y of graduates ' l ives, then and now. There was also part of the f i lm where the graduates 

remembered Osman Evran, a c lass member who passed away in an acc ident soon af ter g raduat ion . 

A t ree was planted fo l lowing the loss to commemora te him on campus , and a 

scho la rsh ip fund was es tab l ished by the c lass of 1990. Af ter mourn ing an ear ly 

ending to life, the joy at new lives fo l lowed when pictures of RC 90 babies were 

shown. 

At the end of the f i lm, Burak Süsoy cal led everyone on stage one by one to 

receive thei r commemora t i ve cer t i f ica te and a copy of the f i lm. The awards 

ce remony was fo l lowed by a live concer t by Tolga inc i , a c lass member, who is a 

pro fess iona l singer. As the song That's What Friends Are For s ta r ted to play, 

everyone star ted saying goodbyes, hoping to see each o ther before the 20 th 

reun ion. Walking back to thei r cars with the f ramed Oscar photo in hand, they 

looked at the stars above and felt like stars, and knew once again why c lass of 

1990 was cal led "one of the best ever " . 

Contributed by Didem Sezer RC 90 

http://www.rc85.com




ALUMNI 
NEWS 

Tamer Gürsoy RC 77 
Didem Sezer Epikmen RC 90 

Ekipmen has joined Tamer Gursoy RC 77 at the 
TURKISH INTERNATIONAL PREP SCHOOLS 
(TIPPS) as a TOEFL teacher. TIPPS, founded by 
Gursoy in 1998, is an institution which prepares 
students for TOEFL and SAT tests.After graduating 
from Boston University and working in NY for a 
year, Didem Sezer got married and worked in the 
corporate world for 6 years. She took four years 
off after having twins. Now that the girls are off to 
kindergarten, Didem has decided to follow a 
different path. She will be helping students prepare 
for universities abroad by giving TOEFL classes as 
well as teaching grammar to students in the earlier 
stages of their education. 

Fulya Ercan RC 02 
Married Erik Holtze in Newark, Ohio on May 17, 2005. 

Fulya will be a senior at Denison University this fall. Her 
husband graduated from Denison in May 2005. 

Nurhan Becidyan RA 65 RC Eng 69 
Has become one of the new directors of the Inter-Society 

Color Council (ISCC), elected to a three-year term that will end 
in 2008. Founded in 1931, the ISCC is an organization of 
societies and creative individuals who work to propagate the 
understanding of color and to promote communication 
between technically oriented specialists in color and creative 
workers in art, design and education. Additionally the ISCC 
promotes educational activities and the interchange of ideas 
on the subjects of color and appearance among its members 
and the general public. 

Mr. Becidyan is President and Chief Operating Officer of 
United Mineral and Chemical Corporation. He has been working 
in the color industry for almost 30 years in which his main 
interests are in phosphorescence and fluorescence (both visible 
and UV/IR activated) and applications of color for security 
industries. After earning a graduate degree in the United 
States, Becidyan returned to Turkey to work for a folding 
cardboard company, as technical service representative to the 
printers. He also worked as the interim mill superintendent. 
After serving in the Turkish Armored Corps, Becidyan joined 
the only tissue mill in Turkey as their Technical Director. He 
became a sales engineer in 1976 at Sandoz Ltd. (now Clariant 
Corporation) of Switzerland and was transferred to the U.S.A. 
in 1982. In 1986 he joined United Mineral & Chemical 
Corporation and has been the President and Chief Operating 
Officer of the company since 1996. He has an undergraduate 
degree in Chemical Engineering from Robert College, School of 
Engineering, and a graduate degree in Pulp and Paper 
Engineering from the Institute of Paper Chemistry (currently 
called IPST) of Appleton, Wisconsin. Currently he is the 
Chairman of the Cadmium Pigments Subcommittee Colored 
Pigment Manufacturer's Association (CPMA) and is an active 
member of ASTM International. 

The ISCC home page is: www.iscc.org 

Başak Yıldızbayrak RC 93 and 
Tamer Tamar RC 92 

Got married in Istanbul on August 3, 2005. The couple 
met in 1990 during a physics class at RC and have since 
been inseparable. Their wedding was attended by in,my K< 

alumni from both classes. They currently live in London. 

Hande Eskinazi RC 87 and 
Metin Eskinazi RC 81 
Hande and her husband Metin Eskinazi RC HI 

have welcomed a son, Cem, born on June 1, 2 

Evren Paçalıoğlu RC 93 
Married Ömer Töre in July 2004 (son of Erbil 

Töre RC Eng 63 and Ayşe Kerimoğlu ACG 67, 
brother of Ali Töre RC 90). The couple got married 
in Istanbul upon receiving graduate degrees from 
Harvard, and moved to London. 

http://www.iscc.org


FROM OUR 
MAILBAG 

Sequel to "Kesin" 
Dönüş - being back in 
Turkey a year on 
Kaan Okurer RC 92 recently undertook a "kesin" dönüş home to İstanbul 
after twelve years of living in the US where he was first a student and later 
a professional in New York and Boston. The article below is a sequel to an 
earlier article in the Winter 2005 issue of the Quarterly. 

Arr iv ing at the dec is ion to come back to Turkey after 

twelve years abroad was a diff icult one for me. I had 

spent pract ical ly all of my adult life away. There were 

many unknowns about l iving in Turkey. To make matters 

worse, most of the people I consul ted thought I was crazy for 

cons ider ing such a move. When I woke up on J u l y 21, 2 0 0 4 , 

the day after I ar r ived in Turkey, my first thought l iterally 

was: "Is this the beginning of the e n d ? " 

Look ing back at the past year and change, I can 

comfor tab ly say that I am very happy I made the move. I 

cont inue to use " k e s i n " In quotat ion marks. In the current 

global env i ronment , one has to be open to what the future 

has in store. However I am all the more conv inced of two 

th ings: 

• Those of us who have never lived in Turkey as adults owe 

it to ourse lves to come back and give Turkey a chance. 

• It is qui te possible for those returning to lead a mult i -

faceted sat is fy ing life in Turkey on professional as well as 

personal terms. 

When I was making the decis ion to come back to Turkey, I 

felt a lone in my dec is ion . Since coming back, I have met 

many others who have successfu l ly made this t ransi t ion 

before me. I bel ieve this is because our life abroad al lows us 

to apprec ia te Turkey in a different way. As in Paulo Coelho's 

"A lchemis t , " we had to first go away before we could 

apprec ia te our roots. Hence, being back is ul t imately an 

exercise in coming to te rms with one's identi ty and learning 

to love it. Turks abroad have also been shie lded f rom the 

negat ive exper iences of the locals and can therefore view 

Turkey old and new with a f resh eye. That Is why I suggest 

that we owe it to ourse lves to come back at some point for 

an extended per iod even if for a temporary spel l . 

S ince mom's cook ing is enough to conv ince most of us of 

the lure of the personal life in Turkey, in the rest of this piece 

I will share some of my encourag ing f indings on the 

professional side of the equat ion. First of al l , in ternat ional 

exper ience is very much in demand in Turkey so f inding the 

right job is only a mat ter of t ime. There are some very 

ta lented people in Turkey but the pool is not very deep. 

Therefore a young professional with internat ional exper ience 

can take on more responsibi l i ty and move more quickly up 

the corporate ladder here than in a specia l ized market such 

as the US. The size of the Turkish market is smal ler as wel l . 

The combinat ion of the scarci ty of talent and the smal l sca le 

creates a "b ig f ish in a smal l p o n d " scenar io . The oppor tun i ty 

here is to leverage the know-how you bring f rom your 

exper ience abroad to make a dramat ic impact locally. This is 

a personal ly grat i fy ing exper ience. On the downside, whereas 

one is very c lose to innovat ion and the cut t ing edge global 

deve lopments abroad, one needs to make more of an effort 

to see the big picture f rom Turkey. Then again I bel ieve this 

may be offset by the oppor tun i ty to become a p ioneer in the 

respect ive local f ie ld. 

Ironically, I f ind professional life in Turkey to be much more 

in ternat ional or cross cul tural than in the US. It is t rue that a 

lot of global heavyweights have thei r headquar ters in the US. 

However as the US is a large-enough market unto itself, 

there is a lot of business conduc ted local ly especia l ly in the 

Serv ices a rena . By compar ison , s ince the Turkish market is 

smal l , there is a lot of in teract ion with the broader market 

encompass ing the ne ighbor ing regions such as Eastern 

Europe, Middle East, CIS count r ies and Russ ia . Ano the r 

encourag ing d iscovery for me was the fact that Turkey is 

increasingly becoming the hub of this region for a lot of 

mul t inat ional compan ies . For example, Microsoft 's Middle 

East and Af r ica region compr is ing 79 countr ies is 

headquar tered in istanbul . Fur thermore, the broader region 

is one of the fastest growing regions for many mul t inat ionals 

and is therefore a highly strategic part of the whole. As a 

result, Turkey offers some exci t ing internat ional career 
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oppor tun i t ies for those return ing. 

Ent repreneursh ip is also rampant in Turkey. In the winter, I 

could not help but not ice Hüsnü. He usual ly parks his cart on 

wheels right in f ront of our off ice bui ld ing. It was impossib le 

to miss the smel l of his gr i l led chestnuts . One day in the 

spr ing, I exited the bui lding only to see his cart f i l led this 

t ime with yeşil er ik(green plums). Dur ing the summer, he sold 

gr i l led and boi led corn . The only constant above his cart has 

been his aff ixed smile. I am expect ing him to conver t to my 

favori tes - the chestnuts - next but I would not put it past his 

innovat ive f lair to squeeze in a fall co l lect ion. 

Return ing to Turkey expect ing to make more as a 

professional employee would be unreal is t ic . (Though for 

cer ta in funct ions, profess ionals in Turkey get paid more than 

their counterpar ts in Western Europe). Yet there are plenty 

of exci t ing ent repreneur ia l oppor tun i t ies to build one's 

for tune. The suppor t and comfor t of the socia l life and being 

in a fami l iar sett ing also make it eas ier to assume risk here 

than abroad. 

The examples above address the business wor ld. Moreover 

the pr inciples of "b ig f ish in a smal l pond" , cross-cul tura l 

work, weal th of opportuni ty, room for p ioneer ing and s t rong 

suppor t mechan ism can be appl ied to o ther walks of life such 

as academia , law, ar ts, medic ine, etc. as wel l . 

Lest my meaning is m iscons t rued, I would like to emphas ize 

that it is not my object ive here to pass judgment on whether 

life in Turkey is better than life abroad or v ice versa. That is 

ul t imately a subject ive mat ter that may not have an easy 

answer. It is also not my a im to paint a rosy picture of Turkey. 

Rather, it is my intent ion to convey that those returning have 

much to look forward to in Turkey. There is indeed life af ter 

New York, San Francisco or London ! But don't forget to pack 

your posi t ive at t i tude in your sui tcase; you will need it to see 

through the pervas ive fog of o ld-school pess imism. 

I repeat, I think moving back to Turkey is a must do even if 

for a l imited per iod and even if not now. Though now is 

always a good t ime and especia l ly in Turkey. Today's Turkey 

is young, vibrant and exci t ing. The count ry is undergoing 

some fundamenta l s t ructura l changes. It is freer, more open 

and expressive today than when most of us left it. To me it 

feels like it is ready to explode. Regarding the future, your 

crystal bowl is as good as mine. What goes up must come 

down, but i t seems not crashing down this t ime around. 

Last ly, despi te all the reasoning above, for most people, the 

decis ion to move back is ul t imately dr iven by intangibles, and 

the heart outweighs the brain when making a non-rat ional 

dec is ion ! 

PS Pick up a T ime Out istanbul next t ime you are in town to 

get a g l impse of the var iety and r ichness of the l i festyle. 

P P S I am work ing on a longer piece on the topic of " K e s i n " 

Dönüş. Your commen ts and suggest ions would be much 

apprec ia ted, kaan12@yahoo.com 

mailto:kaan12@yahoo.com


OBITUARIES 

Ali Neyzi RC 46 
Passed away on June 19, 2005 after a long illness. 
Ali Neyzi was elected to the RC Board of Trustees in 1969 and 

served until 1993. He was elected a Member of the Corporation and 
a Trustee Emeritus. During his tenure as a Trustee, he served as 
Resident Chairman from 1972 to 1988. Below are excerpts from 
Filiz Ofluoğlu's (ACG 49, Trustee Emeritus) tribute to Ali Neyzi. 

"A man with a big heart full of love, a businessman, an 
entrepreneur, an ardent follower of art, a writer, a translator of 
literature and drama, loyal supporter of his almamater, Robert 
College, where he served as Resident Chairman of the Board for 14 
years. A businessman 'The best insurance man' had said a 
colleague, years ago. He brought two small insurance companies to 
top ranks and created a new one. He taught insurance at Robert 
College Yüksek. As an ardent follower of art, he had a vast 
collection of paintings by contemporary Turkish artists. Part of this 
collection he sold at an exhibition at Bizim Tepe to provide 
scholarships at RC with the proceeds. 

As a writer and as a member of the Turkish Writers Syndicate, his 
life in the world of literature goes back to 
1930! He wrote his first novel Sibirya 
Ovaları at the age of 11. In the 1950's, in 
collaboration with Tunç Yalman RC 44, he 
wrote drama reviews for the Vatan and the 
Yazı Postası newspapers. His first book was 
Hüseyin Paşa Çıkmazı No. 4, a monograph 
which aroused great interest. At a time 
when autographies were yet rare, he wrote 
about the mansion at Kızıltoprak, his 
grandfather Mehmet All Aynl and his great 
grandmother, the well known musician 
Leyla Saz. This paved the road to his next books, Neyzi ile Neyzi 
and Alma Mater about Robert College days, Uzatmalı Sevgiliye 
Mektuplar, BeyzadePaşazade, Mahir, Lara FenerlÇakıp Sönen Anılar 
I and II, dedicated to his two grandchildren and Lara III, his last 
book dedicated to his third grandchild. The Neyzi family is an RC 
alumni family. Ali Neyzi RC 46 married his first wife Olcay Ataman 
(ACG 46, academic). His son Mehmet Ali Neyzi RC 76, a prominent 
businessman married Fahrünisa Yıldızalp (RC 76, academic). His 
daughter Leyla Neyzi RC 78 is also a writer and academic. His 
brother, the late Nezih Neyzi RC 44 was married to Ayfer Doğan 
ACG 49 and his granddaughter is Zülal Neyzi RC 03. As an ardent 
supporter of his alma mater and as Chairman of the resident 
Board, in early 1970 he called several of his friends and asked for 
1.000 TL urgently. 'What for?' He said, 'I am going to establish a 
foundation.' He did: The Hisar Educational Foundation. During one 
of the Board meetings of the Hisar Foundation where I was a 
trustee, Ali said, 'A former gardener of ACG has a piece of land next 
to our campus. The only access to it is through our land. He wants 
to sell it for a very low price. We should buy it.' 'Whatever for?' 'We 
can put up an alumni building on it.' We did: Bizim Tepe. Again, in 
the late 60s, the Ministry of Education suddenly asked for the deed 
of our land, the ACG and RC campuses. Legally, whoever owns the 
land, owns the buildings. This fell like a bomb at the Board meeting. 
A deed over a hundred years old? Where is it? No deed in Istanbul, 

none in New York. We were desperate. We could lose the campuses. 
What did AN do? He found a man who could read the old script, put 
him in the basement of the Sarıyer deeds office. In three months 
this man found the Sultan's 'ferman', donating the land to us. We 
were saved. About two decades ago All Neyzi went into voluntary 
exile in the remote village of Çıralı In Antalya, later, he moved to the 
city. And now, last but not least, the Akdeniz Statue by ilhan 
Koman. Ali Neyzi was the President of Halk Sigorta (Now Yapı Kredi 
Sigorta). The new building of the company had to be honored by a 
statue of ilhan Koman, he thought. Ali had seen a piece of 
sculpture by him In a park In Copenhagen. He went to Sweden In 
1976, together with a colleague and Melda Kaptana, the former wife 
of ilhan Koman, as a mediator, to persuade Koman to make a 
statue for Istanbul. Koman lived on a big boat, anchored to a canal 
In Stockholm. After much effort and dialogue, Koman agreed. This 
was the birth of that great statue, the Akdeniz, during 1977-1980. 
The inauguration of the ilhan Koman exhibition at the Yapı Kredi 
Kazım Taşkent Art Gallery was on May 6, 2005. Ali was fatally ill at 
the time. Yet he came to the exhibition. A chair was placed for him 

behind the Akdeniz, the work of art he loved and for 
which he had worked so hard. 

Akdeniz was placed on green grass in the small sguare 
next to the gallery. All was seated there. Later he was 
brought to the building and sat on a chair. Ahmet 
Koman, RA 69, academic and son of ilhan Koman, 
kneeled in front of him. AN slowly walked and looked at 
some of the pieces of sculpture. He knew he was going 
to leave us all, not before long. He returned to his chair. 
'Thank God for that', he said. 

He is survived by his wife, Sen Sahir Silan. Condolences 
may be sent to her at P.K. 225, 07050 Antalya, Turkey." 

Excerpts from a tribute by AN Neyzi's son, Mehmet Ali Neyzi, 
RC 76: "One of the nicknames of my father was the baron 
without underpants. The handsome, rascal third child was 
unreasonably generous and loved helping everybody in the 
world. His tolerance knew no bounds. During our childhood days 
in Erenköy, he would teach all the kids in the neighborhood how 
to swim and play volleyball, in all the fights during the volleyball 
matches he would always discover an enjoyable solution. He also 
loved to eat. When In London he would stay at the Savoy and 
always discovered the most luxurious places during his travels. 
While living his life as a world citizen, he worked hard to make 
his children receive the best schooling and continued his 
insurance career until my sister and I were married. In the 80s 
he decided to start a new life, moved to Çıralı (ChimeraOlympos) 
in Antalya, built himself a house and started writing. In those 
days you couldn't buy bread or newspapers in Çıralı village. He 
spent wonderful days with his grandchildren swimming in the 
beautiful sea which he loved. When Çıralı became crowded and 
touristic he sold the house and moved to Antalya. For me he was 
a great dad. Handsome, fun, loving, always considerate and 
spoiling his children, believing that he and his family were the 
center of the universe and enjoying every moment. Successful in 
the world of business, he also managed to make his voice heard 
with over 20 novels written In the last 20 years." 

Destine Eren (Shevky) ACG 30 
Passed away peaceful ly on May 28, 2 0 0 5 in Istanbul. Destine 

Eren is survived by a daughter Ayşegül Taşpınar, a son Ahmet 

N. Taşpınar, daughter inlaw Seval Taşpınar and granddaughters 

Zeynep N. and Nilüfer H. Taşpınar. She was two months away 

from reaching the age of 9 8 . 

Her son Ahmet N. Taşpınar RC Eng 56 wrote the fol lowing 

tribute. "Born in 1907 in Istanbul, Destine Eren attended 

various French and Amer ican schools, and came to ACG as a 

f reshman. She excelled in various sports while a student at 

ACG, and was elected the Student Counci l President by 

unanimous vote in her senior year. After a couple of years as a 

teacher of gymnast ics, she marr ied H. Kenan Taşpınar, RC Eng 

26 in 1933. The couple had 3 chi ldren, one of whom, AN Can, 

passed away before his mother in 2 0 0 2 . 

In 1960 Destine immigrated with her husband and daughter 

to the US, where she lived until her return to live out her 

remaining years in her beloved Kalamış in 1993. She lived in 

New York, and was very act ive in various Turkish Amer ican 

Associat ions in that area. Among her many talents were 

cooking in the Ot toman tradit ion, arranging parties that were 

always enjoyed by all at tendees, and being there for the 

underdog and the underpr iv i leged at all t imes. She will always 

be remembered as a most affect ionate and dedicated family 

person, and a very loyal f r iend. 

Destine Eren was a member of a family with very strong RC / 

ACG ties : her husband, Kenan and his three brothers, Hasan, 

Adnan and Affan were all RC Engineer ing graduates. Her older 

sister, Nezihe, was among the earliest Moslem Turkish 

graduates of ACG. The next generat ion of the family saw 

nephews Öztürk and Ertürk Işikpınar, niece Fahire Ozren, son 

Ahmet and daughter Ayşegül Taşpınar attend the Amer ican 

Colleges of Istanbul during the forties and fifties. 

Destine Eren will be missed by all who knew her, and loved 

her dearly. May she rest in eternal peace." 

M ayda Şahbaz ACG 30 
Passed away peaceful ly on 16th of 

October, 2 0 0 5 . 

Her son Şarl Berger Şahbaz and Fatoş 

Bekata Erkman contr ibuted the 

fol lowing: 

Born in istanbul in 1907 (if the birth 

records are to be believed), she 

attended Quaker Pr imary Schools in 

Samatya and Korfu, returning to istanbul in 1923, when she 

entered ACG. Her contemporar ies remembered her for her 

leading roles in many plays and for her violin recitals. She 

attended the Faculty of Literature at istanbul University but 

left after two years to pursue the viol in. She was a student of 

Carl Berger, with whom she had an intimate relat ionship for 

many years. 

Mayda taught French, Turkish and violin and played the violin 

in various theater orchestras. She was a very colorful person; 

danced with Conrad Hilton, proposed to Will iam Saroyan... lived 

on and off in Manhattan between 1976-85. After her return to 

Istanbul she made a brief debut in Yeşilçam in Nisan Yönder's 

fi lm "Kırık Bebek" with Hülya Avşar. Mayda devoured novels 

and New Yorker Magazines and wrote short pieces until her 

last days. Mayda was a true intel lectual, a humanitar ian, a born 

free spirit; a model for all. She understood justice to be an 

extension of love and refused to compromise. 

She is survived by her son Şarl Berger Şahbaz, her daughter 

in-law Evelyn, and her grandson Mika; who presently live in 

Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Piraye Kaynar ACG 32 
Passed away on Oc tober 29, 2 0 0 5 . 

Wife of the late Hal is Kaynar, she is 

surv ived by daughter and RC t rustee Oya 

Basak A C G 55, sons Şerif and Murat 

Kaynar, f ive grandch i ld ren and one great-

granddaughter . 

A life long learner, Mrs. Kaynar enjoyed 

doing enamel work, and cont r ibu ted as an act ive 

vo lunteer to many socia l causes, among them the A C G 

A lumn i Assoc ia t i on . She also worked as a vo lunteer Engl ish 

teacher at publ ic schoo ls . 

P i raye Kaynar will a lways be remembered fondly by her 

f r iends and fami ly for her charming personal i ty, g rac ious 

hospi ta l i ty and generosi ty . 

Oktay Güven RC Eng 68 
Oktay Güven, beloved member of RA 64 and Eng 68 .mil 

ardent suppor ter of the RA 64 scholarship fund passed .iw.iy 

in J u n e 2 0 0 5 after a prolonged il lness. He is surv ived by his 

wife Sadel Aydınel RC Yük 69. 

Prof. Dr. Jak Deleon RA 71 
Jak Deleon, academic, researcher on Istanbul ,in<l 

writer died of cancer on Ju ly 9, 2 0 0 5 at the ago of 

54. Deleon was born to Istanbul Jew ish parents in 

1951. He studied at Robert Academy (RA 71) .ind 

received his Bachelor 's Degree in English Language 

and Literature at Boğaziçi University (1975). He 

gained his PhD in English and Amer ican Literature 

at Istanbul University (1979). 

Prof. Dr. Jak Deleon's teaching career covered 

Engl ish, dramatic cr i t ic ism, history of ballet and 

performing arts with an emphasis on Turkey. He 

also lectured on Visual Studies at Bilgi University, .inning to 

give a sense of Istanbul to his students. 

With his wideranging interests and his gre.it entl i ir. i .r.rn 

about Istanbul, other than his other academic works, Jak 

Deleon devoted himself to studies on Istanbul, Dr.John Frelly 

of Boğaziçi University called Jak "an Istanbulog" - Expert of 

Istanbul. A prolific writer about his home city 1st,intuit, he Iws 
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authored numerous books in Turkish and English on Istanbul. 

Out of 24 of his publ ished Works, some of them on Istanbul 

are; A Taste of Old Istanbul, Bars of Istanbul, The History of 

Pera Palas Hotel, Ancient Districts of the Golden Horn, The 

White Russians in istanbul, The Bosphorus: A Historical Guide, 

A Beyoğlu Visit, (Bir Beyoğlu Gezisi), Monumenta l Istanbul 

(Anıtsal istanbul), Büyükada / A Guide to the Monuments, 

Cocktai ls and Recipes from istanbul. 

Prof. Dr. Jak Deleon is survived by his partner Hülya Kaya 

Annalie Vickers RC 91 
We were deeply saddened to learn that Annal ie lost 

her life in the terror ist at tacks at Sharmel Sheikh, 

Egypt on Ju l y 23, 2 0 0 5 . She was 31 years old. In the 

1991 yearbook, her c lassmates descr ibed Annal ie thus: 

"Frankness, dignity and a superb sense of humor... 

comfor t ing smiles and charm... a beauti ful , intell igent 

and sensit ive person." That is how we shall remember 

Annal ie. May she rest in peace. 

Faculty & friends 

Chilton Watrous 
Chi l ton Watrous, RC Engl ish 

teacher f rom 1971 to 2 0 0 4 , d ied 

on J u n e 12, 2 0 0 5 in New York 

City af ter a f i f teen year batt le 

with cancer. She will be sore ly 

missed by her fo rmer co l leagues 

and s tudents . She is surv ived by 

her husband Varak Pogaryan , 

RC 4 2 . 

At a memor ia l serv ice held on 

campus on J u n e 22, 2 0 0 5 and 

which was a t tended by a large number of Chi l ton 's 

co l leagues at RC and her fo rmer s tudents , her fel low 

teacher in the Engl ish depar tment Diane Ozbal del ivered the 

fo l lowing eu logy : 

"A l though I am well known as a good talker, I f ind it very 

hard to speak to you today about my dear f r iend and 

co l league of more than 30 years, Chi l ton Watrous. While 

p lanning what I would say today, I shed enough tears to 

wash away all my notes, but I am de te rmined to hold it 

together now because Chi l ton was not one for tears. She 

was stalwart , even re lent lessly cheer fu l and never a l lowed 

her health p rob lems to affect her mood or the conversa t ion . 

Many did not even real ize she was ill, and that is exact ly how 

she wanted it to be. 

Ms. Watrous was an e legant lady. She knew exact ly how 

th ings "ought to be " and she ar ranged her l i f e -and her 

c l a s s r o o m - t o have i t the way she wanted. She liked gual i ty 

and did not compromise in her dai ly habi ts. While I buy 

plast ic Bic pens by the dozen and use any one I come across 

in my overc rowded bag, Ms Watrous always had the same 

pen, a ster l ing s i lver Cross pen which she kept f i l led wi th 

bright green ink. As far as I know, she was so organ ized that 

she never lost i t in over 30 years. She drank her t e a - a n d 

lots of i t - f r o m a crysta l Turkish tea glass which res ided in its 

own si lver case. The the rmos of tea and the glass were with 

her every day because who could t rust others to make the 

tea proper ly or to provide an elegant g lass to drink i t f r om? 

She never t r ied the product in its plast ic cup that the 

Can teen prov ided. Older s tudents will r emember the green 

bag f rom which all these imp lements appeared ; the younger 

ones of you will know her with her black rol l ing sui tcase, an 

innovat ion she adopted after so much cancer surgery had 

robbed her of the s t rength to car ry th ings. 

Ms Watrous knew how to behave and expected i t f rom 

others . A l though she was a fast th inker and a master of the 

onel ine snappy reply, she never used her sharp sense of 

humor to hurt o ther people 's feel ings. Woe to the s tudent 

who was rude to her in c lass and then later des i red a letter 

of r ecommenda t i on f rom her for a univers i ty app l ica t ion . 

Even wooing her with f lowers was hopeless; unless your 

behav ior had actual ly Improved and you had demons t ra ted 

that change in at t i tude to her over a cons iderab le per iod of 

t ime, her refusal stil l s tood. 

Ms Watrous never spoke about her health prob lems, not 

even to me. I somet imes pressed her for in format ion in the 

only possib le way one could with her: with humor. A f te r she 

re turned f rom each tr ip to New York where she went for her 

cancer tests, I would ask, as though she were a student, "D id 

you pass all your t es t s? " " Y e s , " was her shor t reply. " N o 

i k m a l s ? " I would press, and she would say, " N o . " "Wel l , then, 

what would you like for such a good karne? Shal l I buy you a 

b i cyc le? " I'd ask, and the most in format ion I would get is, 

"You 'd better wait unti l af ter my make up exam next 

mon th . " Even this last year af ter she ret i red and moved to 

New York to be near her doctors , she faced life (and death) 

wi th humor and ex t raord inary courage. On the phone she 

would descr ibe her 

new wig and how it 

had t r icked all her 

v is i tors into 

th ink ing she had 

found a new 

hairdresser, and I 

would unders tand 

that she had had 

yet ano ther round 

of chemotherapy . 

La ter she told me 

that she would 

f inal ly be get t ing 

r ich, af ter a 

l i fet ime of 

teach ing , by 

resel l ing her new medic ine on the 

street corner for t housands of 

dol lars. A n d I would surmise that 

she was In ser ious pain and was 

receiv ing morph ine to ease her 

suf fer ing. 

Chi l ton Watrous was the most 

rel iable person I know. She knew 

how she wanted to live her life, 

and she did not waver. She was 

resolute, even adamant , and one 

could count on her to always be 

herself. I'd wri te a guest ion for 

the f inal exam and, as soon as I 

put it on the paper, I'd say to myself, "Ch i l ton won' t like that 

one," and, of course, I was right. The phone would r ing in the 

evening and I'd say, "That ' l l be Chi l ton to compla in about 

what so and so said in the depar tment meet ing , " and sure 

enough , it would be her voice when I picked up the phone. 

Ms Watrous was re l i ab le -even s t r i c t -w i th her s tudents , 

too. They knew they were going to have open windows, 

tucked in shir ts, and comple ted homework when they walked 

in the door. They a lso knew they were going to learn. One 

t ime when she was qui te ill last year, she told me that she 

s imply could not get her tests graded on t ime. She'd been in 

the U S A for tests and would only tell me that she'd had an 

al lerg ic react ion to some medic ine, couldn' t work for a few 

days and had fal len beh ind. I didn't bel ieve h e r - o f course i t 

was the ef fects of the c h e m o t h e r a p y - b u t I was real ly 

surpr ised when she asked me if I could help her by grad ing 

her two sect ions of exams a long wi th my own two sec t ions . 

That 's when I knew she was really ill because she never 

a l lowed herself to lean on others. I sat down wi th those test 

papers - i t was ei ther a 1984 or Brave New World t e s t - a n d 

looked at them. A n d this is a t rue story... I got my coat and 

went out and bought a green pen. I knew that if I was going 

to do it, I had to do it correct ly , in the Ms Watrous way! 

When she packed up her be longings last J u n e to move to 

New York City, she gave away many of her pr ized 

possess ions. She gave me this cane and told me to use it. 

"Wi th this cane," she sa id , "You can open even the top 

windows in the off ice. S o m e o n e has to let all the stuf f iness 

out." I'm not sure whether she was speak ing metaphor ica l l y 

or not. And she also gave me her favor i te s ign, which had 

been hanging over her off ice desk for years. I now have it on 

the wall of my off ice, prominent ly d isp layed for s tudents to 

see. When she gave it to me it was inside a pink fo lder and 

she sa id, "You need this. You are far too f lexible wi th your 

s tudents . " She opened the fo lder and presented me with her 

P A Z A R L I K Y A P I L M A Z (No Bargain ing) s ign. When I look at it, 

I hear her voice speak ing to me. She is my role mode l for 

courage and cons is tence, and I'm t ry ing to t ighten up 

wi thout her by my s ide." 

Ano the r fo rmer co l league and c lose f r iend, Nigar A lemda r 

A C G 6 6 , wrote the fo l lowing in Chi l ton 's 

memory : 

"It was my second or third year 

teach ing back at my a lma mater, A C G . 

A new teacher was due to join us. 

A l though she was or ig inal ly f rom 

Ch icago, she was t ransfer r ing to A C G 

f rom Athens Col lege. 

She ar r i ved . It was obv ious she felt 

very much at home. She was ext remely 

wel lversed in c lass ics and antiguity. She 

was, no doubt, a l ready int imately 

fami l iar with what was around her. With 

her wit and her interest in every th ing 

around her, she made f r iends with people of all ages. Th.it 

inc luded old Levant ines of Moda who with their f i rs thand 

accounts co lored Chi l ton's knowledge of Istanbul or ancient 

Byzan t i um. Then there was Mrs. Nadi of Rumel ih isar - wife 

of Dogan Nadi , the journal is t . 

Chi l ton was my l inguist ic consul tant . She read my Englr .b 

t rans la t ions for a Turkish archeolog is t . The two ol us loughl 

big batt les with the archeolog is t who wanted to use 

wel les tab l ished mistakes in t rans la t ions. He would s.iy 

"an t igue c i ty" , we would insist on "anc ient c i ty" . He would 

say "p in h e a d " we would say "head of a p in" . Chi l ton ,md I 

would think the batt les were won. Then the books would l ie 

publ ished with all the mistakes we thought we ie e l iminated ' 

Chi l ton was the ep i tomy of courage. She nevoi wont u iu lc i 

dur ing all the years she fought her i l lness. She never 

comp la ined . She never expla ined her prob lem'on the. 

contrary, she was the one who said " cou rage " to me. 

whenever I comp la ined about not being able to get together

because of my busy schedu le and other commi tmen ts 

Chi l ton was indeed a noble lady, dedicated to hi i tuemis 

to Turkey and to Rober t Col lege. I shall great ly miss her

Tugge Kurtis. RC 2 0 0 0 , a fo rmer student, also read a

eulogy at the memor ia l serv ice. She referred to M r s . 

Watrous as " m y advisor, my guide and mentor " .The 

fol lowing is an excerpt f rom her speech . 

"In February 2 0 0 0 , when I received my letter of 

acceptance f rom Benn ington Col lege, Mrs .Watrous was

among the most p leased. Yet the chal lenge wasn't over,for
now I had to f ind a way to sponsor my educat ion , and once

again , it was Mrs. Watrous who came to the rescue

ta lked to people, gave me names and addresses ol 

foundat ions to contact , she even contacted them for me

From the day I s tar ted high schoo l in 1997 till the day i  

graduated f rom Benn ing ton in 2 0 0 4 , Mrs .Watrous was there  '

for me in every possible way, encourag ing me to hold on to

stay focused and to keep my hopes up. 

I want to share with you one last incident that  is very

spec ia l for me. One t ime I walked late into Mrs.Watrous'

class feel ing all wornout and car ry ing a big d o w n on my 
face. She in ter rupted the c lass and asked m e A M 
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Godfrey 

al r ight? I've never seen you wi thout that smi le s ince I've 

met you, which cheers me up every t ime I see you . " I was 

very touched by this comment . I felt seen, I felt loved. Mrs. 

Watrous was a keen observer. She cared for her s tudents 

deeply and she did not hesi tate to show her love. 

Mrs. Watrous has helped shape the person I am and the 

person I wish to be greatly. She taught me to mainta in my 

st rength and courage even in the most cha l leng ing life 

c i r cumstances ; not only th rough what she said but in the 

way she led her own life. She chose not to be defeated, she 

preferred to smi le and laugh. Mrs. Watrous loved life and she 

engendered it. She has been a t rue b lessing in my life and in 

the l ives of many. I am forever indebted to her for all she 

has given me and commi t ted to fol low and pass on her 

legacy. I will miss her very much . " 

Godfrey Goodwin 
Died in the UK on August 

19, 2 0 0 5 . Descr ibed as one of 

the greatest scho lars of 

Ot toman arch i tec ture, 

Goodwin was born in 1921 in 

the UK and was a much 

loved professor of art h istory 

and arch i tec ture at Rober t 

Col lege f rom 1958-1967. 

Au tho r and physics professor 

J o h n Freely wrote the fo l lowing: 

"God f rey Goodwin was educated In England at board ing 

schoo ls and at Cl i f ton Col lege, Br is to l , af ter which he 

studied at the French Institute and the Royal A c a d e m y of 

Dramat ic Ar ts . 

He jo ined the Br i t ish a rmy soon after the war began in 

Sep tember 1939, though he was blind in one eye, the result 

of a ch i ldhood acc ident . Af ter t ra in ing he was sh ipped to 

Nor th a f r ica, ar r iv ing in A lg iers in 1942. He served th rough 

the Nor th A f r i can and Italian campa igns and when the war 

ended in 1945 he was in Rome, where he edi ted a poetry 

magaz ine publ ished by the Br i t ish Army. 

Fol lowing his d ischarge f rom the a rmy he taught at 

Winchester in Eng land and then at V ic tor ia Col lege in 

A lexandr ia , which he had to leave in 1956 when bri tain and 

israel t r ied to seize the Suez Cana l . He then came to Turkey, 

which he had first seen in 1952 on a visit to istanbul and 

Bursa , and in 1957 he began teach ing at the Engl ish High 

Schoo l for Boys in Nişantaşı. Then in 1958 he jo ined the 

faculty of Rober t Col lege, where he served as housemas te r 

of Haml in Hall and taught the history of art and arch i tec ture 

in the Humani t ies P rog ram of the Yüksek Okul . 

Godf rey became involved in the art wor ld of is tanbul , his 

c lose f r iends inc luding the scu lptor Özer Kabaş and the 

painter Al iye Berger. His Saturday tours of the histor ic 

monumen ts of istanbul became legendary, laying the 

foundat ions for the books that he would later publ ish on 

O t toman arch i tec ture and o ther aspec ts of Turkish cul ture. 

In 1965 Godf rey met Gil l ian Chor ley, who soon af terwards 

became his wife. Af ter their mar r iage they returned to 

London , where their son Rober t (Bert ie) was born in 1968. 

Thei r home at Chalcot Square on Pr imrose Hill in London 

became a center for ga ther ings of f r iends act ive in Turkish 

art, a rch i tec ture l i terature, history and pol i t ics. 

Godf rey 's f irst posi t ion after return ing to London was at 

the Bev ington pr imary schoo l in Nor th Kens ing ton, where he 

eventua l ly became deputy head. His exper iences in this 

schoo l gave r ise to his novel la , There Ain't No Angels No 

More (1978). His next posi t ion was edi tor of the Islamic 

sec t ion of the Macmillan History of Art. He then became 

d i rector of the Royal As ia t i c Society, which he oversaw 

through the society 's move to its new home in Queen 's 

Gardens, West London . Godf rey 's magnum opus is his 

History of Ottoman Architecture (1972) a magis ter ia l work 

that has been acc la imed as the def in i t ive c lassic in its f ie ld. 

His o ther books are Ottoman Turkey (1977), Islamic Spain 

(1990), Sinan: Ottoman Architecture and its Values Today 

(1993), The Private World of Ottoman Women (1997), The 

Janissaries (1997), Topkapi Palace: an Illustrated Guide to 

Its Life and Personalities (1999), Edirne ( 2000 ) , and his 

memoir , Life's Episodes (2002) . He also wrote a number of 

scho lar ly ar t ic les on Islamic art and arch i tecture and edi ted 

Ottavio Bon's The Sultan's Seraglio (1996). 

Af ter the death of his wife Gil l ian in 2 0 0 0 , Godf rey 

re turned to istanbul every s u m m e r to give courses at 

Boğaziçi Univers i ty in the Byzant ine and Ot toman 

monumen ts of is tanbul , Bursa and Edirne. His enthus iast ic 

ef forts were great ly apprec ia ted by his s tudents and 

co l leagues at Boğaziçi Universi ty, which in 2001 awarded 

him an honorary doctorate. 

Godfrey Goodwin is surv ived by his son Bert ie Goodwin . 

İnci Özdeniz 
Mathemat ics teacher at Robert 

Col lege f rom 1979 to 1991, inci 

Özdeniz passed away in istanbul 

in October 2 0 0 5 . She had taught 

math courses in all levels dur ing 

her years at RC as well as physics 

and chemis t ry dur ing her ear ly 

years at the schoo l . A graduate 

of Ata türk Kız Lisesi of is tanbul , 

Midway J u n i o r Col lege of 

Kentucky, with a BS and Master of Ar ts in Secondary 

Educat ion f rom the Universi ty of Kentucky, inci Özdeniz was 

a lively and creat ive indiv idual whose other teaching posts 

inc luded Darüşşafaka L ises i , Amer i can Schoo l of Las Palmas 

in Grand Canary Island, Berk ley Institute in Brook lyn, NY and 

Ankara Kolej i . 



Cepten para 
göndermek 
gerektiğinde... 


